BIRD  SOCIETY  FORMED 
IN  TYNGSBORO 
We  Tyngsboro  adults  re- 
Imember  that  when  we  went 
I  to  school  here  we  had  bird 
I  walks,  bird  essay  contests, 
prizes  for  occupied  bird 
|  houses,  and  later,  prizes  for 
bird  feeding  stations.  The 
I  Tyngsboro  children  knew  the 
|  birds  and  cared  about  them. 

|  A  few  people  made  this  hap- 


Ipen  because  they  liked  chil- 
Idren,  birds,  and  nature. 
Francena  L.  Sherburne  (Nor¬ 
man’s  mother)  was  the 
founder  of  the  Bird  Commit- 
Itee  and  bought  the  prizes 
herself.  Later,  the  Grange 
sponsored  and  helped  to 
maintain  the  Bird  Committee 
with  the  help  of  Catherine 
Lambert,  Miss  A.  Elliot,  and 
Miss  Bessie  Norris. 

Francena  and  the  Grange 
are  gone  as  are  many  of  the 
others  that  made  it  happen. 
We  still  have  the  birds  (less 
the  Bluebird  and  a  few  others 
versus  DDT)  and  we  still 
have  the  children.  Especially 
the  children.  We  have^itLl 


fields,  woods,  books  and  the 
rest  that  makes  knowing  the 
birds  enjoyable  and  con¬ 
venient.  There  are  still  people 
who  care  about  gj^ing  to¬ 
day’s  children  the  /nance  we 
had  to  know  andfiove  birds 
and  nature. 

A  new-T'rd  Society  (for¬ 
mally  Kno  r  as  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Bird  and  Nature  Con¬ 
servation  Society  is  being 
formed  by  Mrs.  Joyce 
Marinel  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Carol  Norris,  Mrs.  Blanche 
Clark*,  and  Mrs.  Rorinie 
Ann  I.iPetrie.  There  w  ill  be  a, 
Mar  h  program  for  the  5th 
graters  at  the  Lake  view' 
tol  consisting  of  sli 


md  a  talk  about  the  spring 
fairds  and  bird  houses.  At  the 
Winslow  School,  the  2nd 
graders  will  have  an  “Intro¬ 
duction  to  Nature”  program. 
Both  presentations  will  be 
done  by  Miss  Phyllis  Huff. 

Anyone  wishing  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  Bird  Fund 
(monies  to  b  tsed  for  prizes) 
may  contact  Mrs.  Carol 
Norris  at  649-7480.  ’t  our 
help  will  be  greatly  appre¬ 
ciated.  Be  sure  to  watch  in 
this  column  for  other  activi¬ 
ties  the  Bird  Society  has 
planned. 
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We  Tyngsboro  adults  remember 
that  when  we  went  to  school  here 
we  had  bird  walks,  bird  essay 
contests,  prizes  for  occupied  bird 
houses,  and  later,  prizes  for  bird 
feeding  stations.  The  Tyngsboro 
children'knewthe  birds  and  cared 
about  them. 

A  few  people  made  this  happen 
because  they  liked  children,  birds, 
and  nature.  Francena  L.  Sher¬ 
burne  (Norman’s  mother)  was  the 
founder  of  the  Bird  Committee, 
and  bought  the  prizes  herself. 
Later,  the  Grange  sponsored  and 
helped  to  maintain  the  Bird 
Committee  with  the  help  of 
Catherine  Lambert,  Miss  A.  Elliot, 
and  Miss  Bessie  (Norris. 

Francena  and  the  Grange  are 
gone,  as  are  many  of  the  others 
who  made  it  happen.  We  still  have 
the  birds  (less  the  Bluebird  and  a 
few  others  versus  DDT)  and  we 
still  have  the  children.  Especially 
the  children.  We  have  the  fields, 
i woods,  books  and  the  rest  that 
makes  knowing  the  birds  enjoyable 
and  convenient.  There  are  still 
people  who  care  about  giving 
today's  children  the  chance  we  had 
to  know  and  love  birds  and  nature. 

A  new  Bird  Society  (formally 
known  as  the  Children’s  Bird  and 
Nature  Conservation  Society)  is 
being  formed  by  Mrs.  Joyce 
Marinel  assisted  by  Mrs.  Carol 
Norris.  Mrs.  Blanche  Clarke,  and 
Mrs.  Ronnie  Ann  LiPetri.  There 
will  be  a  Ifarch  program  for  the 


Bird  Watch 

TYNGSBORO  —  Sunday  at 
6  a.  m.  the  Bird  Watcher’s 
club  will  meet  at  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Orrin  Files  home  on  Scribner 
Hill  Road  for  a  walk  through 
the  Farnsworth  estate.  The 
tour  will  be  directed  by  Vera 
Allen. 


5th  graders  at  the  Lakeview  School 
consisting  of  slides  and  a  talk  about 
the  spring  birds  and  bird  houses. 
At  the  Winslow  School,  the  2nd 
graders  will  have  an  “Introduction 
to  Nature”  program.  Both 
presentations  will  be  done  by  Miss 
Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford,  widely 
known  lecturer  on  birds. 

Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  to 
the  Bird  Fund  (monies  to  be  used 
for  prizes)  may  contact  Mrs.  Carol 
Norris  at  (>49-7480.  Your  help  will, 
be  greatly  appreciated.  Be  sure  to 
watch  in  this  newspaper  for  other 
activities  the  Bird  Society  has 
planned. 


Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  News  Notes 

TGBO-  As  part  of  National1 
Education  Week  on  November  161 
and  17, 1977,  the  students  of  the  3rd 
and  4th  grades  in  Tyngsboro  were] 
entertained  and  informed  about 
the  fall  and  winter  birds  and  their 
care  by  Miss  Phyllis  Huff  of 
Chelmsford.  Let  us  carry  through 
on  that  theme  by  putting  out 
feeders  well-stocked  With  sun¬ 
flower  and  millet  seeds,  bread 
crumbs,  peanut  butter,  or  suet.  We 
can  keep  our  bird  friends  well-fed 
while  providing  ourselves  with 
hours  of  enjoyment.  My  favorites 
are  woodpeckers  and  nuthatches. 
Downey  and  Hairy  woodpeckers 
carefully  inch  up  and  down  my  suet 
tree  always  remaining  upright 
while  the  clownish  nuthatch  turns 
and  walks  as  if  he  were  on  a 
roadway.  The  birds  help  us  keep 
insects  at  bay  during  the  summer  ; 
let  us  not  forget  them  these  cold 
winter  months. 

Retracing  our  steps  a  moment, 
last  summer  a  small  group  from 
the  Bird  Society  visited  the  Great 
Meadows  Natural  Wildlife  Refuge 
in  Concord.  It’s  a  lovely  piece  of 
marshland  with  an  abundance  of 
waterfowl  and  marsh  birds  for  you 
to  enjoy.  Get  close  to  nature  and 
have  a  taste  of  the  wilderness  by 
planning  a  visit  this  spring  or 
summer.  The  Refuge  is  located  on 
the  right  just  beyond  the  Concord 
Bridge.  No  admission  is  charged. 
For  further  information,  call  any 
mpmher  of  the  Bird  Society. 


Phyllis  Huff  VM1 
Gives  Spring  Bird 
Talk  In"  Schools 

TGBO  On  Monday.  March  7.  the 
Tyngsboro  Children's  Bird  and 
Nature  Conservation  Society  was 
warmly  received  by  the  fifth 
graders  at  the  Lakeview  School  as 
Miss  Phyllis  Hull  of  Chelmsford, 
well  known  lecturer  on  birds,  gave 
a  talk  pertaining  to  the  spring  birds 
and  birdhouses  and  showed  slides 
in  the  enthusiastic  students. 

Miss  Huff  was  also  greeted 
warmly  bv  the  second  graders  at 
the  Winslow  School  on  Tuesday. 
March  tr>.  as  she  offered  an  “In¬ 
troduction  to  Nature”  program. 
The  youngsters  "nooed  and  ahhed 
as  they  viewed  the  picturesque 
slides  and  delighted,  especially,  in 
being  able  to  touch  a  Baltimore 
Oriole's  "nest  which  was  passed 
around.  Miss  Huff  was  the  recent 
recipient  of  a  Hummingbird  nest 
presented  to  her  by  Andy  Norris  of 
To  Sherburne  Avenue.  Tyngsboro. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Marinel.  a  member 
hi  the  Bird  Society,  explained  to 
the  students  at  both  schools  how  to 
put  together  bird  lists  and 
promised  to  return  after  the  April 
school  vacation  to  collect  these, 
setting  May  9  as  the  deadline  for 
receipt  of  bird  lists  and  occupied 
birdhouse  notes.  All  bird  lists  and 
occupied  birdhouse  notes  entered 
in  the  contest  must  be  signed  by  a 
parent  and  given  to  the  student’s 
homeroom  teacher. 

In  order  to  succeed,  the  Bird 
Society  needs  your  help.  Donations 
are  needed  to  purchase  the  prizes 
that  the  children  in  town  are 
striving  so  eagerly  to  earn.  Won't 
I  vou  help  by  mailing  a  donation  to 
Mrs.  Carol'  Norris  at  70  Sherburne 
Avenue  or  leaving  same  at  the 
Shurfine  Market  Donations  will 
also  be  gratefully  received  by 
committee  members  Mrs.  Joyce 
Marine!.  Mrs  Carol  Norris,  Mrs 
Ronnie  Ann  Li  Petri  or  Mrs. 
Blanche  Clarke  if  you  should  wish 
to  hand  any  offering  to  them. 

The  Bird  Committee  will  meet  on 
Wednesday.  March  to.  from  1  p.m 
to  2  to  p.m  .  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Carol  Norris.  More  help  would  lie 
welcome  and  anyone  interested  in 
joining  the  Society  in  formulating 
and  carrying  out  programs  is 
welcome  to  attend  this  meeting  or 
may  contact  Mrs  Norris  at  049- 
7480  tor  further  information. 

As  a  special  note  of  interest  to 
bird  lovers.  Mrs.  Charlotte 
i  Clarke'  Tyson  of  Cummings  Road 
brings  us  news  of  Bluebirds  in  her 
-tsedd^and  orchards.  So  put  up  your 
bluebirt!’  houses  -  they  are  aYbumF 


THE  TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


1.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  Society  to  pronote  to  the  children  of  our  community 
a  knowledge  of  birds,  which  will  help  them  to  acquire  a  better  understanding  of 
the  environment  in  which  they  live. 

2.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Quorum  of  the  tillage  Improvement  Association, 
the  Society  shall  make  a  sincere  effort  to  operate  with  the  interest  accruing  to 
the  principal  of  the  funds,  that  were  turned  over  to  the  Society  on  May  9,  1977. 

3.  The  Society  shal]  have  one  funding  raising  project  yearly,  which  will  be  used  to 
help  defray  the  expenses  incurred. 

4.  In  the  event  the  Society  should  be  unable  to  continue  it*s  projected  programs, 
the  active  members  at  that  moment  shall  be  empowered  to  vote  to  transfer  any  re¬ 
maining  funds  to  an  equally  deserving  and  publicly  oriented  organization,  within 
the  town  of  Tyngsborough. 

5.  There  shall  be  three  elected  officiers:  Chairman,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer. 

They  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  for  a  one  year  term. 

6.  There  shall  be  an  annual  family  dues  of  $2.00. 


MAY  9,  1977 


IT  IS  THE  RECOMMENDATION  OF  THE  QUORUM  PRESENT  OF  THE  VILLAGE  IMPROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION, 
THAT  THE  CHILDREN'S  BIRD  &  NATURE  SOCIETY  MAKE  SINCERE  EFFORTS  TO  OPERATE  WITH  THE  IN¬ 
TEREST  ACCRUING  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THESE  FUNDS. 


IN  THE  EVENT  THAT  THE  CHILDREN'S  BIRD  &  NATURE  CONSERVATION  SOCIETY,  SHOULD  BE  UNABLE 
TO  CONTINUE  ITS  PROJECTED  PROGRAMS,  THE  ACTIVE  MEMBERS  OF  THIS  SOCIETY  AT  THAT  MOMENT 
SHALL  BE  EMPOWERED!  TO  VOTE  AND  TRANSFER  ANY  REMAINING  FUNDS  TO  AN  EQUALLY  DESERVING 
AND  PUBLICLY  ORIENTED  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  TYNGSBOROUGH. 
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Happiness 
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is  is  exactly  what  my  Bluebirds 
vcf  \given  me. •  .happiness. 

Twenty-one  years  ago  I  moved  from 
Belni^iiA  to  20  acres  in  Tyngsborough. 
Araong^-tke  33  varieties  of  birds  in  my 
field  were  Bluebirds.  Bluebirds  were 
becoming  rare  even  then.  I  phoned  the 
local  bird  woman  at  that  time,  a  lovely 
elderly  lady,  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine 
Lambert,  and  told  her  I  Had  Bluebirds. 

She  reported  them  to  the  Mass.  Audubon 
Society.  They  in  turn  sent  me  a  letter 
with  an  inquiry  form  to  fill  out  stating 
size  and  type  of  box,  height  of  box, 
under  what  type  of  trees  or  in  open,  in 
what  direction  the  box  faced,  etc. 

For  all  these  years  I  have  had  one 
or  two  pair  of  Bluebirds  every  year.  A 
pair  always  nested  in  a  scrub-pine  in 
the  same  box  4$4ft.  high  right  next  to 
our  house.  Another  pair  sometimes  nests 
way  down  the  field  in  another  box.  The 
rest  of  the  boxes  in  the  field  are  usual¬ 
ly  filled  with  Tree  Swallows  and  House 
Wrens • 

The  male  Bluebird  usually  arrives 
at  my  place  either  the  first  or  second 
week  in  April  and  have  always  had  two 
broods  in  the  same  nest  and  twice  they 
have  had  three  broods.  Most  of  the 


they  have  laid  four  eggs  in  the  first 
brood  and  three  in  the  second.  Only  one 
did  they  lay  five  eggs  in  the  first  brooc 

Last  year  on  the  May  9th  freak  snow-¬ 
storm  there  were  four  eggs  being  incuba¬ 
ted  by  the  mother.  While  I  was  out  wack< 
ing  the  heavy  wet  snow  off  the  trees 
around  the  house  I  became  concerned  about 
the  Bluebirds.  I  went  over  to  the  box 
and  saw  that  a  limb  from  a  birch  had  brok 
en  off  and  lay  right  on  top  of  the  roof 
of  the  box.  I  became  veiy  anxious  so  I 
went  for  a  flashlight  to  see  if  mother 
was  still  on  her  eggs. • .she  wasn’t.  It 
was  heartbreaking.  The  next  morning  whic 
was  beautifully  sunny  she  came  back  to 
her  nest  apparently  O.K.  and  the  eggs  did 
hatch  on  time.  This  was  the  first  time 
she  wouldn’t  renest  in  that  same  box.  I 
noticed  later,  after  the  fledglings  had 
flown,  the  box  was  damaged.  The  roof 
leaked  so  badly  that  the  nest  had  become 
pretty  wet. 

Now  we  come  to  the  Spring  of  1978. 
During  the  winter  I  made  up  six  new  Blue¬ 
bird  houses  and  put  them  out  during  the 
middle  of  March.  I  anxiously  waited  unti 
the  first  week  in  April... no  Bluebirds. 

I  figured  the  Blizzard  of  *78  would  prob¬ 
ably  delay  their  arriving  on  time,  so  I 
patiently  waited  until  the  third  and 
fourth  week  in  April  but  still  no  Blue¬ 
birds.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  in 
May  I  gave  up  very  disappointed.  I  let 
the  Tree  Swallows  “rent"  four  of  the  new 
boxes. 


On  the  15th  of  May  while  out  walking  I 
the  field  and  inspecting  the  Tree  Swallow  I 
nests,  I  thought  I  saw  something  bright 
jblue  fly  by  me.  I  got  so  excited  that  I 
kept  searching  the  yard  and  sure  enough 
a  beautiful  male  bluebird  landed  on  ray 
birdbath.  I  actually  shrieked  for  joy  ana 
went  yelling  down  the  field, "The  Bluebirds] 
are  here,  the  Bluebirds  are  here 


to  see  that  all  was  going  well.  They  love 
to  perch  on  wires  so  I  strung  up  a  plastic 
covered  wire  about  20  ft 


During 

all  those  weeks  of  waiting  I  kept  checking 
with  other  peoole  that  usually  have  Blue¬ 
birds.  No  one  else  has  any.  I  feel  es¬ 
pecially  fortuate  this  year. 

The  female  finally  came  and  t  he  nest 
was  built  bv  the  20th.  She  laid  one  egg 


•  from  the  box. 
he  flagpole  is  another  favorite  perch. 

Hopefully  it  isn't  too  late  for  a 
econd  brood  of  Bluebirds  this  year. 

One  Bluebird  box  this  year  was  rented 

she  was  oust 


py  a  cute  little  Chickadee 
pd  by  a  House  Wren  who  was  finally  ousted 
py  a  Tree  Swallow  who  finally  had  six  eggs 
which  hatched.  This  box  sure  looks  weird 
with  three  nests  built  on  top  of  each 
other. 

Now  you  can  see  why  these  little  birds 
have  brought  me  such  pleasure  each  year 
and  I  would  surely  miss  them  if  they  didn't 
come  again.  I  know  how  I  felt  earlier  this 
Spring  when  they  didn't  come. . .like  miss¬ 
ing  a  long  lost  friend! 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsborough 


young 


Bird  Walk  conducted  by  Phyllis  Huff  and 
Joyce  Marinel.  We  will  meet  at  the  B.p„ 
gas  station  on  Rt.  40  at  Long  Sought  for 
Pond  in  West ford.  See  map.  One  of  our 
stops  will  be  at  Lillian  Files  property, 
Windswept  Acres,  on  Scribner  Rd.  in  Tyngs¬ 
borough.  The  chances  of  observing  a  fhmily 
of  Bluebirds  here  is  excellent.  See  art¬ 
icle  "Bluebirds  of  Happiness".  Another 
stop  will  be  at  Massapoag  Pond.  See  you 
at  the  B.P.  at  9:00  AJM.  on  Saturday, 
August  5.  Rain  date,  Saturday,  August  12. 
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Conclusion  to 
BLUEBIRDS  OF  HAPPINESS 
Tcfw  News  letter  #  1 ) 

As  mentioned  in  the  above  article, 
pair  of  Bluebirds  had  four  fledglings  o 
Tune  9th  which  matured  without  incident. 

, After  leaving  their  nesting  box  on  June 
^th,  it  was  a  joy  to  watch  this  family  in 

our  yard  throughout  the  rest  of  the  sum¬ 
mer.  They  are  such  lovable  birds  who  al¬ 
ways  stay  close  together  even  through  a 

second  brood  and  until  they  migrate  south 
in  October. 

In  previous  years  the  female  has  usu¬ 
ally  housecleaned  her  first  nest  and  re¬ 
nests  in  it.  This  year  the  House  Wrens 
took  over  this  nest.  After  a  frustrating 
two  weeks  of  cleaning  out  their  twigs  twice 
a  day  to  discourage  them  from  using  this 
nesting  box,  the  female  House  Wren  laid 
four  eggs  right  in  the  Bluebird’s  nest 
without  her  usual  twigs  on  top.  Naturally 
I  let  them  stay  as  permanent  residents . 


Since  the  Bluebirds  lost  their  original 
Inesting  box,  they  started  another  new  nest] 
in  a  box  approximately  150  ft.  down  the] 
field  on  July  20th.  The  female  laid  onel 
egg  each  day  on  July  25  th,  26  th  and  thel 
27th  ...  total  of  three  eggs  (one  less  than| 
Ifirst  clutch).  She  started  incubating  oi 
I  July  28  th  and  continued  to  incubate  these] 
leggs  until  August  30th  ...  34  days.  Natu-| 
|rally  the  eggs  never  hatched. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  21  years  my| 
iBluebird  eggs  hadn’t  hatched.  The  eggsl 
Iseemed  in  good  condition  upon  examination. [ 
|The  only  probable  explanation  would  be  that! 
lthis  second  brood  was  started  late  thisl 
lyear  and  ran  into  our  terrible  heat  wave.| 
|This  may  have  affected  the  eggs. 

During  all  this  time,  father  and  the| 
|young  could  be  often  seen  perched  on  top  of] 
lother's  nesting  box  throughout  the  34| 
Idays.  Finally  the  whole  family  left  rayl 
field  in  September  which  was  early,  but] 
[then  they  didn't  have  their  second  family| 
|to  feed  and  take  care  of. 

This  Fall  I  cleaned  out  all  my  nestingl 
>oxes  but  kept  the  Bluebird  nest  with  thel 
|three  nice  blue  eggs  in  it  which  is  a  sad| 
lemento  of  these  beautiful  birds. 

Hopefully  I'll  get  another  pair  or  twol 
(next  spring.  Anyone  interested  in  seeing] 
IBluebirds  may  contact  me  around  the  firstf 
lof  next  May,  692-2520.  They  are  usually 
|settled  in  by  this  time  for  good  viewing. 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsborough,  Mass 


MASSACHUSETTS  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

HATHEWAY  SCHOOL  OF  CONSERVATION  EDUCATION 


Mrs*  Catharine  Lambert 
Middlesex  Road 
Tyngsboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Mrs.  Lambert: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  telling  us  about  the  Bluebirds  nesting  in 
Tyngsboro.  As  you  well  know,  there  is  much  concern  about  these 
favorite  birds,  and  we  certainly  welcome  reports  such  as  yours. 

I  have  told  Mrs.  Emery  about  them,  as  she  is  the  Editor  of  our 
Field  Notes,  and  keeps  records  for  our  publication..  Records  of  New 
England  Birds. 

Would  it  be  too  muc h  trouble  for  you  to  get  ans we rs  from  Mrs.  Files 
and  Mrs.  Kozarski  to  some  of  the  questions  on  the  enclosed  sheets ? 

We  would  be  particularly  interested  to  know  how  many  young  were 
raised  successfully  and  if  the  pairs  had  more  than  one  brood.  Also 
the  locations  of  the  nests  is  valuable  information?  that  is ,  were 

they  in  nest  boxes  or  in  natural  tree  cavities? 

Any  further  help  you  can  give  us  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Dr. 
Drury  is  on  vacation,  so  would  you  please  address  your  reply  to  me? 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  interest. 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs.  Charles  L.  Smith) 

Secretary  to  Dr.  Drury 


THE  OLDEST  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 


birds  until  I  came  out  here  and  saw  so  many  on  my  property.  I  have  seen  33  species  of  birds  in 
my  field.  I  didn’t  realize,  however,  that  the  bluebird  was  becoming  rare.  For  about  five  years  I 
noticed  a  local  bird  count  in  the  newspaper  but  never  saw  bluebirds  mentioned.  One  day  I 
phoned  the  local  bird  woman,  a  lovely  elderly  lady,  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine  Lambert,  and  told 
her  I  had  bluebirds.  Well,  that  started  a  new  experience  for  me.  She  verified  that  I  have  them 
and  came  out  many  times  with  friends.  They  wanted  to  start  birdwalks  from  our  place.  To  see 
such  enthusiasm  about  birds  was  all  new  to  me.  I  became  addicted!  Mrs.  Lambert  reported  my 
bluebirds  to  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society.  The  Society  sent  me  a  letter  with  an  inquiry 
form  to  fill  out  stating  size  and  type  of  box,  height  of  box,  under  what  type  of  trees  or  in  the 
open,  in  what  direction  box  faced,  etc. 

I  have  had  one  or  two  pairs  of  bluebirds  every  year  since  I  moved  here.  A  pair  has  nested  in  a 
scrub  pine  all  these  years  in  the  same  box  4  Vi  feet  above  ground  right  next  to  our  house. 
Another  pair  sometimes  nests  way  down  the  field  in  another  box.  The  rest  of  the  boxes  in  the 
field  are  usually  filled  with  tree  swallows  and  house  wrens.  The  male  bluebird  usually  arrives  at 
my  place  either  the  first  or  second  week  in  April.  The  pair  always  has  had  two  broods  in  the 
same  nest  and  twice  they  have  had  three  broods.  Most  of  the  time  they  have  laid  four  eggs  and 
three  in  the  second  brood.  Only  once  did  they  lay  five  eggs  in  the  first  brood. 

A  strong  suspicion  of  mine  why  I  still  get  bluebirds  is  partly  that  I  still  have  a  good  open  field 
and  my  boxes  are  low  enough  to  discourage  some  of  the  other  birds.  One  bluebird  box  in  1978 
was  rented  by  a  chickadee.  She  was  ousted  by  a  house  wren  who  was  finally  ousted  by  a  tree 
swallow  who  finally  had  six  eggs  which  hatched.  This  box  sure  looked  weird  with  three  nests 
built  on  top  of  each  other. 

In  the  May  9,  1977,  freak  snowstorm  there  were  four  eggs  being  incubated  by  the  mother. 
While  I  was  out  knocking  the  heavy  wet  snow  off  the  trees  around  the  house  on  and  off  all 
night  long,  I  became  concerned  about  the  bluebirds.  I  went  to  the  box  and  saw  a  limb  from  a 
birch  laying  right  on  top  of  the  roof  of  the  box.  I  removed  the  branch  which  was  fairly  heavy. 
The  box  didn’t  seem  damaged.  Now  I  was  really  anxious  so  I  went  for  a  flashlight  to  see  if 
mother  was  still  on  her  eggs.  She  wasn’t.  The  heavy  thud  from  the  limb  apparently  frightened 
her  away.  I  figured  the  eggs  without  her  warmth  that  night  were  done  for.  It  was  heartbreak¬ 
ing.  The  next  morning  which  was  beautiful  and  sunny  she  was  back  to  her  nest  and  the  eggs 
did  hatch  on  time.  I  noticed  later  after  the  fledglings  had  flown,  the  box  was  damaged.  The 
roof  had  leaked  badly.  The  mother  apparently  had  had  enough  of  this  box  and  renested  in 
another  box  down  the  field. 

Now  we  come  to  the  spring  of  1978.  During  the  winter  I  made  six  new  bluebird  houses  tak¬ 
ing  the  best  of  ideas  from  four  different  drawings  and  put  them  out  during  the  middle  of 
March  on  iron  poles  4 Vi  to  5  feet  high,  400  feet  apart  throughout  the  field.  Well,  1  anxiously 
waited  until  the  first  week  in  April  ...  no  bluebirds.  Then  I  figured  the  Blizzard  of  1978  prob¬ 
ably  would  delay  their  arriving  on  time,  so  I  patiently  waited  until  the  third  and  fourth  week  in 
April  and  still  no  bluebirds.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  I  gave  up  very  disappointed.  I 
let  the  tree  swallows  “rent”  four  of  the  new  boxes! 

On  the  15th  of  May  while  out  walking  the  field  and  inspecting  the  tree  swallow  nests,  I 
thought  I  saw  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye  something  bright  blue  fly  by  me.  I  got  so  excited  that 
I  kept  searching  the  yard  and  sure  enough  a  beautiful  male  bluebird  landed  on  my  birdbath.  I 
actually  shrieked  for  joy  and  went  yelling  down  the  field,  “The  bluebirds  are  here,  the 
bluebirds  are  here.”  My  neighbors  must  have  thought  me  crazy  if  they  heard  me.  All  these 
weeks,  of  course,  I  kept  checking  with  other  people  who  usually  have  bluebirds  and  no  one  had 
any. 

On  May  15  the  male  bluebird  arrived  .  .  .  female  finally  came  and  the  nest  built  by  the  20th 
.  .  .  she  laid  one  egg  each  day  starting  May  23rd  to  the  26th  .  .  .  total  of  four  eggs.  She  then 
incubated  the  eggs  until  June  9th  when  they  hatched.  The  next  few  weeks  were  great  fun 
watching  the  parents  feeding  their  young.  Each  morning  I’d  check  the  box  to  see  that  all  was 
going  well.  The  birds  love  to  perch  on  wires  so  I  strung  up  a  plastic  covered  wire  about  20  feet 
from  the  box.  Another  favorite  perch  seems  to  be  the  flagpole.  This  year  the  fledglings  all  flew 
from  the  nest  on  the  same  day  which  was  June  28th.  They  took  14  days  to  hatch  and  19  days  to 
fly.  The  days  were  exciting  watching  the  four  fledglings  make  short  flights  from  place  to  place 


proximately  150  feet  down  the  field  on  July  20th.  The  female  laid  one  egg  each  day  on  July 
25th,  26th,  and  the  27th  .  .  .  total  of  three  eggs  (one  less  than  first  clutch).  She  started  in¬ 
cubating  on  July  28th  and  continued  to  incubate  these  eggs  until  August  30th  ...  34  days.  The 
eggs  never  hatched. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  21  years  my  bluebird  eggs  hadn  t  hatched.  The  eggs  seemed  in  good 
condition.  The  only  probable  explanation  would  be  that  this  second  brood  was  started  late  and 
ran  into  our  terrible  heat  wave.  This  may  have  affected  the  eggs. 

During  all  this  time  father  bluebird  and  the  first-brood  young  often  could  be  seen  perched 
on  top  of  mother’s  nesting  box  throughout  the  34  days.  Finally  the  whole  family  left  my  field  in 
September  which  was  early  but  then  they  didn’t  have  their  second  family  to  feed  and  take  care 
of. 

This  fall  I  cleaned  out  all  my  nesting  boxes  but  kept  the  bluebird  nest  with  the  three  nice 
blue  eggs  in  it  which  is  a  sad  momento  of  these  beautiful  birds. 

Hopefully  I  get  another  pair  or  two  next  spring.  Anyone  interested  in  seeing  bluebirds  may 
contact  me  around  the  first  of  next  May  —  692-2520.  They  are  usually  settled  in  by  that  time 
for  good  viewing. 

Tyngsborough  Lillian  Lund  Files 


The  members  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  would  like 
to  thank  you  and  the  staff  of  your  newsletter  for  the  excellent  tetter  to 
the  editor  by  Lillian  Lund  Files.  This  letter  appeared  in  the  Volume  | 

18,  Number  5  (January,  1979)  issue  of  your  periodical. 

The  description  of  the  bluebirds  and  the  care  given  to  them  is  an 
excellent  tribute  to  the  conservation  mindfulness,  which  is  typical 

^UisThfpurpose  of  our  society  to  encourage  individuals  to  provide 
suitable  nesting  sites  for  the  bluebirds  that  once  again  populations  of 
birds  ma'v  increase.  We  are  most  grateful  to  Massachusetts 


Sincerely, 
Raymond  A.  Prybis 


Perhaps  you  noticed  the  letter  to  the 
Editor  by  Lillian  Files  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  Massachusetts  Audubon.  She 
describes  the  twenty  one  years  of  pleasure 
she  has  derived  from  the  bluebirds  which 
return  to  her  property  in  Tyngsboro  each 
year.  Her  open  inviation  to  contact  her 


fcpnsufiovo' 
Jietos 


KAY  HEDLUND 
Mission  Rd.  251-3889 


BIRD  SOCIETY  FORMED 
IN  TYNGSBORO 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Socie¬ 
ty  held  its  first  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  recently  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Bessie  Nor¬ 
ris  Room  of  the  Littlefield 
Library.  Elected  as  officers 
were:  Carol  Norris, 

chariman,  Joyce  Marinel, 
Teasurer;  and  Ronnieann 
LiPetri,  secretary. 

Among  those  attending  the 
meeting  were  Linda  Zuraski, 
Lynda  Gambale,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Martin  Brick,  Lillian 
Files  and  Ken  Wright. 

The  purpose  of  the  society 
is  to  educate  children  in  the 
care  and  feeding  of  the  birds 
through  the  program  sheld 
twice  yearly  and  bird  walks. 

A  Bird  Trip  to  the  Audubon 
Bird  Sanctuary  at  Plum 
Island  is^  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  *May  12.  All  in¬ 
terested*  in  attending  will 
please  meet  at  the  McCarthy 
Junior  High  School  in 
Chelmsford  at  8  a.m.  and  br¬ 
ing  your  own  lunch.  For  car 
pool  arrangements  or  for 
answers  to  questions  regar¬ 
ding  the  trip  or  the  Society, 
please  call  Joyce  Marinel  at 
251-8060. 

The  next  meeting  of  the 
Bird  Society  is  scheduled  for 
Wednesday,  May  16  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Bessie  Norris 
Room  of  the  Littlefield 
Library.  New  members  are 
always  welcomed. 


Tyngsboro  A" 

Bird  Society  L 
Meets  June  20  /  1 


TGBO-There  will  be  a  meeting  of 
the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  at  7:30 
p.m.  on  Wednesday,  June  20  in  the 
Bessie  Norris  Room  of  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library.  Besides  voting  on 
by-lawaand  organizing  a  field  trip 
to  the /Great  Meadows  Wildlife 
Preserve  in  Concord,  Mass.,  we 
will  welcome  Mrs.  Blanche  Clarke 
who  will  do  a  wildflower  slide 
presentation.  Family  mem¬ 
berships  at  $2.00  per  family  will  be 
'ailable.  Come  for  an  enjoyable 


There  will  he  a  meeting  of  the  Tyngsboro 'Jlrd  Society  at  7*30  potio 
on  Wednesdays  June  BO  in  the  Bessie  Norris  Hoorn  of  the  Littlefield 
Library  in  Tyngsboro.  There  will  be  a  business  meetlngo  Then 
Mrs o  Blanche  Clarke  will  do  a  wildflower  sl5.de  presentation 
**amily  membership  at  $2CD0  per  family  will  be  available*  Come 


on  j  oyaba  Xe 


for 


evening  o 


We  hope  to  see  many 
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Wo  members  there 0 


GOOD  NEWS 


that  Lillian  Tiles*  Bluebirds  would  not  return 


We  were  all  worried 
this  year  o  A  pair  was  seen  only  briefly  in  her  back  yard  earlier 
this  spring o  It  appeared  that  this  might  be  the  first  year  in  over 
two  decades  that  they  would  not  spend  the  summer  Q  Fortunately^  a 
male  returned  several  day  a  ago©  If  he  ean  successfully  a 

femalewe  may  have  a  brood  yet©  We  will  keep  you  up  to  date 
schedule  any  Bluebird  observations  accordingly©  Keep  your  fingers 
crossed© 


Rescheduled  Quarterly  Meeting  and  Bluebird 


Observation  Combined: 


Tuesday,  August  14, 
Files'  home  on  Scribner 


Bluebird  Observation:  July  11  at 

Lilliam  Files 
the  years  at 
Bluebirds.  She  puts  a  great 


6:00  pm. 
has  been 
attract- 
deal  of 


As  some  of  you  know, 

very  successful  over 
ing 

effort  into  it.  Unfortunately,  the  past 
two  years  have  been  hard  times  for  the 
local  Bluebird  population.  We  were  worried 
that  this  year  would  be  the  first  in  over 
twenty  that  Bluebirds  would  not  make  their  I 
residence  in  her  back  yard.  A  pair  visited | 
briefly  in  the  spring,  then  left.  A  lone 
male  has  returned,  however,  and  spends  much 
of  the  day  perched  in  a  white  pine  tree  in 
Lillian's  yard.  When  was  the  last  time  you] 
saw  a  Bluebird,  if  ever?  Join  us.  See  you 
at  the  B.P.  gas  station  on  Route  40  (near 
Long  Sought  For  Pond)  at  6:00  pm  on  July  11. 


7:00  pm,  at  Lillian 
Road  in  Tyngsboro. 

The  Summer  Quarterly  Meeting  scheduled 
for  last  month  had  to  be  postponed. 
Lillian  has  generously  offered  to  have  the 
rescheduled  meeting  at  her  home  so  that  all 
who  attend  can  enjoy  her  Bluebirds. 

Since  our  Bluebird  observation  last 
month,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  ex¬ 
citing  activity  at  Lillian’s  house.  A 
female  belatedly  arrived  to  join  the  male. 
She  built  a  very  large  nest  in  just  one  day 
and  laid  four  eggs.  One  of  the  tiny  pink 
babies  has  just  hatched  and  the  others  are 
probably  pecking  their  way  out  as  this  is 
being  written.  On  August  14  th  they  will 
still  be  in  the  box  and  the  parents  will  be 
busy  feeding  the  hungry  infants.  Lillian 
will  open  the  box  to  give  us  a  peek.  She 
checks  on  them  daily  to  see  that  all  is 
well. 

We  hope  to  see  you  there.  Bring  a 
friend.  Follow  the  map  to  Lillian's  house, 
with  the  sign  Wind  Swept  Acres,  or  wait  at 
the  B.P.  gas  station  at  6:55  for  an  escort 


Q.  Do  we  have  bluebirds  in  Massachusetts? 

,  T.S.,  Boston 

A.  The  only  bluebird  “census”  is  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Count  for  all  birds  taken  under  the 
auspices  of  New  York  City’s  National  Audu¬ 
bon  Society.  Latest  available  published  figures 
in  the  society’s  American  Birds  show  only 
seven  bluebirds  in  Massachusetts. 

While  there  are  undoubtedly  far  fewer 
bluebirds  in  the  state  than  at  any  time  in  his¬ 
tory,  the  count  is  misleading  because  many 
bluebirds  migrate  south  in  the  winter.  When 
they  return  they  are  hard  to  find  because  they 
hide  during  nesting.  Bluebirds  are  rural 
dwellers  and  flee  from  house  sparrows  that  ac¬ 
company  men  and  their  dwellings.  They  will 
nest  in  newly  created  wilderness,  such  as  the 
Quabbin  Reservoir. 


'7/ 


Bluebird  Banding  Pantyl 

A  Bluebird  Sanding.  Aoclal  hour  woa  AeJd  cut  Windruept  Acner  in  J yngrbono  cut  the.  Siler1 
reridence  cut  8:  JO  A.  ft.  August  /Oth, 

Mr,  Baird  of  the.  Mctaa,  Audubon  Socletg  from.  Lincoln,  Mclaa,  did  the,  honorr,  He.  bt 
Loan  nine-day  old  nerlllngA  in  Lillian  3ile a  rcreenporch  while.  1 8  hiterented  neighborhood 
ApectatorA  witnessed  the.  roene,  it  urar  a  need,  exciting  expedience  fan.  all  of  them, 

Mr,  Bcuind  went  to  the  Bluebird  box.  and  tool  out  the  faun.  nerlllngA  and  b nought  them,  into' 
the  ponch  and  handed  them  to  Sine,  3  J.  Jen.  ao  they,  would  keep  wanm  in  hen  handr  while  he  p no  deed¬ 
ed  to  band  each  one  repcrotely  with  an  alum  inurn  band  He  then  pul  theimhack  in  the  nesting, 
box  gulckly  oa  the  parent  a  wene.  anxiouAlg  flying  around  the  empty,  box*  ft  a.  Baind  then  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  gnoup  about  the  11,5*  Wildlife  banding  numbenA  and  annivened  many  Autenentlng 
< yuenlionr, 

(hike  fotrald,  Prerident  of  the  fJW  Saturn  Hewrlettcr  from  QAelmAfond  256-5/23  woa  there, 

J  he  [JIM  La  an  abbreviation  fan  Chelmrford-J yngrb  oro-W ertford,  Anyone  intemeAted  in  Binding, 
oa  detune  actiyitler  nhould  contact  Dike  oa  they  have  many  LntereAtlng  pnognomA  and  field 
tnlpA  fon  iJiiA  area, 

(Joyce  Marlnat  from  the  3 yngAbono  Bind  Society  ( 2 Jl  -8060)  woa  cuIao  theme,  (joyce  Ia  an 
excellent  bindem  and  La  verity  much  Lntdrerted  in  becoming  a  bander  which  retainer  a  rpeclat 
JlcenAe,  She  war  inAtmunental  in  getting  thin  Society  off  the  gnound  again  thin,  pant  yean. 

She  -La  veny  much  Lntererted  now  in  pnomoting  a  Bluebird  3 noil  in  3  yngAbono  oa  there  bind  a.  one 
ao  ncme  in  MaArachurettA  now  and  we1  a  tike  to  keep  them,  coming,  Uicilrmari  of  the  3 yngrbo/Jf/f^i. 
Bind  Society  La  Corot  SoaaIa,  Secretary  -  Ponnle-Ann  Li^etrl,  foyce  Marine!,  3 'rear, 

JhiA  organisation  a  goal  La  to  educate  the  childnen  on  binding  &b&8&  which  needr  adult  par¬ 
ticipation  to  accxmplinh  thin, 

Maa,  JileA  had  had  Bluebird.  fon  oven  2b  yecinn  Aince  rhe  moved  to  3 yngAbono  from  Belmont, 
She  hoA  many  boxen,  in  hen  field  to  encourage  the  BluebindA  and  La  t/uying  to  encounage  people 
to  make  Bluebird  boxen.  She  had  an.  article  in  the  January  innue  of  the  Audubon  Hewrletter  cud 
the  n&AponAe  woa  encouraging  , , «  8j  phone  callr,  numenouA  tettenA  and  62  boxen  wane  made  fnom 
hen  benign,  People  fnom  all  oven  MaArachurettA  have  come  to  hen  field  to  view  the  BluebindA 
which  La  evident  from,  hen  Bluebird  Juert  Book, 

Maa,  JileA,  needlcAA  to  Aay,  La  a  member  of  Ihe  Honth  American  Bluebird  Society  of  Silver. 
Spring,  Maryland,  She  plariA  to  attend  their  annual  meeting  in  H  ov ember,  $ 

BluebindA  which  were  oLao  caJUnd  the  Blue  Pobin  in  Pilgrim  timer  may  be  able  to  rurviue 
ijf  enough  boxer  one  put  up  in  the  night  habitat,  3 he  neanon  for  their  mart  revere  decline  -La 
that  they  can  t  find  their  natural  nerting  riler  anymore  ruch  or  wooden  fence  portr  and  old 
woodpecker  holer,  Canada  har  the  langert  Bluebird  3 nail  -  2000  miler  long  -  which  1a  er- 
timated  to  produce  come  JOOO  fjcdglingr  each  yean,  Making  Bluebird  Jrailr  ir  a  good  conrer- 


vation  minded  program , 
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MRS.  JOHN  H.  VALENTINE 
566  ACTON  STREET 
CARLISLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  01741 
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This  lady  borrowed  one  of  my  bluebird  boxes 
and  a  week  late  phoned  me  to  say  that  she  & 
her  husband  had  40  boxes  made  to  donate  to 
our  "Save  the  Bluebird  Committee". 
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North  American 


Second  Annual  Meeting 
November  9, 10, 11, 1979 

■  ■■  ■  i£  '  ■ 


|  ;  Conference  Center  of  the 
%  National  Zoological  Park 
Bl&JFront  Royal*  Virginia 


Opening  remarks— Master  of 
Ceremonies,  William  R.  Stott,  Jr 
Dean  of  Student  Affairs, 
Georgetown  University 
Invocation — Rev.  Raymond 
Prybis,  OMI,  Professor,  Oblate 
College,  Washington,  D.C. 


Bluebird  Conservation  in  Mississippi 
R.B.  Layton,  Author  &  Publisher, 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
Homes  for  Bluebirds 
Jack  Finch,  Bailey,  North  Carolina 
Georgia’s  Bluebirds 
Col.  William  R.  Robertson,  Roswell, 
Georgia 

Bluebird  Trails  as  Interpretive  Tools 
Richard  M.  Tuttle,  Georgetown, 
Ohio 


Whooping  cranes 


TYNGSBORO  -  A  film  entitled  “The  Great  White  Bird” 
will  be  shown  at  the  Tyngsboro  Junior  Senior  High  School 
Friday  at  7:30  p.m.. 

The  hour  long  colored  feature  on  the  rare  whooping  crane 
was  put  together  by  the  National  History  Service  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  and  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society. 

The  film  took  several  years  to  produce  and  shows  how  the 
population  of  50  birds  was  brought  up  to  the  present  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  109.  The  documentary  is  a  cooperative  project 
of  the  Canadian  and  U.S.  Governments.  Admission  is  free. 


Regional  Status  of  Bluebirds 

(1)  Western— Allen  Prigge, 
Eugene,  Oregon 

(2)  Mountain— Lome  Scott,  ^ 
Indianhead,  Saskatchewan 

(3)  Eastern— Lawrence  Zeleny, 
Founder,  NABS . 


National  Zoological  Park  Conserva 
tion  Center  film 
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■Recycling  scrap  wood  to  size* 
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Drilling  the  proper  lj"  hole. 

|  Recycled  cut-up  wood  ready  for  nailing. 
Will  he  fit  into  the  holef?.* 


Where  bluebirds 
get  a  helping  hand 


By  DAVID  PEVEAE 
Sun  Staff 

TYNGSBORO  —  The  only  thing  missing 
from  this  entire  tale  of  bluebirds  is  a  little 
audio  background  —  Perhaps,  Paul  Mc¬ 
Cartney  chirping  a  few  bars  of  ‘I’m  a 
bluebird,  I’m  a  bluebird...’ 

There  are  bluebird  boxe^,  bluebird  egg 
shells,  bluebird  pictures,  pamphlets, 
magazines  and,  resting  on  the  coffee  table 
as  one  steps  into  the  house  is  —  you  gues¬ 
sed  it  —  a  fake  bluebird. 

So  until  you’ve  visited  Lilian  Files’ 
home,  tucked  aWay  in  the  hills  of 
Tyngsboro,  you  just  can’t  understand  what 
being  obsessed  with  bluebirds  is  really  all 
about. 

The  view  from  her  Scribner  Hill 
backyard  could  have  been  rolled  off  the 
pages  of  National  Geographic  but, 
somehow,  the  picture  isn’t  quite  right  for 
Files  until  spring  rolls  around.  That’s 
when  bluebirds  fly  in  to  the  scene  as  they 
have  every  spring  for  the  past  26  years. 

“People  are  quite  nutty  about  them,” 
she  says  proudly. 

THE  STORY  GOES  that  if  you’re  under 
30  and  live  in  New  England  chances  are 
you’ve  never  seen  one  of  these  feathered 
creatures,  whom  Thoreau  said  carried 
‘the  sky  on  their  back.’  Yet  50  years  ago 
they  were  among  the  commonest 
songbirds  in  America. 

So,  what  happened? 

The  reasons  for  their  disappearance 
from  the  New  England  landscape  are 
threefold,  according  to  Files,  whose  home 
is  frequently  visited  by  bluebirders  from 
all  over. 

First,  they  don’t  like  pesticides,  so 
you’ll  never  see  one  nesting  in  neighboring 
Chelmsford  or  Westford,  both  of  which  an¬ 
nually  spray  for  mosquitos. 

Also,  the  wooden  fence  post,  once  so 
prominant  in  rural  New  England,  has 
given  way  to  its  metal  counterpart. 
Bluebirds  prefer  nesting  atop  wooden 
posts  or  in  woodpecker  holes  close  to  the 
ground. 

Nowadays,  however,  most  people  clear 
dead  wood  from  their  yards  and,  in  the 
process,  may  be  shooing  their  bluebird  of 
happiness  away. 

“IN  THE  APPLE  orchards  in  Westford 
you  may  see  as  many  as  22  bluebirds  at  a 
single  time,”  Files  says.  “But  they  don’t 
nest  there.  They  can  sense  the  pesticide.” 

The  bluebird  summers  in  New  England 
and  Canada  and  winters  in  the  area  of 
Maryland  and  the  Carolinas.  Since  about 
70  years  ago,  they  have  been  wiped  out  at 


such  an  alarming  rate  that  they  couiu 
become  extinct  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

So  Files,  along  with  members  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  is  trying  to  in¬ 
terest  people  in  forming  a  bluebird  trail 
around  town  so  the  birds  will  continue  to 
return  to  the  area  every  spring.  This 
would  involve  spacing  nesting  boxes  about 
100  yards  apart,  in  open  areas,  throughout 
Tyngsboro. 

Bluebirds  have  been  visiting  Files’ 
backyard  since  the  day  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  moved  from  Belmont  to  their  20-acre 
spread  in  Tyngsboro  in  1954.  Ironically, 
her  husband  sells  construction  materials, 
which  for  a  devout  birder  is  like  having  an 
antagonist  in  the  same  household. 

“I  just  hope  my  fellow  birders  don’t  find 
out,”  she  kids. 

FOR  ABOUT  FIVE  years  after  she  first 
moved  to  Tyngsboro,  Files  regulary 
checked  a  local  bird  count  in  the  paper  but 
never  spotted  anything  pertaining  to 
bluebirds.',She  knew  they  were  chirping  in 
her  yard  so  she  phoned  a  local  bird 
watcher  to  have  it  confirmed.  And  to  this 
day  she’s  been  a  bluebird  fanatic. 

“I  have  had  one  or  two  pairs  of  bluebirds 
every  year  since  I  moved  here,”  she  says. 
“A  pair  has  nested  in  a  scrub  tree  all  these 
years  in  the  same  box,  four  and  a  half  feet 
above  the  ground  next  to  our  house.” 

The  male  usually  is  the  first  to  arrive, 
sometime  in  the  early  spring,  but  doesn’t 
always  find  the  box  ready  for  occupancy. 

In  1978,  one  bluebird  box,  according  to 
Files,  was  taken  over  by  a  chickadee,  who 
was  ousted  by  a  house  wren,  who  was 
finally  evicted  by  a  tree  swallow. 

“They’re  nice  birds,  too,  but  they  drive 
me  crazy,”  says  Bluebird  Fan  Number  1. 
“They  take  up  all  the  boxes.  If  the 
bluebirds  see  too  much  activity  they’ll 
leave.” 

THEN  THERE  WAS  the  torturous  wait 
of  the  spring  of  1978  when  Files  realized 
her  bluebirds  would  be  late  because  of  the 
harsh  winter  snows.  Frustrated,  she  gave 
up  her  bird  watch  in  early  May  and  let  four 
new.  boxes  out  to  tree  swallows. 

“On  the  15th  of  May,  while  out  walking 
the  field  and  inspecting  the  tree  swallows’ 
nests,  I  thought  I  saw  out  of  the  corner  of 
my  eye  something  bright  blue  fly  by  me,” 
she  recalls. 

“I  got  so  excited  that  I  kept  searching 
the  yard  and  sure  enough  a  beautiful  male 
bluebird  landed  on  my  birdbath.  I  actually 
shrieked  for  joy  and  went  yelling  down  the 
field  ...‘the  bluebirds  are  here!’  My 
neighbors  must  have  thought  me  crazy  if 
they  heard  me.” 


Save  the  Bluebirds 


God  must  have  created  the  bluebird  for 
man’s  benefit  and  enjoyment.  When  blu¬ 
ebirds  nest  nearby  and  you  are  able  to  hear 
them  and  observe  their  actions  each  day,  you 
then  can  truly  know  the  meaning  of  aesthet¬ 
ics,  love,  beauty,  bliss,  serenity,  and  family 
devotion  which  come  to  ua  through  the 
bluebird. 

In  our  present  day  we  emphasize  youth  and 
the  activities  of  the  young.  Yet  there  are  more 
and  more  of  our  older  people  who  have  retired 
from  the  active  life  of  earning  a  living  and 
rearing  children.  Many  live  alone  with  a  void 
in  their  lives  with  which  they  have  to  cope. 
Nesting  bluebirds  which  can  be  observed  in 
the  spring  and  summer  will  help  fill  that  void 
and  replace  some  of  the  emptiness  and  loneli¬ 
ness  with  delight  and  joy. 

So  let's  save  the  bluebirds.  Fifty  years  ago] 
the  eastern  bluebirds  were  among  the  com¬ 
monest  of  songbirds  in  America.  Yet  today,  | 
many  of  us  find  it  hard  to  remember  when  we 
last  saw  this  bird.  Many  of  us  have  never  seen  | 
one!!!  *' 

The  bluebirds’  population  has  dropped  I 
dramatically  in  recent  years  for  several  rea-| 
sons:  pesticides,  shortage  of  nesting  cavities, 
house  sparrows,  and  the  starlings. 

To  combat  these  problems  the  “Save  the  I 
Bluebird"  Committee  has  been  formed,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society,  and 
the  CTW  Nature  Newsletter.  The  goal  of  this  I 
committee  is  to  establsih  a  bluebird  nesting| 
trail  in  the  surrounding  communities. 

II  Country  roads,  fields,  cemeteries,  and  golfl 
courses  are  good  locations  for  nesting.  To[ 
date  we  have  a  total  of  233  nesting  boxes 
made,  many  of  which  have  found  homes  in 
the  areas  previously  mentioned.  The  goal  for  | 


this  year  is  300  boxes  built  and  set  out. 

To  accomplish  this  goal  the  committee  is] 
looking  for  people  who  have  the  proper  habi¬ 
tat,  and  would  like  to  have  a  bluebird  box 
placed  there.  If  interested  please  call  Joyce 1 
Marinel  or  Lillian  Files  for  further  I 
information. 


The  next  meeting  of  this  committee  will  be 
held  at  the  Littefield  Library,  Tyngsborough, 
March  12,  at  7:30  pm.  This  meeting  is  opened 
to  all  interested  people.  We  will  be  discussing 
proper  mounting  of  these  boxes,  and  how  to 
monitor  the  boxes.  Slides  of  the  eastern  blu¬ 
ebird  will  also  be  shown,  Hope  to  see  you 
there! 


Save  the  Bluebird'  committee 
organized  in  Tyngsboro 


TYNGSBORO  -  The  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society  has  organized  a  special 
"Save  the  Bluebird”  committee,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  statistics  which  show  that  the 
bluebird  population  has  decreased  dra¬ 
matically  during  recent  years  because 
of  pesticide  spraying,  a  shortage  of  nest¬ 
ing  cavities  and  harrassment  by  house 
spairows  and  starlings. 

According  to  Joyce  Marinel  and  Lil¬ 
lian  Files,  the  group’s  goal  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  bluebird  nesting  trail  in  Tyng¬ 
sboro  and  surrounding  communities. 

To  date,  233  nesting  boxes  have  been 
constructed  and  will  be  placed  along 
country  roads,  in  fields,  cemeteries  and 
golf  courses.  It  is  expected  that  approxi¬ 
mately  300  boxes  will  be  located  in 
1980. 

The  "Save  the  Bluebird”  committee 
will  hold  a  public  meeting  March  12,  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Littlefield  Library. 

Information  is  being  solicited  on  the 


proper  mounting  of  the  nesting  boxes 
and  monitoring  to  prevent  vandalism.  A 
slide  show  on  the  Eastern  United  States  | 
bluebird  will  be  shown. 


bluebird  nesting  train  in  the  | 
surrounding  communities. 

Country  roads,  fields ,  j 
cemeteries,  and  golf  courses  I 
are  good  locations  for! 
nesting.  To  date,  we  have  a 
total  of  233  nesting  boxes 
made,  many  of  which  have 
found  homes  in  the  areas 
_  previously  mentioned.  The 

for  this  year  is  300  boxes 
SAVE  THE  BLUEBIRDS  built  and  set  out. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the 
leastern  bluebirds  were 
among  the  commonest  of 


Tyngsboro  Bird  Sociely 
to  show  wildlife  films£&| 

TYNGSBORO  -  The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  will  be 
I  showing  two  films  from  the  state  Audobon  Society’s  de¬ 
partment  of  Natural  History  Service  on  Thursday  at  7 
[  p.m.  at  the  Lakeview  School.  The  film,  "Our  Wildlife 
Heritage”  was  produced  by  Dick  Borden  and  shows  wild¬ 
life  in  New  England.  The  film,  "The  Beaver  Dam,” 
which  shpws  the  beaver  at  work,  is  geared  for  young 
children. 


songbirds  in  America.  Yet 
today,  many  of  us  find  it 
hard  to  remember  when  we 
last  saw  this  bird.  Many  of  us 
|  have  never  seen  one! 

The  bluebirds’  population 
has  dropped  dramatically  in 
recent  years  for  several 
reasons  —  pesticides, 
shortage  of  nesting  cavities, 
house  sparrows,  and  the 
starlings. 

To  combat  these  pro¬ 
blems,  the  ‘'Save  the 
Bluebird”  Committee  has 
been  formed,  sponsored  by 
the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  and  the  CTW  Nature 
Newsletter.  The  goal  of  this 
committee  is  to  establish  a 


To  accomplish  this  goal, 
the  committee  is  looking  for 
people  who  have  the  proper 
habitat,  and  would  like  to 
have  a  bluebird  box  placed 
there.  If  interested,  please 
call  Joyce  Marinel  or  Lillian 
Files  for  further  informa¬ 
tion. 

The  next  meeting  of  this 
committee  will  be  held  at  the 
Littlefield  Library, 
Tyngsborough,  March  12,  at 
7:30  p.m.  This  meeting  is 
opened  to  all  interested  peo¬ 
ple.  We  will  be  discussing 
proper  mounting  of  these 
boxes,  and  how  to  monitor 
the  boxes.  Slides  of  the 
eastern  bluebird  will  also  be 
shown. 

Hope  to  see  you  there! 


Save  Bluebirds 
Comm.  Meets 
March  12 

TGBO-Fifty  years  ago  the 
Eastern  Bluebirds  were  among  the 
commonest  of  songbirds  in 
America.  Yet  today,  many  of  us' 
find  it  hard  to  remember  when  we 
last  saw  this  bird.  Many  of  us  have 
never  seen  one! 

The  Bluebirds’  population  has 
dropped  dramatically  in  recent 
years  for  several  reasons: 
Pesticides,  shortage  of  nesting 
cavities,  House  Sparrows,  and  the 
Starlings. 

To  combat  these  problems  the 
“Save  the  Bluebird”  Committee 
has  been  formed,  sponsored  by  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  and  the 
CTW  Nature  Newsletter.  The  goal 
of  this  committee  is  to  establish  a 
Bluebird  nesting  trail  in  the 
surrounding  communities. 

Country  roads,  fields,  | 
cemeteries,  and  golf  courses  are 
good  locations  for  nesting.  To  date 
we  have  a  total  of  233  nesting  boxes 
made,  many  of  which  have  found 
homes  in  the  areas  previously 
mentioned.  The  goal  for  this  year  is 
300  boxes  built  and  set  out. 

Nesting  Boxes  Offered 

To  accomplish  this  goal  the 
committee  is  looking  for  people 
who  have  the  proper  habitat,  and 
would  like  to  have  a  Bluebird  box 
placed  there.  If  interested  please  I 
call  Joyce  Marine!  or  Lillian  Files 
for  further  information. 

The  next  meeting  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  held  at  the  Littlefield 
Library,  Tyngsborough,  March  12 
at  7:30  p.m.  This  meeting  is  opened 
to  all  interested  people.  We  will  be 
discussing  proper  mounting  of 
these  boxes,  and  how  to  monitor! 
the  boxes.  Slides  of  the  Eastern 
Bluebird  will  also  be  shown. 


on  February  22  by  these  members  of  the  “Save  the  Bluebirds” 
Committee  in  Tyngsboro  The  boxes  will  be  placed  at  suitable 
locations  on  the  property  of  interested  persons  who  are  invited  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  group  on  March  12  at  7 :30  p  m.  in  the  Littlefield 


Library 


SAVfi  THIS  BLUEBIRD 


FFORT 


A  number  of  our  members  have  been 
working  with  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Sodet 
in  £x  Bluebird  trail  project  in  an 
attempt  to  attract  Bluebirds  back  int 
this  area.  Over  the  past  few  decades 
the  Bluebird  population  has  decreased 
90/?,  due  to  habitat  destruction  and 
competition  for  nesting  sites,  primar 
ily  from  Starlings  and  English  Bparrc* 
About  300  Bluebird  nesting  boxes"  have 
been  put  up  in  suitable  locations. 

The  desired  habitat  sought  by  Bluebir 
is  a  large  opened  mowed  area  such  as 
a  golf  course,  cemetary  or  large  or 
adjoining  yards#,  mach  box  is  number e 
and  will  be  monitored  regularly.  If 
you  see  a  Bluebird  in  the  vicinity 
during  the  spring  or  summer  please 
call  Joyce  Larinel  25I-806O  or  Lillia: 


The  local  Bird  Committee  was 
more  than  pleased  with  the  at¬ 
tendance  last  week  of  some  30 
persons  who  were  interested  in  the 
attempt  to  attract  the  bluebird 
back  to  this  area  with  the  boxes. 
Instructions  were  given  as  to  how 
and  where  to  place  these  bird 
houses  and  slides  aided  the 
demonstration.  Mrs.  Lillian  Files 
and  Mrs.  Joyce  Marine!  were  in 
charge  of  this  project  that  took 
place  at  the  Littlefield  Library. 


Donate  To  Two  _ 
Local  Funds  ^ 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Senior 
Citizens  Club  had  its  St.  Patrick’s 
Day  dinner  on  March  22  at  the 
Community  Center  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Madeline 
McGarry.  A  roast  beef  dinner  was 
served  by  Riley  Caterers.  Father 
George  Williams  was  guest  of 
honor.  After  the  dinner  a  sing-a- 
!  long  and  dancing  was  enjoyed  by 
the  guests. 

On  March  26  the  club  had  its 
regular  meeting.  Donations  were 
sent  to  the  Scholarship  Fund  and 
the  Booster  Club.  These  donations 
are  voluntary  collections  from  the 

I  members.  - — __ — - —  - 

/  After  the  meeting,  slides  were 
shown  about  the  Blue  bird.  This\ 
jvas  done  by  Mrs.  Files  who  is  a) 
member  of  the  Blue  Bird  Society- 
The  ■MxFffiEefmg^FttlecIu&wiirBe 
April  9.  The  Annual  Sprin'g  Hat 
Parade  will  be  on  the  agenda  for 
this  day. 


I  Th^Tyngsboraigh  Bird  Society 
will  hold  their  annual  meeting  on  | 
May  23  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library  Guest  8pe»*erfor 
the  evening  will  be  Mr.  BiU  Harris 
of  Chelmsford,  who  will  show 
slides  of  New  England  birds. 

I  Everyone  is  welcome  and  may 
f  bring  a  friend.  Local  birding  was 
^excellent  last  week  or  so  with  some 
fof  the  birds  sighted  being 
Bobolinks.  Broad  Winged  Hawk, 
Yellow  Throat,  PtneWarbler,  Red 
Eyed  Vireo,  Greater  Yellow  Legs, 
Rose  Breasted  Grosbeak  and 
Redstarts  and  also  8®veJ’®‘  i 
bluebirds  have  been  seen  in  the  | 


area./3^. 


Ttjng*  bosioug  h  Bifid.  Soc.le.ty 
Tyng*  bofioug  h,  Ma44 , 


f 


ThlA  will  cefitlfiy  that__ 
li>  a.  membe.fi  fiofi  the  yea.fi  1^80-1^81 


The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
[held  a  well  attended  annual 
I  meeting  on  May  23rd  at  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library.  New  officers 
elected  for  1980  are  as  follows: 
President,  Lil  Files;  Treasurer, 
Joyce  Marinel;  and  Secretary, 

|  RonnieAnn  LePetri.  An  excellent 
lecture-slide  program  on  New 
England  birds  was  presented  by 
Bill  Harris  of  Chelmsford  following 
the  meeting  and  refreshments 
were  served. 

The  “Save  the  Bluebird”  com¬ 
mittee  has  had  a  good  start  in  1960 
placing  approximately  340  bird 
boxed  out  by  the  first  of  April.  They 
have  given  many  bluebird  slide 
lecture  programs  throughout 
eastern  Massachusetts,  which 
helps  tremendously  to  promote 
their  program.  Ii\  the  past  few 
weeks  the  group  has  received 
requests  for  programs  for  next 
year  and  persons  interested  may 
contact  Lil  Files  (692-2520)  or 
Joyce  Marinel  (251-8060). 

In  recent  years,  Mrs.  Files  has 
had  Mass.  Audubon  leaders  come 
to  her  place  with  birding  groups  to 
view  bluebirds  in  the  Scribner 
Road  area.  This  year  on  May  28, 
[two  Mass.  Audubon  leaders, 

Martha  Holland  and  Betty 
Valentine,  with  a  group  of  42  bir¬ 
ders  met  at  the  File  residence  to 
view  a  pail*  of  nesting  bluebirds 
and  five  nestlings  which  had 
fledged  that  day.  They  were  shown 
bluebird  boxes  on  trees  and  poles 
which  were  rented  out  to  many  tree 
swallows  but  enjoyed  looking  into 
the  boxes  and  seeing  six  nice  white 
eggs  in  the  many  houses.  The 
group  then  birded  down  to  Upper 
Massapoag  Lake  in  TyngsbortLand 
identified  a  total  of  44  specie*  of 
birds  including  the  black-billed 
cuckoo,  cedar  waxwings,  bob-o- 
links,  rose  breasted  grosbeaks, 
spotted  and  solitary  sandpipers, 
greater  yellow  legs,  red-eyed 
Vireo,  Great  Blue,  Kingfishers, 
Least  and  great  Crested  Flycat¬ 
chers,  pine  warbler,  black- 
throated  ‘  green,  and  yellow 
throated  Vireo,  to  name  ,a  few. 
Following  the  bird  walk  the  group 
enjoyed  bag  lunches  in  Lil  Files’ 
backyard  overlooking  a  view  of  the 
‘‘tail-end-of  the  Y.hite  Mountains”, 
which  they  always  enjoy. 


LiJUixtri  JUjca. 


Pfietsldent 


tyoyaz.  IhcuujieJL 
SecAetafiy/TfieaMiAefi 


(’MKI)-The  Woodridge  Gar¬ 
deners  held  their  October  meeting 
at  the  Adams  Library  Carriage 
House.  A  most  informative  talk 
and  slide  presentation  on  blue  bird 
preservation  and  ways  to  attract 
blue  birds  to  your  neighborhood 
was  given  by  Joyce  Marinel  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  Mrs. 
Marinel  stressed  the  fact  that  blue 
birds  were  once  a  common  sight  in 
our  area  but  now  the  population  of 
this  beautiful  and  useful  bird  has 
plummeted,  due  mainly  to  a 
shortage  of  natural  cavities  for 
nesting.  Blue  birds  need  help  to 
survive  and  if  anyone  is  interested 
in  learning  more  about  these  ef¬ 
forts  and  how  you  can  become 
involved,  please  call  Joyce 
Marinel,  251-8060  or  Lillian  Files, 
692-2520.  Following  the  program,  a 
drawing  was  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Marinel  and  the  lucky  winner  of  a 
handmade  biue  bird  nesting  box 
was  Judy  Hawes. 


t’MFD-A  BIRD'S  NEST  IN  A  MAIL  BOX  is  an  intriguing  subject  for 
the  Newsweekly  photographer  who  found  the  nest  in  the  RFD  mailbox 
of  Mrs.  Otis  Brown  on  Barton  Hill  Road.  Mrs.  Brown  watched  a  small 
brown  bird  build  the  nest  which  has  small  white  pebbles  for  its  foun¬ 
dation.  also  brought  in  by  the  bird  and  faintly  visible  in  the  photo.  The 
next  is  empty  now.  the  bird  having  reared  her  family  and  flown  away. 
Recently  a  group  of  members  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bind  Society  and  the 
Chelmsford-Westford-Tyngsboro  Nature  Group  visited  the  unique 
nest,  inspected  it  and  talked  with  Mrs.  Brown,  later  making  her  an 
Honorary  Member  of  their  Society.  One  of  the  primary  interests  of 
that  organization  is  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  bluebirds 
and  members  have  made  several  hundred  nesting-boxes  which  are 
under  close  observation  in  the  3  towns  and  elsewhere.  New  members 
of  the  group  are  always  welcome;  interesting  field  trips,  bird  walks 
and  other  events  are  offered.  ( Photo  by  Jean  Sougnez) 


Mrs • 


Elmer  T.  Carlson 

P  O.  BOX  2S7 

SANDWICH,  MASSACHUSETTS  02563 


September  30,  i 980 


Dear  Lillian ,  ° 

Here  you  see  Kim’s  (your)  Bluebird  box  waiting 
for  its  first  tenant •  In  the  garage  are  four  more 
of  the  same  model  made  from  scrap  lumber  we  had  on 
hand •  Two  of  these  will  be  wrapped  as  Christmas 
gifts  for  family .  Our  daughter’s  family  Hue  on 
5  acres  in  Clinton,  Connecticut  and  will  eventually 
work  up  to  a  " trail"  -  I  hope •  I  am  not  so  sure 
about  results  on  my  son’s  and  wife’s  location  with 
tall  trees  by  a  lake  in  North  Branford ,  Connecticut • 

What  I  need  are  some  of  your  "Blue  Bird" 
leaflets  to  send  along  with  each  box .  I  tried 
making  some  copies,  but  decided  I  liked  the  original 
better .  I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  $2.30,  if  you 
would  please  deduct  for  postage  and  send  me  a  few, 
keeping  any  odd  change  for  a  donation . 

So  far,  we’ve  had  no  tenants  of  any  kind,  except 
for  a  spider  or  two,  which  I  keep  dispossessing • 

The  barn  swallows  have  long  since  left  us  with  their 
one  chick  they  hatched • 

At  the  end  of  October  we  will  be  leaving  for 
Florida,  but  the  man  who  looks  after  us  here  (and 
loved  making  the  boxes)  will  be  happy  to  monitor 
for  us  until  we  return  in  May .  Then  I  hope  to 
continue  with  more  boxes • 

On  September  7  while  on  our  way  to  Vermont,  we 
stopped  off  in  Tyngsboro .  From  your  card  I  didn’t 
really  expect  to  find  you  at  home,  but  we  were  happu 

..  bSMUH)!  ,  , 

to  see  your  town,  visited  your  grocery  with  the  good 
looking  meats,  and  even  tried  the  phone,  the  police¬ 
woman  up  the  satreet  kindly  putting  the  call  through 
for  me.  We  might  have  gone  further  to  find  your  place 
and  see  an  area  where  bluebirds  actually  come,  but 


we  had  a  long  way  to  go  and  another  stop  along  the  way, 
so  I  decided  to  be  grateful  for  this  much • 

Kim  hopes  to  join  us  at  Camp  again  in  June  and  we 
look  forward  to  seeing  you  there,  to o. 


Sincere  ly , 


jkJjL  lady  won  one.  of.  my  blu.ebtnd  boxe a  on  a  Anffhe  foA  the  benefit  of  the  Quincy 
i  kyAical  JitneAA  Qamp  at  famp  litiAyeAA  in  Sandwich,  (hoAA*  S  donated  a  box.  often, 
yiviny  a  le.ctujie  A.lide  pnoynam  to  the  ynoup • 

' 


UDJ 


V  r 


o  « J.  i  -  j 


0 


CONSERVATION 
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MASSACHUSETTS  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

WELLFLEET  BAY  WILDLIFE  SANCTUARY  AND  NATURE  CENTER 


September  21,  1980 


Dear  Mrs*  Files: 

Thanks  for  the  material  on  Bluebird  Trail*  You 
are  doing  a  great  job) 

We,  too,  are  delighted  with  the  Bluebird  success 
this  year*  Two  pairs  raised  three  and  two  young,  respec¬ 
tively,  fledged  in  late  July*  They  were  very  visible 
in  the  open  pine  woods  of  the  camping  area  from  then  on 
although  they  were  inconspicuous  during  the  nesting*  One 
pair  was  in  a  nest  box;  the  other  must  have  found  a  natural 
site* 


Vfe  put  up  about  fifty  boxes  in  early  April.  Most  of 
them  are  taken  by  Tree  Swallows  —  which,  are  nice,  too*  I 
suspect  the  Bluebirds  moved  in  to  a  box  that  had  been  vacated 
by  swallows.  Last  year  one  pair  nested  very  late  $young 
fledged  in  late  August),  and  that  was  the  first  nesting 
in  about  five  years* 

There  have  been  small  flocks  of  wintering  Bluebirds 
reported  from  Eastham,  Chatham  area,  and  east  Orleans  in  the 
last  three  years.  Even  in  the  lean  years,  a  few  stayed  the 
winter  along  the  Nantucket  Sound  shore  of  Chatham  and  Harwich, 
where  it  is  a  fractional  bit  warmer  and  less  snow  cover* 

COrdially, 


Mrs*  Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  Mass*  81879 


P.  O.  BOX  236,  SOUTH  WELLFLEET,  MASSACHUSETTS  02663  •  TEL  617-349-2615 
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TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 
Calendar '"of  Events 


Fall 


Walk 

Will 

Bird 


The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
has  released  their  calendar  of  | 
events  for  the  coming  season  as 
follows:  Sept.  28.  (last  Sunday)  a 
Fall  Walk  at  Great  Meadows  was 
conducted  and  led  by  Mr 
Heusmann.  Waterfowl  Researcher 
of  Massachusetts  Wildlife  and  he 
discussed  the  most  colorful  of 
meadow  waterfowl,  the  wood  duck. 
On  October  18  or  19.  (weather 
permitting),  the  group  will  meet  at 
8a.m.  at  the  Files  home  for  car¬ 
pooling  to  the  Ashby  Bird  Ob¬ 
servatory  for  bird  banding  m  the] 
field.  On  October  15  at  7:30  p.m. 
they  will  hold  their  fall  meeting 
the'  Littlefield  Library  with  gt! 
speaker  Phyllis  Huff  of  CheJi 
sford.  There  will  be  a  slide  | 
program  of  winter  bird  feeding. 
Friends  are  invited  to  this 
and  refreshments  will  be  served. 
For  further  information  contact 
Joyce  Marinel  at  2&1-8Q60  or  Lil 
Files  at  692-2520. 


Meet 


Fall 


Sunday  -  oeui.  ^otn  -  yuo-Qi^o  a  M 
^  iir*  iieu3mann»  Waterfowl  Researcher  of  Mass  Wildlife* 
dxscuss  most  colorful  of  Meadows  waterfowl  -  tte  Wood 

19th  (weather  permitting ) 

•  •  at  Lil  Files  for  carpooling  to  Ashby  Bii-ToWv. 

Meetlnp;  at  Littlefield  library  -  Wed.  -  0ct.  1  st.h  _  7no  p.M. 


- - - — a —  - 

Guest  Speaker  -  Miss  Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford 


Bring  a  friend 


Slide  Program  -  WINTER  BIRD  FEEDING 


Refreshments 

* 


50  NORRIS  ROAD 

TYNGSBOROUGH,  MASSACHUSETTS  01879 
649  -  7571  649  -  6271 


LAWRENCE  R.  KELLEHER 
ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL 


RICHARD  J.  O’BRIEN 
PRINCIPAL 


October  31,  1980 


Mrs.  Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Road 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Mrs.  Files: 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  effort  with 
regard  to  the  presentation  for  the  Jr.- 
High  students.  All  the  feedback  I  have 
had  is  that  it  was  both  interesting  and 
informative. 

Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  contribution 
to  our  learning  environment. 

Sincerely, 


Principal 


RJO/gl 


BLUEBIRD  TALES 


Mary  O.  Janotatos 


The  best  kept  bluebird  secret  in 
the  state  of  Maryland  may  be  the 
large  trail  at  the  Aberdeen  Proving 
Ground  where  the  U.S.Army  tests  its 
offensive  weapons.  Game  Warden 
Ellis  Porter  knows  "secrets"  that 
the  Army  never  dreams  of. 

During  a  brief  clear  period  in  a 
rainy  June  Lorry  Ze'ony  (NABS' 
Founder)  and  I  visited  Aberdeen  and 
were  greeted  by  Charter  Member 
WHscn  Ford  and  Ellis  Porter.  From 
them  we  learned  the  story  of  the 
longest  known  bluebird  trail  in 
Maryland. 

Wilson  Ford,  now  retired,  spent 
his  boyhood  on  Spesute  Island 
which  was  acquired  by  the 
U.S.  Army  in  1918  for  testing  its 
weapons. 

Because  he  was  intimately 
familiar  with  the  area  and  its  wildlife. 
Ford  realized  that  bluebirds  and 
army  materiel  might  coexist  very 
nicely  at  the  Proving  Grounds.  The 
property  consists  of  approximately 
88,000  acres  with  a  variety  of 
habitats.  Among  the  wildlife  found 
there  are  nesting  Bald  Eagles. 
Osprey.  Prothonotary  Warblers. 
Tree  Swallows,  numerous  deer,  and 
otter.  With  Game  Warden  Ellis 
Porter's  sympathetic  support,  the 
Peregrine  Falcon  restoration  is 
being  carried  out  while,  in 
collaboration  with  Wilson  Ford,  the 
bluebird  population  is  being 
replenished. 

In  the  early  1970's  Wilson 
contacted  Ellis  Porter  with  a 


question:  Why  not  put  bluebird 
nestboxes  on  the  Proving  Ground's 
vast  acreage?  "O.K.,"  replied  Ellis, 
"you  provide  the  nestboxes  and  I'll 
see  that  they're  set  out."  Almost 
immediately  Wilson  appeared  on 
Ellis'  doorstep  with  about  100  boxes 
that  he  had  made. 

Over  the  years  about  100  more 
have  been  added  and  set  out  by 
Youth  Conservation  Corps 
members  making  this  the  longest 
known  bluebird  trail  in  the  state  of 
Maryland.  The  number  of  bluebirds 
fledged  is  reported  to  Larry  Zeleny 
annually,  but,  according  to  Ellis 
Porter,  no  Audubon  Christmas 
Count  is  done  at  Aberdeen. 

The  Bowie  Count  which  is 
located  almost  entirely  in  Prince 
Georges  County  (where  the 
bluebird  has  been  named  the  official 
county  bird)  has  always  boasted  the 
highest  bluebird  count  in  the  state 
during  that  tally.  I  fear  that  if  Harford 
County  birders  ever  penetrate 
Aberdeen  during  Christmas  count 
time.  Prince  Georges  would  have  to 
concede  first  place.  This  is  only  a 
guess,  dear  readers,  and  far  be  it 
from  me  to  instigate  a  bluebird 
rivalry.... 


Speaking  of  Prince  Georges 
County,  Larry  Zeleny  and  I  also 
visited  a  state-owned  property 
there--the  Merkle  Wildlife 
Management  Area  which  is  near 
Surrattsville.  An  existing  bluebird 
trail  is  being  refurbished  by  the 
naturalist  staff.  As  we  examined  the 
area  the  need  for  more  monitoring 
became  evident.  Some  nest  boxes 
showed  a  nestfrom  this  year  built  on 
top  of  last  year's  because  the  staff 
lacked  time  to  clean  them  out. 
Inflation  and  cutbacks  in 
government  spending  have  caused 
some  necessary  tasks  togo  undone. 

As  plans  proceed  to  encourage 
the  county  bird,  the  staff  is 
appealing  for  local  helpers  to 
maintain  the  trail.  Bluebirders  in  the 
area  who  would  like  to  become 
involved  in  bluebird  trail  work 
should  consider  volunteering.  (The 
area  can  be  reached  by  exiting  the 
Capital  Beltway  at  Branch  Ave.,  Rt. 
5,  East.)  Call  this  office  at  384-2798 
or  call  Merkle  directly  at  953-2342. 

Recently  a  letter  came  in  from 
long  time  blue  birder  Junius 
Birchard  from  Hackettstown,  NJ. 
who  needed  to  replenish  his  supply 
of  our’  brochure  "Where  Have  All 
The  Bluebirds  Gone?"  His  excellent 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  bluebird  are 
highlighted  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Another  New  Jersey  correspon¬ 
dent  was  John  C.  Sutton  who 
obtained  an  Eagle  Scout  award  by 
constructing  20  nest  boxes  from  the 
NABS  plans.  He  then  distributed  the 
boxes  throughout  Warren  County, 
NJ,  and  has  obtained  the  agreement 
of  the  property  owners  to  maintain 
them. 

Fran  Hanes  of  Utica.  NY,  wrote 
in  early  spring  that  her  work  as  a 
teacher  nearly  went  undone  due  to 


her  busy  time  bluehirding.  She 
manages  to  work  bluebird  facts  into 
the  classroom  in  the  form  of  puzzles 
and  word  games  and  would  gladly 
share  them  with  others  who  might 
be  interested.  Fran  gets  people 
involved  too.  When  a  birding 
acquaintance  retired  from  one 
career,  she  enlisted  his  services  in 
presenting  the  bluebird  slide  show 
in  the  town  near  his  trail. 

Again  in  the  Northeast,  LIHIan 
Files  and  Joyce  Marlnel  have 
launched  a  campaign  with 
"revolutionary"  overtones.  Their 
slogan  is  "From  Concord  to 
Concord."  They  see  their  territory 
as  covering  an  area  from  Concord, 
NH,  to  Concord,  MA.  Lil  and  Joyce 
are  just  the  type  of  "live-wire” 
bluebirders  to  rouse  New  England 
to  the  cause  of  saving  this  beautiful 
remnant  of  colonial  times. 

Meanwhile,  a  Parad©  article 
(see  SIsHa  2:80)  reader,  St©ve 
Dent  of  Laporte,  CO,  saw  his  first 
bluebirds  in  early  spring.  He 
reported  that  a  group  of  six  brilliant 
male  Mountain  Bluebirds  were 
together.  He  concluded  that  they 
probably  needed  nesting  sites,  so  he 
built  25  nesting  boxes  from  NABS 
plans.  Four  nesting  pairs  of 
Mountain  Bluebirds  raised  17young 
in  Steve's  first  foray  into 
bluebirding.  The  total  of  other  native 
species  fledged  reached  77! 

And  so  it  continues. Bluebirders 
everywhere  are  surging  forth  on  a 
small  scale  or  on  a  grand  scale.  All  it 
takes  to  turn  nonchalance  into 
enthusiasm  is  to  encounter  the 
beautiful  blue  creatures.  With  that 
another  bluebirder  is  created.  Be 
they  young  or  "seasoned,"  from  the 
East.  West,  North,  or  South,  they 
have  finally  found  the  bluebird  of 
happiness.  □ 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 
GUNSTON  HALL  PLANTATION,  LORTON,  VIRGINIA 

November  7,  8,  9,  1980 
(Friday  -  Saturday  -  Sunday) 


PROGRAM 


Friday  afternoon  activities  for  those  arriving  early  include: 

Tour  #1  -  1-3  p.Bi  Mason  Neck  National  Wildlife  Refuge 

-  3-5  p.m.  Gunston  Hall  Plantation  Grounds 

Tour  #2  -  1-3  p.m.  Gunston  Hall  Plantation  Grounds 

3-5  p.m.  Mason  Neck  National  Wildlife  Refuge 

Tour  Guides  will  be:  Mason  Neck,  Robert  Hahn, 

Gunston  Hall,  Jeanne  Price 

No  meals  will  be  served  on  Friday  evening. 

Friday  evening  7-8  p.m.  -  Early  Registration,  Viewing  Exhibits, 

Hospitality 


Saturday  -  8:00  a. m.  -  Breakfast 
9:00 


-  Registration 

Tour  of  House  and  Gardens 


10:00  -  Opening  Remarks  -  Master  of  Ceremonies: 

William  R.  Stott,  Jr. 

Dean  of  Student  Affairs,  Georgetown 
University,  Washington,  D.  C. 

-  Invocation  -  Mrs.  Ruby  Finch,  Bailey,  N.C. 


10:30  -  Gunston  Hall  Wildlife,  Now  And  In 

Colonial  Times  -  Mrs.  Jeanne  Price,  wife 
of  Gunston  Hall  Director,  Walter  Price 

11:15  -  Status  of  Eastern,  Western,  and  Mountain 

Bluebirds  -  Attendees  Participation  Welcome 

12:00  -  Luncheon 


1:00  p.m.  -  Annual  Business  Meeting  Chaired  by  NABS  President 

Marilyn  Guerra 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
Election  of  Officers  and  Board  Members 

2:00  -  Bluebirds  and  Wildlife  Management  Areas  - 

Theodore  W.  Gutzke,  Assistant  Refuge- Manager, 
Great  Swamp  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 

Basking  Ridge,  N.J. 


Tales  of  a  Trail  -  Robert  M.  Schutsky,  Research 
Biologist,  RMC  Ecological  Division,  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  and  Scott  R.  Ault,  Senior,  Millers- 
ville  State  College,  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 


5:00 

6:00 


Hospitality  -  Sherry  and  tomato  juice  provided 

Setups  for  your  own 


-  Dinner 


7:00 


-  Special  Viewing  of  NABS  Slide  Show  - 


Richard  M.  Tuttle,  Delaware,  Ohio 


Chairman,  NABS  Education  Committee 


8:00  -  10:00  -  Exhibits,  Hospitality 


Sunday  -  7:00 


Ecumenical  Prayer 

Look  for  wintering  bluebirds  at  Gunston  Hall 


8:00 

9:00 


-  Breakfast 


Reducing  Predation  on  the  Bluebird  Trail  - 

Daniel  Boone,  Wildlife  Biologist,  Non-Game  Bird 
Studies,  Migratory  Birds  Habitat  Research  Lab, 
Patuxent  Wildlife  Research  Center,  Laurel,  Md 


10:15 


Bluebirding  Starts  with  a  Purple  Martin  House  - 
Joseph  F.  Huber,  Veteran  Bluebird  Trail  Operator, 
Heath,  Ohio 


12:00 

12:45 

1:15 


-  Luncheon 


-  NABS  Board  Meeting 


3:00 


Sharing  Bluebird  Questions. 

Veteran  Trail  Operators  discuss  your  questions. 
Exploring  Gunston  Hall  Plantation 
Closing 
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Gunston  Hall,  the  plantation  home  of  George 
Mason,  exemplifies  a  great  period  in  the  history  of 
Virginia  and  the  nation.  Famous  for  architectural 
beauty  as  well  as  historical  associations,  it  remains 
virtually  unchanged  from  the  days  when  Washington 
and  Jefferson  visited  here. 

George  Mason  (1725  -  1792)  was  a  statesman 
and  political  thinker  who  played  an  important  but 
behind-the-scenes  role  in  the  founding  of  our  nation. 
He  rarely  left  his  acres  on  the  Potomac,  but  instead 
wielded  his  pen  in  his  lifelong  fight  for  individual 
rights. 

In  his  study  at  Gunston  Hall,  Mason  drafted 
the  Virginia  Declaration  of  Rights,  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  documents  of  all  time.  It  was  the  model  for  the 
Federal  Bill  of  Rights  and  its  influence  descended  to 
the  French  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  subse¬ 
quent  European  governments  and  the  United 
Nation’s  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

Gunston  Hall  is  a  story-and-a-half  Georgian 
house  made  from  brick  and  local  aquia  stone.  The 
two  outstanding  rooms  in  the  house  are  the  dining 
room,  done  in  the  “Chinese  style,”  and  the  Palladian 
room.  The  elaborately  carved  woodwork  throughout 
e  house  was  done  by  William  Buckland.  Buckland, 
young  carpenter  and  “joiner”,  was  brought  from 
England  to  plan  and  execute  the  work.  Although  he 
is  responsible  for  many  other  lovely  rooms  in  Mary¬ 
land  and  Virginia;  the  Palladian  Room  is  considered 
to  be  his  masterpiece. 


The  furnishings  are  English  and  American 
pieces  made  before  1792.  They  are  predominately  in 
the  American  Chippendale  style  and  include  many 
Mason  family  pieces. 

The  outbuildings  have  been  reconstructed 
with  information  found  by  archaeological  and  docu¬ 
mentary  research.  To  the  east  is  the  Kitchen  yard 
with  the  original  well  and  various  domestic  struc¬ 
tures  that  were  part  of  a  busy  plantation ;  the  school- 
house,  to  the  west,  is  where  the  Mason’s  nine  chil¬ 
dren  were  taught. 

The  formal  gardens,  restored  by  the  Garden 
Club  of  Virginia,  contain  only  plants  found  in  the 
colonial  days.  The  English  boxwood  allee  that  was 
originally  planted  by  George  Mason,  now  twelve  feet 
high,  is  the  focus  of  the  plan.  Summerhouses  frame 
a  view  of  the  Potomac  River  over  the  deer  park.  At 
the  end  of  a  lane  of  cedar  trees  is  the  family  grave¬ 
yard  where  George  and  Ann  Mason  lie  buried.  Near 
by  is  the  entrance  to  the  Barn  Wharf  Nature  Trail. 

Annual  events  at  Gunston  Hall  include  the 
Kite  Festival  in  March;  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Celebra¬ 
tion  in  June;  the  Annual  Car  Show  in  September 
and  “Carols  by  Candlelight”  during  the  Christmas 
season. 

Gunston  Hall  has  played  host  to  many  organ¬ 
izations  utilizing  the  recently  constructed  Ann 
Mason  Visitor  Center.  The  setting  high  above  the 
Potomac  is  a  perfect  one  for  evening  meetings,  din¬ 
ner  and  entertainment. 


The  house  and  556  acres  belongs  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Virginia  and  is  administered  by  a 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  National  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America.  Gunston  Hall  is  main¬ 
tained  as  a  home  of  hospitality,  music  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  for  intellectual  pursuits. 

Gunston  Hall  is  open  every  day  except  Christ¬ 
mas,  from  9:30  a.m.  until  5:00  p.m.  The  admission 
is  $2.00  for  adults  and  .50  cents  for  children,  with 
special  group  rates.  For  foreign  visitors  there  are 
Gunston  Hall  folders  in  German,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Russian  and  Japanese. 

Further  information  is  available  by  writing, 
Manager,  Gunston  Hall,  Lorton,  Virginia  22079  or 
telephoning  (703)  550-9220. 


The  Palladian  room  with  Christmas  decorations 


Plantation  Kitchen  yard 
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Chinese  Dining  Room  set  for  dessert  course 
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P AeAentation  yiven  at  the  North  Amenican  Bluebind  Society 'a  !^80  Annual.  (heetiny 

by  Lit  J iteA  of  the 

3 yngA.boAjQ  Bind  Society* a  "Save  the  Bluebind  Qommittee" 

3  hey  have,  ua  down  oa  "Helping  BluebindA  fnom  foncond  to  f^oncoAd",  but  one  might  qIao 
y  it9 a  Publicity  fon  the  Bluebind  in  JhoAeau,A  Qouniny* ,  3nxxn  Henny*  a  ‘JouajicljLa  he 
mentionA  that  the  Bluebind  cannieA  the  Aky  on  Ha  bach  a/ut  the  eanth  on  Ha  bneoAt, 


Haviny  had  BluebindA  in  PlaAAachuAettA  foe  27  yeanA  Ia  almoAt  unheand  of  iheAe  dayA, 

At  fiAAt  b  uAed  to  yet  thnee  nentiny  painA  yeanty,  then  two  pain  up  untit  Aix  yeanA  ayo 
and  now  only  one*  When  folkA  in  my  Atate  know  you  have  BluebindA,  youn  phone  AtcuiiA  ninyiny 
conAtanihy  anound  April  with  the  biy  yuention,  "Have  they  come  yet?n  3 hey* 11  came  foA  miteA 

to  nee  them - one  Awrmen  b  had  2/ 1  people  come  to  my  yanxL  ( b  finally  kept  a  yueAt  book,  J 

b* It  often  heoA.  the  comment,  "b  have  Bluebinds on  my  Mew  HampAhine  and  Vermont  Lint  but 
haven* t  had  one  in  yecAA  on  my  fiaAAachuAetiA  tint". 


bn  o.  Btuebind  anticde  of  mine  ap penned  in  the  fliaAA,  Audubon  N  ewA-letten,  3 he 

AeAponAe  woa  unbelievable,  b  Aeceived  many  lettenA  and  8*}  phone  cxlJLIa  aAkiny  to  come  to 
Aee  them  on  foe  the  ptanA  of  my  Bluebind  box. ,  b  happened  to  be  away  on  a  Aki.  trip  when  the 
anticle  came  out  ao  when  b  annived  back  home  my  huAband*  a  comment  woa,  "b  feet  like  b*ve 
been  a  Aecnetany  fon  youn  BluebindA  anAweniny  all  theAe  phone  coULaI "  A  few  months  laten 
youn.  Rev,  Ray  Pry  bin  of  the  Nonth  American  Bluebind  Society  wAote  a  nice  thank  you  note  to 
-le  fditor  of  fliaAA,  Audubon  Newnletten  about  my  anticle,  3kiA  wqa  the  firnt  time  b  even 
of  the  North  American  Bluebind  Society,  dell,  thin  AtaAted  Aomethinyl 


bt  didn't  take  tony  ton  fjoyce  Nlarinel,  my  partner,  who  wanted  to  AeAurrect  the  JynyA- 
bo  ao  Bund  Society,  and  myreJlf,  who  aluxiyA  wanted  to  riant  a  Bluet  2nd  JAO.il,  to  yet  toyetheA 
and  come  down  to  attend  youn.  annual  meetiny  lent  yean,  fjoyce  and  b  came  away  oveAwhelmed 
at  what  we  heand  here,  We  went  back  home  deteAnined  to  eAtabliAh  a  bluebind  3aoJjL  in  oua 
anea  even  thouyh  we  knew  the  oddr  wene  ayainAt  ua  in  achieviny  a  yneat  ruccenr,  bn  Jebru- 
any  we  AtaAted  in  oua  3ynyAbono  Bind  Society  a  " Save  the  Bluebind  Qommittee*  conAiAtiny  of 
nine  of  the  membenA  who  wene  ijvteneniedB  Some  of  ua  made  boxeA  individually  and  then  we  had 
a  woAknhop  making,  a  total  of  J4 ?  boxeA,  getting.  Acnap  wood  woa  oua  handeAt  pAoblem  with 
wood 'dunning.  rtoveA  being,  ao  poputoA  today,  but  a  couple  of  lumben  companieA  donated  Aome 
lumben  to  oua  caune,  tie  contacted  many  folhr  who  had  the  night  habitat  aucA  oa  fanmenn, 
conAenvation  land,  yolf  counAeA,  cemetery  depanimentA  and  private  pnopenty  ownerA,  By  the 
finAt  of  March  we  had  aJUL  the  boxeA  up  oa  we  had  a  veny  mild  winder,  Alt  the  folkA  on  oua 
Bluebind  Committee  wene  neAponAih le  foA  monitoAing  the  boxeA  weekly,  3 hiA  yean  we  had  an 

extna  duty  to  penfonm  that  we  didn't  anticipate - cleaning,  out  yypAy  moth  Lavae,  BoxeA 

ed  on  oak  treeA  wene  completely  filled  up  eveny  week. 


•*£unt 

#r 


3 he  outcome  of  the  above  woa  only  / 1  neAtiny  pain  of  BluebindA  out  of  which  neAt- 
linyA  fledged.  aucccaa fully,  We  one  not  diAcounayed,  however,  qa  many  wene  Aeen  flyiny 


-2  - 


anound  oun  boxen  eanby  thin  npniny  and  abno  thin  (add.  Jhin  fall  we  Look,  down  many.  boxen 
and  w te  nebocatiny  Lhem  to  bet  ten  habitat  and  wild  pat  mone  on  poden  next  npniny.  ft  any 
othen  bindn  utilised  oun  boxen  aucA  qa  66  3 nee  Swabbown^  DU  Home  Wnenn9  3  (hxckadeeAf 
3  3itmicef  JY  Home  Spannown  and  /  /  boxen  vondadiged.  m 

When  ftiany  (j  anetatoA  phoned  me  thin  nummen  to  do  thin  Aeyme  nt  on  youn  pnoynamt  b  Aoxd^ 

"lou  have  to  be  kiddinyf  ftanyl  With  the  Auccenn  Atonien  we  heand  at  yarn  meetxny  bant.  yean, 
what  would  we  have  to  nebate.  (At  the  time  we  only  had  (oun.  nentiny  pain.)  3  he  only  thtny 
we  can  Apeak  about  neably  La  aJUL  the  publtcLty  we  have  been  yivlny  the  Bbuebind  in  ftlann— 
achunettn  thnouyk  youn  HABS  Abide  pneAentation" . 


Aften  we  pat  up  oua  boxen  by  fttanch  we  Ahowed  oa/ 1  finnt  H  o/ith  Amenicnn  Bluet  ind  Abide 
pnoynam  which  wan  a  yneat  AucceAA  in  kelpiny  m  in  pubbtciyiny  the  Bluebindn f  pbiyht.  We 
have  nhown  it  to  oven  300  fobkn  ao  (an  and  have  many  AhowA  booked  (oa  thin  f atb  and  winten. 
btl  a  in  a ach  demand  that  we  decided  to  puAchoAe  a  dupbicate  Aet  of  AbideA  ao  (joyce  and  b 
can  both  do  pnoynamn.  We  have  nhown  it  to  Bind  (bubn,  6/anden  ( dubn$  SchoobA,  Iniendn  of. 
the  LibaAOAyt  Senion  ( itiyenn 9  Woman  a  (tub  a,  (hunch  (j  noun  a,  Boy  Scoutn,  an  ( antenn  Stan 
6/noupf  a  Tkynicab  Jitnenn  (amp,  and  even  a  pub  hie  (amp  (jnound  in  (j  boucenten. ■  Jhnouyh  oun 
Abide  pnoynamA  many  mone  boxen  wene  made  up  to  add  to  oun  tnaib.  We  UAuahty  yive  a  10 
minute  talk  about  the  BbuebindA  dibemma  nhowiny  oun  bbuebind  boxenf  Da*  tetany  a  bookp  the 
'j  anode  ftiayajine  anticJe^  the  (377  ymte  iAAune  of  the  HationaJL  b/eoynaphic.  maya^ine,  the 
(xxon  a  anticle  and  a  copy  of  Stadia.  b  uAuabby  bniny  my  bbuebind  wood-canviny  oa  ao 

t  .  /  L  .  J  /  j.  _  /  Z  j  _  L  /  _  Z  •  J  /  L  .  /  :L  .9  11-  •  _ /  /  _  _  (  .  L  jZ.  _ /  • 


folk  a  don  t  even  know  what  a  bbuebind  bookn  diked  J  kin  in  opponent  when  b  ank  the  audience , 
"How  many  have  Aeen  a  Bbuebind  bateby?"  and  many  hand  a  yo  up.  Shin  La  when  b  nhow  them  the 
woodcanviny  and  then  the  annwen  in  Quite  diffenentl  We  then  Ahow  the  l  DU  Honth  Amenican 
Bbuebind  Abiden  nannated  by  Dick  Juttbe  of  Ohio  (ottowed  up  by  60  of  oun  own  ao  they  can 
Aee  what  we  one  doiny  bo  cabby. 


We  fi nobby  had  to  make  up  a  bnochune  tebbiny  the  wkobe  bbuebind  Atony  to  paAA  anound. 
How  wkeneven  b  paAA  a  bibnany  b  can  t  nenint  bniny iny  in  a  bbuebind  bnochune  fon  them  to 
tack  up  on  thein  bubbetin  boandn. 


(Joyce  and  b  have  been  ao  bmy  on  oun  finnt  yean  on  thin  pnoyect  that  we  didn  t  have 
much  time  to  take  p-cciuneA,  but  b  * JJL  nhow  you  what  we  do  have. 


By  the  wayt  on  September.  25th  with  a  tempenatune  of  DC?  b  now  nine  male  yuveniben 
ApbaAhiny  away  in  my  bindbath  with  3  female*  on  the  ynound  bookiny  up.  ftiany  of  them  wene 
fbyiny  in  and  out  of  alb  my  boxen  which  in  a  yood  niyn  fon  next  yean,  b  hoped  3 he  BbuebindA 
deft  oun  anea  anound  Ocioben  21  At. 


(3 he  above  wan  fobbowed  up  by  82  nbiden  with  cornnentanien.  ) 


BLUEBIRD 

EXPRESS 


SI  ALIA  welcomes  the  correspondence 
of  its  membership  Bluebird  Express 
should  become  a  iorum  for  all  who  are 
interested  in  communicating  their  ideas 
and  actions  concerning  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation  We  will  attempt  to  publish  a  w  ide 
range  of  views  in  a  responsible  manner 
Keep  your  letters  coming' 


Dear  Editor: 

The  bluebirds  are  making  a 
comeback  here  In  Knox  County, 
Ohio.  Last  year  we  raised  106 
and  this  year  1 47  baby  bluebirds 
In  our  75  houses. 

I’ve  enjoyed  my  trail  very 
much.  It’s  quite  a  thrill  to  lift 
"Mama”  off  her  eggs  and  count 
them  and  put  her  back.  She  does 
not  seem  fearful,  but  seems  to 
'  know  we  are  helping  her.  I’m 
certainly  proud  to  have  raised 
lOO  and  will  use  the  same  trail 
next  year  and  add  a  few  more 
boxes. 


Dear  Arlene  Kunkel: 

You  have  every  right  to  be  proud  of 
the  increase  in  bluebirds  in  your  area. 
We  hope  your  success  is  an  inspiration 
to  others. 


Dear  Editor: 

A  number  of  months  ago  my 
class  wrote  to  you  as  a  class 
project  In  letter  writing.  We 
requested  information  on 
bluebirds  and  received  your  fine 
brochures.  After  reading  and 
discussing  them  we  decided  to 


each  make  a  bluebird  house. 
What  a  projectl  We  did  post 
about  80%  of  the  boxes  In  the 
countryside;  however,  a  few  of 
the  pupils  lived  in  town  and 
wanted  to  keep  them  on  their 
property  as  wren  houses. 

Thank  you  for  your  great 
brochures  and  the  patience  It 
took  to  answer  28  letters.  The 
rewards  to  bluebirds,  wrens, 
and  Mother  Nature  were  well 
worth  It. 

Glenn  Albers 

Fifth  Grade  Teacher 

Lake  City,  Minnesota 

Dear  Glenn  Albers— and  Class: 

We’re  delighted  that  all  of  you  were 
moved  to  try  to  help  the  bluebird  Did 
bluebirds  nest  in  any  of  the  boxes9  Our 
Treasurer,  "Chuck”  Dupree,  said  he 
enjoyed  answering  those  letters  Sorry 
that  the  newspaper  photograph 
couldn't  be  reproduced  to  show  all  those 
smiling  faces.  Tell  the  students  to  be 
sure  to  clean  out  the  boxes  now  during 
the  winter.  Soon  they  will  be  able  to  start 
watching  for  bluebirds  again. 


Dear  Editor: 

Thought  you  might  like  to 
know  how  tremendously  helpful 
the  NABS  Slide  Program  has 
been  to  us  here  In  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  We  don't  know  now 


Arlene  Kunkel 
Frederlckton,  Ohio 


Sialia,  Winter  1981 


what  we  would  have  done 
without  It  to  start  our  Save  the 
Bluebird  Committee  In  our 
Tyngeboro  Bird  Society. 

Bluebirds  are  rare  In 
Massachusetts  these  days  so 
folks  hereabouts  get  all  excited 
about  establishing  a  bluebird 
trail  and  the  slide  show  really 
helps  to  put  the  Idea  across.  I 
usually  give  a  10  minute  talk 
about  the  bluebirds*  dilemma 
showing  our  bluebird  boxes,  a 
nest  with  eggs  (that  didn’t 
hatch),  Zeleny's  book,  the 
Parade  article,  the  June  1977 
National  Geographic  article,  and 
a  bluebird  woodcarving,  I  then 
show  the  NABS  slide  show 
followed  by  60  slides  of  our  own 
showing  our  workshops, 
banding,  monitoring  and 
pictures  of  different  types  of 
nests  and  eggs  In  our  boxes. 

The  slides  are  going  over  so 
great  that  we  finally  decided  we 
had  to  purchase  another  set. 
Had  to  also  make  up  a  bluebird 
folder  to  pass  out  throughout 
New  England  here  and  there 
wherever  there  Is  an  Interest. 
Had  a  few  newspaper  articles 
written  about  our  project.  We 
have  put  up  340  boxes  so  far 
and  now  there  is  talk  about  a  t.v. 
Interview. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Society 
for  making  the  slides  available 
to  folks  like  us  and  hope  many 
more  use  it  and  are  as 
successful  in  creating  Interest. 


Lit  Flies 


Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Lil  Files: 

Whal  a  great  job  you’re  doing  forthe 


bluebirds  in  the  New  England  area. 
Those  who  heard  you  at  the  recent 
NABS  meeting  were  impressed  with 
your  enthusiasm  and  energy  (as  well  as 
wit).  Keep  up  the  good  work! 


Dear  Editor 

Thought  you  might  be 
Interested  to  know  that  I  built  a 
bluebird  box  this  last  winter.  1 
put  It  on  a  tree  near  my  house.  I 
saw  the  local  bluebird  pair 
check  It  out,  but  they  rejected  It. 

I  have  had  a  Purple  Martin 
house  up  for  two  seasons  now. 
The  martins  always  check  It  out 
but  never  move  In.  But  the 
bluebirds  didl 

Two  broods  have  been 
raised  In  our  “Grandpa  Trio" 
martin  house  this  summer. 
Great  funl 

I  have  no  count  on  numbers 
of  new  birds,  but  on  some 
mornings  there  are  bluebirds 
everywhere. 

L.  E..  Beezley 
Joplin,  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Beezley: 

Bluebirds  do  occasionally  use 
unoccupied  martin  houses,  but  they 
usually  prefer  more  conventional  types 
of  boxes.  What  a  grand  sight  to  have 
bluebirds  ‘'everywhere."  ■ 


GOOD  MORNINGHI! 
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Report  of  Third  Annual 

Meeting 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


^The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
■  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  was  held  from  Friday, 
November  7  through  Sunday, 
November  9,  1980,  at  the  Gunston 
Hall  Plantation,  Lorton,  VA.  About 
90  people  attended.  They  came  from 
ten  states,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  province  of  Saskatchewan,  and 
the  island  of  Bermuda.  Attendees 
arriving  Friday  afternoon  explored 
Mason  Neck  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  and  the  extensive  Gunston 
Hall  grounds. 

Formal  opening  of  the  rr\eeting 
occurred  on  Saturday  at  10:00  a.m. 
In  his  introductory  remarks.  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  William  R.  Stott,  Jr., 
Dean  of  Student  Affairs  at 
Georgetown  University  and 
incoming  Vice  President  of  the 
Society,  laid  the  philosophical 
cornerstone  for  the  meeting.  In  a 
moving  invocation  Mrs.  Ruby  Finch 
asked  Divine  blessing  and  guidance 
upon  the  Society’s  work. 

The  Director  of  Gunston  Hall, 
Walter  Price,  and  his  wife  Jeanne, 
were  our  gracious  host  and  hostess 
for  the  weekend.  During  the 
morning  session  they  cooperated  in 
giving  an  illustrated  talk  about  the 
history  of  the  plantation,  the  story  of 
the  Mason  family,  and  some  of  the 
area’s  natural  history. 

The  next  speaker  was  Joe 
Huber  from  Heath,  OH.  Joe’s  many 
inventions  favoring  bluebirds  have 
decreased  House  Sparrow 
populations  (his  nestboxes  have 
built-in  sparrow  traps)  in  his 


residential  subdivision  and  have 
kept  bluebirds  coming  to  his  feeder 
throughout  the  winter.  At  dusk  he 
puts  out  peanut  hearts,  suet,  and 
wild  berries  just  as  the  bluebirds 
come  to  roost  in  a  nestbox  in  his 
yard. 

Saturday  afternoon’s  session 
began  with  the  Annual  Business 
Meeting  chaired  by  Vice  President 
George  Grant  in  place  of  President 
Marilyn  Guerra  who  was  unable  to 
attend.  The  election  of  officers  and 
board  members  took  place  after 
their  introduction.  The  amendments 
to  the  By  Laws  and  Constitution 
were  passed.  These  amendments 
dealt  with  restricting  the  Society’s 
lobbying  efforts  and  freeing  the 
Society’s  annual  meeting  date. 
NABS  is  no  longer  mandated  by  the 
Constitution  to  hold  its  annual 
meeting  on  a  particular  date  in 
November. 

A  potentially  rich  area  for 
bluebirding,  National  Wildlife 
Management  Arfeas,  was  the  topic 
of  Theodore  Gutzke,  Assistant 
Refuge  Manager  at  the  Great 
Swamp  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
Basking  Ridge,  NJ.  He  has  a 
growing  population  of  bluebirds 
ithin  25  miles  of  New  York  City. 
Lillian  Lund  Files  gave  us  a 
highly  entertaining  insight  into  her 

efforts  to  spread  the  bluebird  word* 

“from  Concord  (NH)  to  Concord 

(MA).”  It  seems  Lil  will  talk  to 

anyone  any  time  about  bluebirds. 
Concluding  the  afternoon 

presentations  Robert  Schutsky  and 


Scott  Ault  described  their  activities 
in  bluebird  conservation  in  an 
ecological  park  northwest  of 
Philadelphia,  PA  (Drumore)  run  by 
the  Philadelphia  Electric  Co. 
(PECO).  Bob  described  having  to 
move  bluebird  nestboxes  when  an 
influx  of  20,000  Christian  campers 
came  into  the  park  one  year  just  at 
nesting  time.  He  managed  to  move 
the  boxes  with  minimal  bluebird 
loss;  one  pair  even  found  their 
relocated  box  immediately  and 
continued  their  housekeeping 
chores.  Scott,  a  senior  at  Millersville 
State  College,  discussed  the 
records  which  were  carefully  kept. 

Following  dinner  the  group  was 
treated  to  a  special  viewing  of  the 
NABS  Bluebird  Slide  Show  by 
Richard  M.  Tuttle,  Education 
Chairman,  from  Delaware,  OH.  Dick 
did  an  outstanding  job  of  narrating 
the  141  slide  collection  from  all  over 
the  continent.  All  three  species  of 
bluebirds  were  featured. 

That  same  evening  we  had  a 
surprise  addition  to  our  program. 
David  Wingate,  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in 
Bermuda,  and  his  “bluebird  project” 
assistant,  Stephen  Burgess, 
presented  a  fascinating  report  on 
Bermuda’s  bluebirds.  Bermuda 
stands  as  the  exception  to  the 
statement  that  bluebirds  exist  only 
on  continental  North  America.  It  is 
not  definitely  known  whether 
bluebirds  are  native  to  Bermuda, 
were  brought  there  by  settlers,  or 
were  blown  there  from  the 
continent.  Several  years  ago 
Vincent  Bauldry  visited  Bermuda  to 
urge  trial  of  his  "open-top”  box  in 
trying  to  discourage  House 
Sparrows.  (See  Sialla  1:24,  36) 


David  and  Stephen’s  findings  do  not 
seem  to  show  promise  for  that 
particular  nestbox  in  Bermuda,  but 
they  are  continuing  to  experiment 
with  other  designs.  One  that  they 
mentioned  had  a  translucent  top, 
which  sparrows  may  reject,  perhaps 
because  they  don’t  like  light  coming 
into  their  nest  sites. 

Following  this  stimulating  day 
of  presentations,  discussions, 
deliberations,  and  mealtime 
delights,  we  were  treated  to  another 
like  it  in  many  ways.  Sunday  dawned 
cloudy,  but  warm,  so  the  early 
morning  walk  was  held,  and  many 
winter  birds  (including  bluebirds) 
were  seen. 

The  morning  session  indoors 
began  with  a  topic  very  much  on 
everyone’s  mind--reducing 
predation  on  the  bluebird  trail.  This 
was  ably  discussed  by  wildlife 
biologist,  Daniel  Boone.  Dan 
explained  various  attempts  by 
bluebirders  to  discourage  snakes 
(grease  a  pole  and  sprinkle  it  with 
cayenne  pepper!)  and  raccoons  (try 
not  to  leave  a  scented  trail).  Never 
discard  used  nest  cleanings  nearthe 
nest  site  as  this  could  provide  a  clue 
to  predators  of  bluebirds’  presence. 

Sunday  morning’s  program 
included  the  lovely,  lively  slideshow 
done  by  Lome  Scott  on 
Saskatchewan’s  flora  and  fauna 
which  includes  Whooping  Cranes. 

An  ecumenical  prayer  service 
was  held  before  lunch. 

Following  our  final  luncheon, 
two  events  concluded  the  meeting. 
In  the  lecture  room  Edith  and  Bill 
Miller  showed  a  fascinating  film  of 
their  experience  in  hand-raising 
some  orphaned  bluebirds. 
Following  that  presentation  an 
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informal  question  and  answer 
session  on  trail  problems  was  held. 
While  that  was  taking  place  the 
newly  elected  officers  and  Directors 
held  their  first  meeting. 

Before  and  after  each  of  the 
sessions  attendees  were  able  to 
examine  the  many  fine  exhibits. 
These  included  the  following: 
Laurance  Sawyer's  distinctive 
nestboxes,  feeders,  and  wooden 
articles  constructed  from  hollowed 
logs;  Fran  Hanes'  hand-painted 
china  brooches  and  pendants; 
Lillian  Files'  bluebird  exhibit  which 
she  and  Joyce  Marine!  have 
constructed  from  various  Lawrence 
Zeleny-Michael  Smith  articles ;  a 

substantial  exhibit  by  Dick  Tuttle 


and  Bob  Orthwein  on  nextboxes 
along  with  methods  to  maintain  an 
educational  bluebird  trail,  and  the 
NABS  table  where  catalog  items 
were  on  display  along  with  two 
maps,  one  of  Canada  and  one  of  the 
U.S.  showing  membership 
distribution. 

To  quote  from  just  one  of  many 
letters  and  comments  received  after 
the  meeting,  Bob  Bodine  of  Media, 
PA  said:  "The  relaxed  and  unhurried 
tone  of  the  interesting  sessions,  the 
fellowship  of  friendly  people  with  a 
common  interest,  and  the  lovely 
setting  of  Gunston  Hall  all 
contributed  to  a  fine  weekend  ...  I 
left  the  meeting  wishing  it  were 
February  and  time  for  another 
bluebird  nesting  season!"  ■ 
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Tyngsboro  Talk 


by  frances  c. gray 
649-7278 

The  local  Bird  Society  has 
distributed  some  attractive  and 
informative  post  cards  with  a 
recipe  for  bird  food  balls  or  pud¬ 
ding,  as  some  call  it. 
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|T(iHO-T<)  GIVE  TALK  ON 
THOREAU:  The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
I  Society  will  sponsor  a  lecture  on 
November  21.  at  the  Tyngsboro 
High  School  at  7:30  p.m.  by  Albert 
|W.  Bussewitz.  noted  teacher, 
I  naturalist,  photographer.  This  will 
|be  a  slide-lecture  entitled 
I' Through  the  Seasons  with 
iThoreau”  and  is  a  visually- 
loriented  interpretation  of  Henry 
| David  Thoreau  based  primarily  on 
I  excerpts  derived  from  the  14 
I  volumes  of  his  Journals.  The  slides 
are  exposures  taken  in  Thoreau 
!  country  and  are  most  interesting  to 
all.  Everyone  is  invited  to  this 
sensitive  and  beautifully  prepared 
1  program. 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  DECORATING  YOUR  TREE 

Sunflower  head  with  seeds,  for  chickadees,  nuthatches,  blue  jays, 
goldfinches  and  cardinals. 

Stale  doughnuts  for  chickadees,  blue  jays  and  nuthatches. 

Fill  empty  orange,  grapefruit  and  coconut  halves  with  bird-seed 
or  Christmas  Pudding*. 

Hang  chunks  of  suet;  or  pine-cones  or  logs  (with  holes)  spread 
with  peanut  butter  or  Christmas  Pudding*.  For  woodpeckers, 
chickadees  and  nuthatches. 

Sprigs  of  rose  hips  or  barberry  for  grouse,  pheasants  and  cedar 
waXwings. 


^Christmas  Pudding  for  Birds. 

Start  with  1  Vi  cups  of  melted  fat  (preferably  unsalted),  and  add 
any  or  all  of  the  following: 

2  tablespoons  (or  more)  peanut  butter 
Wi  cups  bread  crumbs 
Vi  cup  corn  meal 

1  cup  rolled  (quick  or  old-fashioned)  oats,  or  other  uncooked 
“hot”  cereals 

Any  amounts  of:  bird-seed  or  scratch  feed  (intermediate  size 
is  best) 

Mix  thoroughly  in  a  shallow  pan;  leave  in  pan  or  pack  into 
pine  cones  or  holes  in  feeder  log.  Set  jn  a  cool  place  to  harden. 
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The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  sold  I 
1 28(H)  lbs.  of  sunflower  seed  in 
November  which  will  certainly 
help  our  feathered  friends  around  | 
|  this  vicinity. 

In  December  members  of  the  I 
I  Save  the  Bluebird  Committee  were 
given  beautiful  Eastern  Bluebird 
conservation  patches.  They  have 
lull  worked  hard  on  the  Bluebird 
(Trail  this  year.  The  Bluebird 
[Committee  members  are  Phyllis 
Huff,  Linda  Marinel,  Mike  Potsaid, 
Hazel  Collins,  Halvar  Peterson,) 
May  and  Bill  Harris  from 
Chelmsford-Beth  and  Ellen  Brooks  | 
from  Westford- Joyce  and  Dick 
Marinel,  Tom  Marinel,  Michelle) 
Marinel,  Lil  Files,  Steve  Files  from 
Tyngsboro. 
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On  December  5th,  the  ‘‘Save  the 
Bluebird  Committee  held  a 
I  meeting  at  the  home  of  Lil  Files  for 
coffee  and  an  up-date  on  the 
presentation  she  gave  at  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s 
annual  meeting  on  November  8th 
I  at  Gunston  Hall  Plantation  on  the  | 
Potomac  River  in  Washington,  D. 

|c. 

The  three-day  conference  in- 1 
eluded  early  morning  bird  walks! 
which  included  seeing  may 
I  bluebirds  and  cardinals,  which  was 
treat,  many  lecture-slide 
|  programs  from  folks  throughout 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  displays  of 
all  types  of  bluebird  boxes,  and  a 
question  and  answer  period,  where 
many  informative  ideas  were 
exchanged. 
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BLUEBIRD  NEST  BOX  REPORT  FORM 
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C  cu  nty  ^  ^dndeAex 
State  ^tcAuAdttA 


Eastern 
Mountain 


zip  0/879 


Phon  *6/7-692-2520 


Western 
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Please  use  a  single  report  form  for  each  species 
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1.  Total  Number  of  Boxes  Available  .  r  .  7 

(a)  Closed  top,  4"  x  4”  inside  floor 

(b)  Closed  top,  5"  x  5"  inside  floor 

(c)  Open  top  with  screen 

(d)  Open  top  with  screen  and  elevated  top 

(e)  Plastic  jug,  gallon  size  (Chlorox  type) 

(f)  Other,  please  specify 
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2.  Total  Number  of  Boxes  Used  by  Bluebirds  -  estimate  number  of  pairs  in  ( 

(a)  Closed  top,  4”  x  4"  inside  floor  "  ( 

(b)  Closed  top,  5"  x  5"  inside  floor 

(c)  Open  top  with  screen  *  __ 

(d)  Open  top  with  screen  and  elevated  top  C 

(e)  Plastic  jug,  gallon  size  (Chlorox  type)  (  ) 

(€)  Other,  please  specify  _  (  ) 
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3.  Total  Number  Boxes  Used  by 

(a)  Wrens,  please  specify 
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44 
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(b)  Swallows 9  please  specify  *^/Lee 
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(c)  House  Sparrows 


66 
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(d)  Other,  please  specify  ?  CkUkadzx.,3  Jijtmice. 

i  ■  '  ;>n  1  1  '  ■  •  ’  •  _  . 

4.  Total  Number  of  Eggs  Laid 


12 
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56 


5.  Total  Number  of  Eggs  Lost 

(a)  Due  to  raccoon  predation 

(b)  Due  to  sparrow  predation 

(c)  Due  to  wren  predation 

(d)  Due  to  snake  predation 

(e)  Due  to  weather  conditions 

(f)  Due  to  vandalism 

(g)  Other  reasons,  please  specify  __________ 

6*  Total  Number  of  Bluebirds  Hatched 

7,  Total  Number  of  Bluebirds  Fledged  f one.  died  in  box.  ) 


',y  y  Sn  'LL 


0 


dti>: 


:  'j-. '■■■*] 

****** 


yL 

-I 

. 

;  • 

i '  rf  :  1,  ; 

i.r-f 


■.  ■■  \X: 

’  .  '  ’  5*  •  ■  r~  •  , '  ; 

■  y}  i'i(rL:L  ** 

:  ’  ■  ;  fy 

X  >L  '/LLLLL 


56 


'  ■ !  -V  ,  ■ 

8.  Total  Number  of  Bluebird  Nestlings  Lost 
(a)  Duo  to  raccoon  predation 


(b)  Due  to  sparrow  predation 

(c)  Due  to  wren  predation 

(d)  Due  to  snake  predation 
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(e)  Due  to  weather  conditions 

(f)  Due  to  vandalism 
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Find  the  state  or  province  where  you  live  and  send  this  data  sheet  back  to  the  individual 
listed  for  that  state  before  December  31,  1980.  The  compilation  for  1980  will  appear  in 
the  April  Edition  of  Sialia. 


r  .  vv.  -:'  •  , 

{  ...  /  ’  i1;,  •««.  i  • 

.’ v  j 'j  f  . 

-•  -  '  •  *•,  . ;  , 

1  ;s>  v  .  •!  •  ?pvy  •> 


HIS  ; 


.  ■  .  ,.y,: ,  •;<> \  p.  , 


i’, 


V', 

V.  t'v 


¥:. 


-5;  * 

>  r  •  i  \  ■  • 


!•  West ;  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Montana, 
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Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska, 

ewan,  Albt 

Ben  Pinkowski,  P.0.  Box  308,  New  Town,  ND  58763 
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Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Hawaii,  Alaska,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta, 

British  Columbia 
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2*  Midwest:  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Wisconsin, 
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Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Florida, 
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Georgia,  West  Virginia,  Ontario 

Ray  Adams,  Kalamazoo  Nature  Ctr.,  7000  N.  Viestnedge,  Kalamazoo,  MI  49007 


3.  East: 


Maine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York, 

New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  D.  C.,  Maryland,  North 
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Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Quebec,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia 
Paul  Jung,  P.0.  Box  624,  Bowie,  MD  20715 
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Society  will  have  a  winter  walk, 
weather  permitting  to  see  Eagles 
at  the  Quabbin  Reservoir  at  7  a.m. 
or  on  the  25th.  For  transportation 
interested  persons  may  meet  at  the 
home  of  Lil  Files  for  the  car¬ 
pooling.  Ori  January  16,  Friday  at 
7:30  p.m.  or  23rd  the  group  will 
meet  at  the  Littlefield  Library  with 
guest  speaker  Mr.  Bill  Harris  of 
Chelmsford  for  a  slide  program  on 
“Birding  and  Whaling  from  Texas 
to  New  Brunswick”.  Interested 
persons  may  attend  and  are  invited 
to  bring  a  friend.  Refreshments 
will  be  served.  Call  251-8060  or  692- 


Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
will  present  a  slide  lecture 
entitled  "Birding  and 
Whaling  from  Texas  to 
New  Brunswick,”  na¬ 
rrated  by  Bill  Harris  of 
Chelmsford,  on  Friday, 
Jan.  16,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Littlefield  Library.  Public 
welcome,  refreshments. 
Call  Lillian  Files  (692- 
2520)  for  further  informa¬ 
tion.  _ 


Interested  persons  are  reminded 
oi  me  suae  program  io  he 
presented  by  the  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Friday, 
January  16th.  Mr.  Bill  Harris  of 
Chelmsford  will  present  the  slide 
program  entitled  ‘‘Birding  and 
Whaling  from  Texas  to  New 
Brunswick.”  Everyone  is  invited 
and  light  refreshments  will  be 


served 


The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 


met  on  Jan.  16  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  to  hear  guest  speaker 
William  Harris  of  Chelmsford  on 
his  recent  trip  to  the  Texas 
Arkansas  National  Wildlife 
Refuge.  Included  were  slides  of 
Whooping  Cranes  during  court¬ 
ship.  Pictures  were  shown  of 
HumpBack  Whales  off  Stellwater 
Banks  of  the  local  coast.  The 


group 

celebrated  the  birthday  of  Phyllis 
Huff  who  was  presented  with  a 
bluebird  pin  in  appreciation  of  her 
lectures  on  local  birds. 

On  January  25  the  group  went  to 
Newburyport  and  Salisbury  and 
saw  4  bald  eagles  and  a  snowy  owl. 
Other  birds  seen  included 
A  merican  Kestrel,  Marsh  Hawl 
Red  Shouldered  Hawk,  Pigeon 
Hawk,  Rough  Legged  Hawk, 
Horned  Grebe,  “  Cormorant, 
Common  Golden  Eye  Oldsquaw 
Mergansers  Gulls  and  Horned 
Lark. 


TGBO-A  BIRTHDAY  CAKE  and  a  surprise  celebration  of  her  birthday 
recently  by  the  Save  the  Bluebird  Committee  delighted  Phyllis  Huff 
who  is  widely-known  for  her  talks  on  birdlife.  Miss  Huff  was  honored 
at  several  other  similar  parties  as  well.  In  this  photo  the  cake  is  being 
presented  by  Ms.  Joyce  Marinel,  president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  of  which  the  BIuebird  Committee  is  an  important 
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Tyngsboro  Bird 
|  Society  Activities 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Birdl 
Society  had  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  February  20th  at  the 
Littlefield  Library.  The  program 
consisted  of  a  Potpourri  of  slides 
shown  and  narrated  by  the 
members  themselves.  The  slides 
included  beautiful  New  England  | 
scenes,  pets,  birds,  caged  birds, 
wild  animals,  frogs,  flowers, 
fishing  and  farm  animals.  Two 
highlights  were  slides  of  a  pet  crow 
and  a  mare  giving  birth  to  a  foal. 
While  refreshments  were  being 
served  members  were  able  to  look 
over  some  new  type  bluebird  boxes 
made  from  natural  oak  logs  and 
bird  publications. 

On  Sunday,  February  22nd  some 
of  the  members  went  on  a  bird  tour 
of  the  North  Shore.  The  group 
totaled  up  16  water  birds  while 
skirting  the  shores  of  Gloucester 
and  Rockport.  They  included  the 
Common  Loon,  Canada  Geese,  I 
Mallards,  Black  Ducks,  Gadwells, 
Common  Goldeneyes,  Buffleheads, 
a  White-winged  Scoter,  Surf  | 
Scoter,  Great  Black-backed  Gulls 
and  Ringed-billed  Gulls,  Three  big 
finds  of  the  day  were  the  Harlequin 
Ducks,  Iceland  Gulls  and  the 
American  Wigeon. 

Anyone  interested  in  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  may 
•contact  692-2520  or  251-8060. 


£ 


X 

O 

0 

-p 

•H 

X 

Ti 

•H 

C 

-P 

Cl 

«  a)  w 

a 

CO  O  -P 

c 

V 

<D 

h  co  O 

0 

JC| 

P 

a)  0 

cj 

£  •>  *o 

£ 

x: 

O  60,0 

1 — 1 

<x 

to 

rH  C  3 

CL  *H  CO 

<H 

h; 

0 

0 

e 

-p 

-  O  T3 

P 

•r~ 

to  x  0 

0 

L 

to 

0  W  -P 

X 

PCJ 

-p 

to  £  c 

P- 

L  0  0 

to 

•H 

0  c  -H 

3 

• 

E  CO  h 

co 

Ph  ** 

O 

S 

cd 

to  eh 

8.5 


•H  to 

to 

ctf  £ 

1 — 1 

rH  *•  £ 

0 

CO  he 

d  hn  0 

rH 

£ 

£  £  X 

1 — 1  a5 

Vf>  .H 

•H  *H  -P 

•H*--p 

«-H  £ 

£  CO  0 

5c 

O 

<  0 

0 

O  rH 

£  !>> 
Aj  £ 

O  £ 

-P  iH 

CO 

O 

HO  (d 

•H  £ 

-P 

Pi  Ch 

•H 

>  O 

a 

3 

3E  «*  £ 

£ 

0 

0 

60  0 

K  60 

E 

(0  *H  £0 

0  -H 

X 

to 

60  £ 

nd  X  £ 

•H  p 

0 

£  tG  0 

X  O 

ecu  Jibs 

£  0 

•H  «H  «H 

-P  O 

OH3 

sn 

1^9 

CP  IL  > 

££ 

MAD^k 

$AA» 


Bird  Society 

A  meeting  of  the  Bird  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  on  Friday,  February  20  at 
7:30  p.m.  with  a  rain  date  of  March 
6.  It  is  Potpourri  night  and 
members  and  friends  are  asked  to 
bring  up  to  15  slides  or  prints  on 
nature  birds  wildlife  pets  flowers 
sports  and  bring  a  friend.  Kathy 
Ruvido  will  show  film  of  whooping 
cranes  she  took  in  Texas.  Call  692- 
2520  or  251-8060. 
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THE  BULLETIN  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 


To  the  Editor: 

Having  had  bluebirds  nesting  on 
your  property  for  twenty-seven  years  in 
Massachusetts  is  a  rarity  these  days 
and  many  folks  over  the  years  have 
come  for  miles  to  see  them  every  spring 
and  summer.  They  would  ask  many 
questions  and  go  home  and  make  boxes 
of  their  own. 

Being  members  of  The  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bluebird  Society,  Joyce  Marinel 
and  I  attended  their  annual  three-day 
conference  at  the  Smithsonian’s  Con¬ 
servation  and  Research  Center  in 
Virginia  in  November  1979.  We  came 
back  to  Massachusetts  determined  to 
establish  a  Bluebird  Trail  even  though 
we  knew  the  odds  were  against  us  in 
achieving  great  success.  We  started  in 
our  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  a  “Save 
the  Bluebird  Committee”  consisting  of 
eight  members  who  were  interested.  We 
had  a  few  workshops  making  up  342 
bluebird  boxes  from  recycled  wood  in 
February.  We  contacted  many  people 
who  had  the  right  bluebird  habitat,  such 
as  farms,  conservation  land,  golf 
courses,  cemeteries,  and  other  proper¬ 
ty.  By  the  first  of  March  we  had  all  the 
boxes  up. 

Joyce  and  I  gave  many  lecture  and 
slide  presentations,  using  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s  slides 
followed  up  by  our  own,  showing  what 


we’ve,  done  locally  here  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  We  have  shown  it  to  bird 
societies,  garden  clubs,  libraries, 
schools,  boy  scout  troops,  senior 
citizens’  clubs  and  even  at  a  camp¬ 
ground  and  a  physical  fitness  camp. 
We  are  beginning  to  feel  like  Johnny  Ap- 
pleseeds  —  spreading  the  bluebirds’ 
story  around!  Through  these  programs 
many  more  folks  throughout  Massa¬ 
chusetts  put  up  boxes  of  their  own. 

The  outcome  of  the  above  was  only 
eleven  nesting  pairs  of  bluebirds,  but 
many  were  seen  flying  around  many  of 
our  boxes.  We  are  not  discouraged  as 
we  are  taking  down  many  boxes  and 
relocating  them  to  better  habitat.  Many 
other  birds  utilized  our  boxes:  66  tree 
swallows,  44  house  wrens,  9  chick¬ 
adees,  3  titmice,  and  31  house  sparrows. 
Eleven  boxes  were  vandalized. 

We  have  had  an  interesting  spring 
and  summer.  All  the  folks  on  our 
bluebird  committee  were  responsible 
for  monitoring  the  boxes  at  least  once  a 
week.  This  year  we  had  an  extra  duty 
that  we  didn’t  anticipate:  cleaning  out 
gypsy  moth  pupae!  A  lot  of  boxes  at¬ 
tached  to  oak  trees  were  completely 
filled.  Pole  boxes  were  okay. 

Anyone  interested  in  a  bluebird  slide 
program  may  contact  Lil  Files  (692- 
2520)  or  Joyce  Marinel  (251  -8040). 

Lillian  Lun  Files,  President 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


MONITORING  BLUEBIRD  BOXES 
ON  A  TRAIL 


WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


NASHUA  VALLEY  EVENTS 


SPRIN 


To  be  scheduled  after  arrival  of  bluebirds l 
Tyngsboro,  692-2520  for  further  information.  Teleph 
be  put  into  action. 


the  1981  GATHERING  of  WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


Camp  Union/Otter  Lake  Conservation  School  Greenfield 
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which  become  their  main  food  in  winter. 
However,  if  there  is  a  freezing  rain  and  the 
berries  get  covered  with  ice  for  an 
extended  period  of  time,  there  might  be  a 
high  mortality.  Bluebirds  have  relatively 
|  weak  bills  and  cannot  crack  the  ice. 

I  Mountain  Bluebird  ranges  clear  up  to 
Alaska  and  is  the  most  migratory  of  the 
bluebirds.  Those  nesting  in  the  higher 
elevations  tend  to  migrate  to  lower  eleva¬ 
tions  in  winter.  Western  Bluebird  is 
probably  the  least  migratory  of  all  the 
bluebirds. 

BIRDING:  How  does  one  get  involved  in 
bluebird  conservation? 

ZELENY:  Anyone  interested  in  bluebird 
conservation  should  write  to  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  Box  6295, 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20906.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  can  provide  all  details  regarding  the 
construction  and  placement  of  bluebird 
boxes,  control  of  predators,  plantings  to 
enhance  bluebird  habitat,  developing 
bluebird  trails,  and  bluebird  conservation 
in  general.  The  Society  publishes  a 


quarterly  journal,  Sicilia,  which  is  sent  to 
those  who  join. 

BIRDING:  What  do  you  see  for  the  future? 

ZELENY:  Without  man  s  help,  bluebirds 
might  not  survive.  Because  of  the 
increasing  shortage  of  natural  nesting 
cavities  and  increasing  competition, 
bluebirds  might  disappear  within  the 
next  50  to  100  years.  However,  if  we  can 
get  enough  people  interested  in  putting 
out  nesting  boxes  and  caring  for  them,  we 
may  increase  their  chances  for  survival 
and  increase  their  numbers.  We  believe 
that  Eastern  Bluebirds  have  declined  by 
as  much  as  90%  in  the  past  50  years.  We 
know  that  bluebird  trails  and  improved 
habitats  have  caused  dramatic  increases 
in  bluebirds— at  least  along  the  trails.  But 
the  trails  cover  only  a  miniscule  part  of 
the  entire  country,  so  their  existence 
hasn't  had  much  impact  on  the  entire 
population.  At  least — riot  yet. 

4912  Casimir  Street 
Annandale,  VA  22003 


Longtime  bluebird  advocate  Lawrence  Zeleny  (above) 
checks  one  of  the  60  nesting  boxes  he  put  up  17 
years  ago  at  a  federal  research  facility  in  Maryland. 


Peter  Kimpton 

Candidate  For  The  Eagle  Scout  Award 

And 

Troop  28,  B.S.A. 


Invite  You  To  A  Slide  Program 
"The  Bluebirds'  Story" 
Thursday  Evening,  February  26 
At  7:30  P.M. 

At  The  Little  Red  Schoolhouse 
Route  113,  Dunstable,  Massachusetts 


As  part  of  his  major  service  project, 
Peter  is  extending  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Trail  through  the  town  of 
Dunstable.  Thirty  nesting  boxes  have 
been  built  to  aid  in  this  wildlife 
conservation  project  and  will  be 
available  to  those  who  would  like  to 

help. 


REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED- 
Cane  And  Bring  A  Friend 


EAGLE  SCOUT 
CANDIDATE 
As  a  candidate  for  Eagle 
Scout,  Peter  Kimpton’s 
Eagle  Scout  Project  is  to 
provide  30  Bluebird  boxes 
for  the  Bluebird  Trail. 

In  conjunction  with 
Peter’s  project,  Thursday 
evening,  January  26  at  7:30 
in  the  Little  Red  School, 


Lillian  $iles  of  the  North 
American  Blue  Bird  Society 
will  present  a  slide  show. 
The  public  is  invited  to  at¬ 
tend.  There  will  be  some 
Bluebird  boxes  available  at 
this  slide  presentation. 
Refreshments  will  be 


serv 


TRUSTWORTHY  LOYAL 
H€LPFUL  FRI€NDLY  COURT€OUS 
KIND  OB€DI€NT  CH€€RFUL 
THRIFTY  BRAV€  CL€AN 
R€V€R€NT 


YOU  ARE  CORDIALLY  INVITED 
TO  ATTEND 

A  COURT  OF  HONOR  CEREMONY 
FOR  THE 

EAGLE  AWARD  PRESENTATION  TO 
PETER  DAVID  KIMPTON 
SUNDAY,  JUNE  14,  1981 
AT  4:00  P.M. 

DUNSTABLE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
DUNSTABLE,  MASSACHUSETTS 


BUFFET  SUPPER  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING 


: 


.  ■ 


Tradition 


For  three  generations  there  have  been  Eagle  Scouts  in  the  Kimpton  family. 
Peter,  13,  was  presented  his  Eagle  during  a  Court  of  Honor  ceremony  in  Dunstable 
this  week.  His  father,  David,  earned  his  in  1957,  while  his  grandfather,  Geort 


us  grandfather,  Deorge, 

Another  Kimpton 
gets  Eagle  honor 


By  GEORGE  EDMUNDS 
Telegraph  Correspondent 

DUNSTABLE,  Mass.  —  More  than  100 
people,  including  many  community  lead¬ 
ers,  were  on  hand  in  the  Congregational 
Church  here  Sunday  to  salute  Scout  Peter 
D.  Kimpton,  13,  the  first  member  of 
I  Dunstable’s  Troop  28  to  earn  the  rank  of 
I  Eagle  in  nearly  40  years. 

When  Kimpton’s  mother,  Margery, 
proudly  pinned  the  Eagle  award  to  her 
son’s  uniform,  he  represented  the  third 
consecutive  generation  of  Kimptoms  to 
earn  Scouting’s  highest  rank. 

His  father,  Troop  28  Scoutmaster  David 
Kimpton,  won  his  Eagle  in  Medfield, 
Mass.,  in  1957,  and  his  grandfather,  George 
Kimpton,  who  also  took  part  in  the  local 
ceremony,  reached  the  rank  of  Eagle  in 
1927  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 

The  newest  Eagle  Scout  was  commend¬ 
ed  by  the  Groton-D unstable  Regional 
School  Committee,  represented  by  Paul 
Dineen;  the  Dunstable  Board  of  Select¬ 
men,  represented  by  Chairman  Dana  Met- 
zler;  a  special  commendation  and  a  state 
flag,  presented  by  Rep.  Bruce  Weather- 
bee;  letters  of  congratulations  from  his 
U.S.  Congressman  and  U.S.  Senator,  and  a 
letter  of  appreciation  from  members  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  present¬ 
ed  by  Lil  Files  of  Tyngsboro. 

The  school  board’s  commendation  de¬ 


scribed  Peter  as  a  talented  student  whose  | 
conduct  in  school  had  been  characterized 
by  “honesty,  sincerity,  dependability  and 
determination.” 

Peter  received  a  plaque  from  the  people 
of  Dunstable  in  recognition  of  his  accom¬ 
plishment. 

In  winning  his  Eagle,  Peter  earned  2$ 
merit  badges  and  eight  skill  awards.  He 
participated  in  dozens  of  camping  trips  andf 
bicycle  expeditions  in  good  weather  or  I 
bad,”  said  assistant  Scoutmaster  John  Els-| 
bree  Jr. 

Troop  28  scouts  have  traveled  more  than 1 
750  miles  on  bike  expeditions  to  points  | 
throughout  New  England.  They  are  plan-| 
ning  a  trip  up  the  Maine  coast  next  month. 

Young  Kimpton  will  be  among  the  32 1 
Scouts  from  the  Greater  Lowell  Council 
who  will  join'  24,000  Scouts  at  the  National  | 
BSA  Jamboree  in  Virginia  this  year. 

Young  Kimpton’s  major  service  project! 
was  in  wildlife  conservation.  He  built  and  I 
installed  30  bluebird  nesting  boxes,  moni¬ 
tored  them,  and  gave  slide  presentations! 
aimed  at  generating  more  appreciation  and| 
protection  for  the  Bluebird. 

The  Rev.  Gregg  Messerole,  pastor  of  the! 
Dunstable  Congregational  Church,  offered! 
the  invocation,  and  Peter’s  godfather,  the! 
Rev.  Laurence  Miller  of  St.  David’s  Epis- 1 
copal  Church,  Salem,  N.H.,  gave  the  bene-| 
diction. 
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Surely,  shooting  a  charging  rhino 
with  a  camera  must  be  a  terrific  thrill, 
although  both  the  suspense  and  the 
expense  might  be  unbearable. 

There’s  excitement,  too,  in  catching 
a  nuthatch  coming  headfirst  down  a 
tree  and  into  your  viewfinder.  And 
when  it  sets  its  head  just  so  and  you 
fire  at  precisely  the  right  split  second, 
that  little  nuthatch  provides  as  lovely  a 
color  portrait  as  any  other  wild  thing 
in  this  wide,  wild  world. 

Every  bird  that  comes  to  pose  in 
your  backyard — or  would  come,  if  in¬ 
vited — could  make  its  own  interest¬ 
ing,  attractive  picture,  too. 

So  why  leave  wildlife  photography 
to  the  safari  crowd  when  the  fun  of  it 
awaits  you,  economically  and  con¬ 
veniently,  right  at  home? 

Throngs  of  people  are  ready  for 
this  sport.  The  birds  are  at  hand  even 
in  large  cities,  where  20%  or  more  of 
all  households  actively  lure  birds  to 
their  yards  by  putting  out  free  lunch. 
Nationally  we  spend  an  estimated 
$40,000,000  a  year  for  birdhouses  and 
bird  feeders,  another  $100,000,000  or 
so  on  birdseed,  just  to  bring  birds 
within  eyeshot.  And  where  the  eye 
can  see,  the  camera  can  record. 

You  can’t  photograph  a  bird  to 
good  effect  with  just  any  fixed-focus 
snapshooter,  of  course.  Bird  photog¬ 
raphy  does  call  for  equipment  more 
sophisticated  than  that,  but  nothing 
particularly  unusual.  If  you  do 
enough  picture  taking  to  consider 
photography  a  hobby  rather  than  a 
mere  adjunct  to  your  memory  book, 
your  accessory  bag  may  already  hold 
all  the  gear  you  need. 

Setting  up  to  shoot 

Photographically,  the  challenge  is 
this.  A  bird  comes  into  your  yard  a 
wild  creature,  wary  of  people  and  all 
sudden  movements,  elusive,  swift  in 
motion,  a  thing  of  beauty  at  rest  or  in 


Bird 
photography 
in  your  own 
backyard 


flight,  and  often  quite  small — in  the 
case  of  the  chickadee  only  four  inches 
stem  to  stern. 

You  wish  to  photograph  this  tiny 
subject  in  its  natural,  sheltering  sur¬ 
roundings.  Getting  close  enough  for 
so  small  a  bird  to  fill  an  entire  frame 
may  be  out  of  the  question;  getting 
close  enough  to  reveal  the  bird  in  de¬ 
tail  and  to  distinguish  it  from  its  back¬ 
ground  is  perfectly  possible  and 
practical. 

This  is  the  equipment  you  need: 

►  A  good  35mm  single-lens  reflex 
camera.  A  built-in  light  meter  isn’t 
necessary;  in  fact,  you  won’t  need  a 
light  meter  at  all  when  you’re  work¬ 
ing  with  a  flash.  Be  aware  that  the  new 
automatic  35mm  SLRs  (see  “Those 
Smart  New  35mm  Automatic  Cam¬ 
eras,”  May)  also  have  disadvantages: 
The  need  to  override  their  automatic 
features  complicates  what  a  bird 
photographer  has  to  do. 

►  A  telephoto  lens  of  at  least  250mm 
focal  length,  plus  a  set  of  extension 
tubes  that  go  between  the  camera 
body  and  the  lens  to  increase  magnifi¬ 
cation  and  get  you  in  tight  for  close- 
ups.  The  powerful,  expensive  mirror- 
reflex  telephoto  lenses  aren’t  particu¬ 
larly  satisfactory  for  bird  work.  Depth 
of  field  is  shallow,  giving  distorted 
backgrounds. 

►  A  tripod  sturdy  enough  to  hold 
your  camera  steady  when  the  tele¬ 
photo  lens  is  attached.  Birds  are  fast- 
moving  subjects,  and  a  high-magnifi- 
cation  lens  magnifies  any  camera 
movement.  Successful  unsupported 
hand-held  shots  of  birds  are  rare. 

►  A  strobe-light  flash  attachment, 
preferably  with  a  second,  or  “slave,” 
unit.  The  first  unit  provides  primary 
illumination  while  the  slave  fills  in 
backlight  and  eliminates  the  heavy 
shadows  that  one-source  lighting  pro¬ 
duces.  Flash  also  permits  you  to  use 
the  slower  films,  which  give  better 


color  with  less  graininess  than  fast 
ones.  For  many  bird  photographers 
Kodachrome  64  is  the  film  of  choice. 
►  A  cable  release,  preferably  a  long 
one,  to  minimize  the  movement  re¬ 
quired  to  snap  the  shutter. 

And  that’s  it,  enough  to  put  you  in 
business — except  for  one  more  item, 
which  you  can’t  pick  up  at  the  camera 
store:  concealment  for  yourself. 

You  could  set  up  your  tripod,  focus 
on  a  favorite  perch  or  feeder,  position 
the  strobes  halfway  between  camera 
and  subject,  run  the  release  cable 
through  the  kitchen  door  arid  retire 
there  in  shadowy,  relaxing  comfort  to 
await  action.  Purposeful  bird  photog¬ 
raphers,  however,  generally  provide 
field  concealment  for  themselves, 
usually  in  the  form  of  a  portable 
screening  shelter  called  a  “blind” 
unless  you’re  from  England,  in  which 
case  it’s  a  “hide.” 

Pup  tents  can  be  used  as  blinds,  but 
they  are  hot  and  cramped,  especially 
if  you  spend  several  hours  in  one,  as 
is  likely.  John  Trott,  a  wildlife  photog¬ 
rapher  who  has  taught  at  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution  and  whose  bird 
portraits  have  appeared  in  National 
Audubon  Society  and  the  National 
Geographic  Society  publications, 
knows  exactly  what  a  blind  should  be: 
porous,  portable  and  sufficiently 
capacious  to  accommodate  the  pho¬ 
tographer  plus  tripod,  camera  and 
chair.  If  you’re  to  have  the  patience  to 
wait  out  a  good  shot,  comfort  counts. 

Blinds  can  be  improvised.  The 
early  ones  were  umbrellalike  con¬ 
traptions,  draped  to  the  ground  like 
Victorian  ladies.  A  parked  car  may  do; 
birds  quickly  grow  accustomed  to 
cars.  An  inverted  refrigerator  carton 
once  served  Trott  as  a  blind  from 
which  to  make  his  portrait  of  the 
Belding  ground  squirrel  for  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service.  His  favorite  blind, 
though,  is  a  dome-shaped  frame  of 
aluminum  tubing  covered  with  bur¬ 
lap  fastened  with  those  big,  plastic¬ 
headed  safety  pins  sold  for  diapers. 
This  blind  works  fine,  he  reports,  pro¬ 
vided  the  frame  is  firmly  planted  in 
the  ground  and  the  covering  is  tightly 
pinned  to  prevent  flapping. 

Enter  the  star  of  the  show 

Snapping  shots  of  birds  at  the  seed 
feeder  is  the  natural  way  for  a  neo¬ 
phyte  bird  photographer  to,  shall  we 
say,  try  his  wings.  At  that  location  you 
at  least  know  just  where  the  birds  will 
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]5e?ch,  which  birds  will  drop  in  and 
what  time  of  day  they  are  likely  to 
visit.  You  can  get  set  up  and  be  ready 
with  a  reasonable  expectation  of 
success. 

Taking  pictures  at  the  feeder  is  fun, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  build  an  album 
or  a  slide  show  featuring  your  regular 
clientele.  You  will  soon  note,  though, 
that  there  is  much  more  bird  activity 
afoot  than  just  plucking  seeds  from 
the  feeder.  Some  birds  prefer  dining 
off  seed  spilled  on  the  ground  rather 
than  at  your  hanging  snack  bar.  And 
still  others  simply  prefer  fare  other 
than  seeds.  The  colorful  wood¬ 
pecker’s  appetite,  for  example,  runs 
more  to  wood-boring  insects, 
whereas  the  bossy  mockingbird 
favors  berries. 

Besides,  you  tire  of  seeing  that 
same  old  feeder  in  every  shot  you 
print.  So  you  begin  thinking  of  ways 
to  photograph  a  wider  variety  of  birds 
and  to  picture  them  in  more  natural 
settings.  You  strew  more  seed  on  the 
ground  for  the  ground  feeders  and  a 
suet  ball  brings  in  both  the  wood¬ 
pecker  and  the  mockingbird.  A  bit 
later  you  stuff  suet  into  a  hole  in  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  tree  trunk  and  get  the  same 
birds  in  settings  that  are  less  back- 
yardy  and  more  photogenic. 

Water  is  another  dependable  attrac¬ 
tion,  and  not  just  in  a  dry  spell.  A  bird- 
bath  placed  on  the  ground  can  be 
easily  masked  by  vegetation.  It  should 
be  shallow,  hold  clear  water  and  have 
a  rough  surface.  Birds  will  drink  from 
a  smooth  basin  but  not  bathe  in  it; 
you’ll  miss  all  the  lively  action  shots. 
The  sound  of  falling  water  makes  a 
birdbath  particularly  irresistible.  Let  a 
hose  drip  slowly  on  leaves  around  the 
bath,  or  position  a  lawn  sprinkler  so 
that  the  spray  wets  leaves  above  the 
bath. 

Probably  you  can  invent  other  en¬ 
ticements,  too.  How  good  the  result¬ 
ing  pictures  are  depends  on  how  well 
you  observe  the  behavior  of  the  birds 
you  attract.  They  are  creatures  of 
habit  and  will  use  the  same  approach 
patterns  to  get  to  food  or  water  over 
and  over  again.  Notice  how  they  de¬ 
scend  from  the  treetops  by  moving 
from  one  favorite  perch  to  another  in 
the  same  sequence.  Take  good  advan¬ 
tage  of  those  behavior  patterns  and 
you’ll  get  some  good  pictures. 

Know  your  subject.  Know  its  ways. 
And  wait.  When  the  moment  comes, 
focus  on  the  bird’s  eye  if  you  can. 


Photography  with  feeling 

Bird  photography  is  not  entirely  a 
matter  of  f-stops  and  shutter  speeds. 
There  is  a  conscience  factor,  too.  Con¬ 
sider  what  you  are  doing  with  your 
birdseed,  suet  and  free  water.  To  put 
it  plainly,  you  are  baiting  wild  crea¬ 
tures  for  your  own  esthetic  and 
photographic  pleasure.  And  what  you 
do  holds  some  potential  dangers  for 
your  subjects. 

There  is  the  dependence  question. 
If  you  teach  birds  to  depend  upon 
you  for  food  and  drink,  then  you  must 
be  dependable  in  return.  Don’t  stop 
providing  it  just  because  you  run  out 
of  film  or  enthusiasm. 

Then  there  is  the  cat  problem.  At¬ 
tract  birds  and  you  also  attract  their 
enemies.  Explore  ways  you  might 
protect  your  birds  from  predators.  It 
is  not  difficult,  for  example,  to  place  a 
feeder  out  of  cat’s  reach  or  to  sur¬ 
round  a  feeding  or  bathing  area  with 
an  inconspicuous,  cat-foiling  barrier 
of  chicken  wire.  You  can  shoot  over 
the  wire.  It  won’t  spoil  your  picture^. 

Finally,  if  temptation  arises, ’resist 
photographing  nestlings.  Leave  nests 
completely  alone.  Ordinarily  birds 
nest  in  concealment,  so  you  can’t 
photograph  an  undisturbed  nest.  If 
you  tie  back  foliage  or  cut  branches 
away  so  that  your  camera  can  peek, 
you  also  tip  predators  to  the  nest’s 
location.  So  keep  away.  A  nestling’s 
chances  are  slim  enough  without  hav¬ 
ing  them  made  worse  by  thoughtless 
interference. 

Anyhow,  there  is  beauty  aplenty  to 
be  pictured  in  the  harmless  ways  sug¬ 
gested  above.  For  more  ideas  of  the 
possibilities,  look  at  such  volumes  as 
Eric  Hosking’s  A  Passion  for  Birds: 
Fifty  Years  of  Photographing  Wildlife 
(Coward,  McCann  &  Geohegan;  $25); 
the  pioneering  work  of  Allan  D. 
Cruikshank,  now  in  Cruikshank’s 
Photographs  of  Birds  of  America 
(Dover;  $6  paperback);  or  Eliot 
Porter’s  Birds  of  North  America:  A 
Personal  Selection  (Galahad;  $14.95). 

These  are  not  by  any  means  books 
of  backyard  photography.  They  are 
works  of  the  masters.  To  see  what 
amateurs  can  do,  ask  your  library  for 
the  September  issues  of  American 
Birds,  published  by  the  National 
Audubon  Society,  in  which  winning 
entries  in  the  journal’s  annual  “salon 
of  photographs”  appear.  The  techni¬ 
cal  details  about  the  winning  shots 
may  be  helpful  to  you.  □ 
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Bird  Society  To 
Hear  Woodcarvi 
Ifiarch  27 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  jBird 
■Society  will  meet  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  Friday  evening,  March  27,  | 
at  7:30  p.m. 

Guest  speaker  of  the  evening  will 
be  Rupert  Stangroom  of  Tyngsboro 
who  will  talk  about  and  demon¬ 
strate  the  art  of  Woodcarving. 

The  meeting  is  open  to  all  in- 1 
terested  persons.  Woodcarvingsl 
may  be  brought  for  Mr. I 
Stangroom’s  inspection. 

HIaa.  ULUan  Kefreshments  will  be  providedj 

ScjiibnzA.  Hill 


J yna&boAjo,  ftaAA* 


0/879 


Lil  JlUa,  Taza.^  692-2520 

'Joy.ce.  HianijrieJL,  JneoA.  25 /  -8060 


TYNGSBORO 

Bird  Society  Plans  2 
Walks  Week  Of  4-20 


TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  met  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  March  27th  and  enjoyed 
hearing  Rupert  Stangroom  give  a 
lecture  demonstration  on  bird 
woodcarving.  Mr.  Stangroom 
conducts  a  night  course  at  the 
Lowell  University  on  woodcarving. 
After  listening  to  Mr.  Stangroom’s 
lecture  everyone  there  must  ap¬ 
preciate  their  own  woodcarvings 
that  much  morei.  Members  brought 
in  many  of  their  personal  bird 
carvings  to  share.  The  table 
provided  for  their  display  was  sure 
a  beautiful  sight. 

Lil  Files  brought  in  her  bird  song 


records  and  while  refreshments 
were  being  served  members  en¬ 
joyed  a  little  “bird  music” !  Lil  has 
some  good  news-Bluebirds  arrived 
on  her  property  March  28th. 
As  of  April  9  she  has  a  nesting  pair. 

Two  bird  walks  are  planned  for 
the  week  of  April  20  (school 
vacation  week) :  the  Plum  Island 
walk  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
April  22  and  further  information 
may  be  obtained  by  calling  256- 
2128.  The  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery 
walk  will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
April  23.  For  details  on  this,  please 
call  692-2520. 


i  NL  Garden  Ch 
|  to  see  bluebirds 

NEW  LONDON  -  The  New  | 
I  London  Garden  Club  will  meet 
at  1  p.m.  April  14  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Main  Street. 

The  program  will  be  a  slide 
presentation  on  bluebirds  by 
I  Mrs.  Lillian  Filies,  Tyngsboro, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Filies  is  a  member  I 
of  the  North  American  Blue-i 
I  bird  Society.  She  is  president 
I  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
land  a  member  of  the  f 
I  Massachusetts  Audubon  So- 
|ciety. 

She  will  have  bluebird! 
[houses  on  display  and  liter- f 
lature  will  be  available. 


4^4-^  1  ^ 

— i 

i — \  \>  CLt_A.  t  /o  p  pi  ^ 

(^zC^reuJLA „  Cc ^ 

W 

$UX<=> 

\C\J2_CL_  Vr\  HX- 

bbXo  U 20/ ^  *bVovO  Co  Oo  _  y\a_i.b^ 


FREEDOM  TO  SPE4*  *ICHT  *b 

USAOr  SA10c 


H 


Jgfc, 


TO 


£  V  _  • 

\  *i  l ' 


QCj  5bxc>^  <t\ 


(\jgU)  L&tsid&h  CiikL 


1  ~ ioobm  707-9  '  r7 / 


^tition  for  redress 


h 


J  CingA.6oAjQ  d-Uld.  SoC-'Lfli.y. 


Bird  Society  To 

_ _ — 

Have  Live  Eagle 
Guest  On  April  29 

TGBO-The  April  meeting  of  the 
[Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  evening,  April 
29,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Lakeview 
|  School,  Tyngsboro. 

The  guest  speaker  will  be  Ralph 
1  Kylloe  of  Carlisle  who  will  present 
a  slide  program  on  “Birds  of 
Prey.’’  He  will  bring  with  him  a 
real  live  performing  Tawny  Eagle 
with  a  six-foot  wing  spread. 

A  Spring  Bird  Walk  will  be  held 
by  the  club  on  Saturday,  May  2, 
meeting  at  8  a.m.  at  Lil  Files’  field 
on  Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsboro,  first 
to  see  the  bluebirds  and  then  to  go 
birding  at  the  falls  on  Upper  Lake 
Massapoag  with  Bill  Harris  of 
Chelmsford  as  leader. 

Both  events  are  open  to  I 
everyone,  whether  a  club  member 
or  not.  Please  call  692-2520  or  251- 
8060  if  you  wish  further  in-| 
formation.  All  are  welcome. 
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Bird  Society  To 
Walk  May  16 
In  Carlisle 

TGBO-The  April  meeting  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  was  well 
attended  by  approximately  100 
people  including  many  children  to 
see  Ralph  Ky lloe’s  “Birds  of  Prey” 
slide  program.  His  6  ft.  wing 
spread  live  Tawny  Eagle  stole  the 
show.  Ralph  had  his  companion  i 
perch  on  his  arm  and  had  him 
spread  his  wings  a  few  times.  He 
also  fed  the  eagle  food  that  birds  of 
prey  like.  The  interest  of  the 
audience  was  certainly  apparent 
from  the  numerous  questions 
asked  by  both  the  children  and| 
adults. 

It  was  a  bonus  night  for  the  club.  I 
Mrs.  Janet  McDowell  of  Peppered 
showed  a  dozen  slides  of  five 
nestling  bluebirds  that  she  raised 
herself  after  the  female  bluebird 
never  came  back  to  the  nesting 
box.  This  sure  was  a  spectacular 
feat  to  say  the  least. 

The  group’s  Plum  Island  trip  on 
April  22nd  didn’t  produce  mam 
|  birds  due  to  poor  weather... the  best 
seen  was  a  Long-eared  Owl,  Snowy 
Egrets,  Glossy  Ibis,  Snow  Geese 
land  Wood  Ducks. 

The  Spring  walk  was  well  at- 1 
I  tended.  Folks  met  at  Lil  Files’  field 
to  see  a  pair  of  nesting  Bluebirds. 
Also  seen  on  the  field  were:  Tree 
Swallows,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field 
Sparrow,  Great  Crested  Flycat- 
Icher,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Northern 
Oriole,  Brown-Thrasher,  Blue  Jay, 
Towhee,  Robins,  Cowbird,  Hawk, 
Gold  Finch,  Red-Wing,  Mourning 
Dove,  House  Finch,  Grackle, 
Catbird,  Phoebe  and  a  Scarlet 
Tanager  was  heard  several  times. 

Bill  and  May  Harris  of  Chelm¬ 
sford  then  led  the  group  on  Upper 
Lake  Massapoag.  Phyllis  Huff  also 
helped  with  the  group.  Seen  were 
ducks,  Great  Blue  Herons,  Bank 
Swallows,  Spotted  Sandpiper, 
Kingfisher,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Pine 
Warbler,  Myrtle  Warbler  and  a 
beaver  swimming  along  the  bank 
I  of  the  lake. 

The  Society  would  like  to  an- 
J  nounce  that  Bill  and  May  Harris  of 
Chelmsford  are  leading  a  May 
Audubon  birdwalk  celebrating 
National  Audubon  Week  on 
Saturday,  May  16th.  Folks  in¬ 
terested  are  to  meet  at  7:3ft  at 
Great  Brook  Farm  State  Park 
parking  lot  Carlisle  (off  Lowell  St. 
on  Curve  St.)  Phone:  256-2128  for 
any  more  details. 


Bluebird  Stamp 

On  a  less  esoteric  subject,  but 
lone  fraught  with  philately,  efforts  to 
create  a  postage  stamp  honoring  blue¬ 
birds  are  going  on  nationwide.  We 
urge  all  NABS  members  to  write  to 
their  U.S.  Senators  and  U.S.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  asking  for  their  support 
jin  putting  the  bluebird  on  a  U.S. 
postage  stamp.  The  Society  is  joined 
in  these  efforts  by  a  variety  of  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups.  Mrs.  Bruce 
Gunnell  writes  that,  thanks  to  her 
intercession,  the  upcoming  issue 
of  the  Garden  Clubs  of  America 
|  publication  will  enlist  the  help  of 
garden  club  members  in  this  cause. 
Lillian  Lund  Files  reports  from 
I  Tyngsboro,  MA,  that  the  former  Chief 
I  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  is  from  her 
hometown.  When  she  asked  his  help 
recently,  he  informed  her  that  the  blue¬ 
bird  stamp  is  on  an  agenda  soon  to  be 
aired. 
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STACEY  W.  COLE,  Executive  Director 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE  PETROLEUM  COUNCIL 
23  School  Street,  Concord,  N.  H. 
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There  were  104  nesting  pairs  reported 
during  the  1980  nesting  season.  This  was 
an  improvement  over  1979  when  only  78 
pairs  were  reported.  In  1978  there  were 
97;  in  1977,  we  had  a  very  poor  record 
with  but  73.  In  1976,  we  had  a  good  year 
with  115  nesting  pairs  reported. 

This,  by  the  way,  is  the  18th  annual  sur¬ 
vey.  And,  as  I  always  do,  let  me  hasten  to 
add  that  it  is  not  considered  by  me  to  be  a 
scientific  survey  with  controls  and  all  the 
rest,  but  it  Is  an  indication,  I  think,  of  a 
possible  trend.  My  assessment,  based  on 
that  theory,  is  that  bluebirds  are  holding 
their  own  here  in  New  Hampshire.  That 
of  itself  is  of  significance. 

Thirty-eight  readers  reported  the  1980 
nestings  which  occurred  in  43  towns  in  all 
10  of  New  Hampshire’s  counties.  We  also 
heard  from  some  readers  who  had  had 
nesting  bluebirds  last  year  who  did  not 
this  year. 

For  many  years,  we  had  “dubbed” 
Rumney  “The  Bluebird  Capitol  of  New 
Hampshire.”  Last  year  we  had  to  take 
their  “title”  and  give  it  to  Landaff. 
Horace  Blake  surveyed  Landaff  and 
found  21  nesting  pairs  in  1979.  “Joe”  and 
Ann  Kent  of  Rumney  have  always  head¬ 
ed  up  that  town’s  survey.  In  1979;  Rum¬ 
ney  came  in  second  with  but  18  pairs. 
Quite  a  drop  for  them . 

When  Ann  Kent  sent  in  their*  survey 
this  year,  she  said:  “Twenty-two  pairs 
this  year.  The  birds  were  everywhere  in 
She  fall.  One  lady  in  West  Rumney  re¬ 
sorted  a  flock  of  15  or  20.  Hope  Landaff 
had  a  good  report.” 

Well,  here  what  Horace  Blake  report- 
dr  “The  year  1980  was  not  as  good  for 
l  luebirds  in  Landaff.  Sorry  to  say  we  did 
not  have  any  at  our  place  after  quite  a 
i  w  years.  The  older  birds  came  up 
among  the  missing  and  we  found  the  four 


Some  years  ago  I  was  measuring  and 
marking  rough  boards  in  preparation  for 
fixing  a  roof  which 
was  sadly  in  need 
of  repairs.  We  had 
a  hired  man  who 
was  not  too  meticu¬ 
lous  about  his  per¬ 
son  but  who  did  the 
chores  in  a  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory 
manner.  This  day, 

I  let  him  do  the 
sawing  and  upon 
looking  at  the  roof  I 
noticed  that  the 
edges  were  not  as 
even  as  I  liked. 

I  called  the  matter  to  his  attention.  “I 
try  to  mark  these  boards  exactly  where  I 
want  them  cut,”  I  said.  “You  seem  to  be 
either  one  side  Of  the  other  of  my  pencil 
markings.  Why  is  that?” 

He  straightened  up,  looked  me  in  the 
eye  and  replied,  “Well,  you  have  to  cut 
the  board  off  somewhere  and  after  the 
roof  paper’s  on,  ’twant  show.” 

That’s  somewhat  like  I  feel  when,  after 
completing  our  annual  bluebird  nesting 
survey,  we  get  letters  telling  of  a  few 
|  more  nestings.  But  today’s  the  day  we 
I  “cut  the  board  off.” 


young  birds  dead.”  The  total  for  Landaff  the  past  31  years.  At  the  other  extreme, 
was  17  nesting  pairs.  one  of  our  Plymouth,  N.H.;  readers 

Another  reason  why  we  may  have  had  wrote:  “First  time  ih 43  years;”  A  reader 
a  larger  total  this  year  is  due  to  the  work  in  Center  Conway  said,  “First  time  in  20 


of  Miss  Helen  Merrill  of  Barnstead.  She 
surveyed  her  town  and  reported  seven 
nestings.  She  also  told  of  several  fall 
sightings  in  Barnstead. 

As  our  regular  readers  know,  we  ask 


that  several  questions  be  answered,  in-  vin  Village,  3. 


years.  :  :  \  >--fc  ■ 

Here,  now,  is  the  summary  of  the  nest¬ 
ings  by  towns: 

Rumney,  22;  Landaff,  17;  Barnstead 
and  Gilford,  7  each;  Walpole,  5,  and  Mel- 


cluding:  type  of  house,  height  of  nest 
from  ground,  distance  of  nest  from  build¬ 
ings,  number  of  years  nesting  in  the 
same  location.  We  also  record  remarks 
readers  make. 

The  type  of  house  readers  mentioned 
most  frequently  is  built  according  to  the 
plans  we  have  made  available  over  the 
years.  (A  long,  self-addressed,  stamped 


Two  each  in  Alton,  Danville,  Derry,  E. 
Hebron,  Plymouth  and  Weare. 

One  each  in  the  following  towns :  Bridg¬ 
water,  Canaan,  Center  Conway,  Center 
Sandwich, .  Chester,  Concord,  Cornish, 
East  Haverhill,  Hill,  Hopkinton.  Also, 
Jackson,  Kfeene,  Laconia,  Lancaster, 
Lisbon,  Meredith  Center,  Milford,  Moul- 
tonboro,  New  Durham,  New  Hampton, 


•  envelope  will  bring  you  one.  You  should  Newport,  North  Conway.  And  North  Ha- 
address  me  at  P.O.  Box  55,  West  Swan- 
zey,  N.H.  03469). 

Height  of  the  bird  box  from  the  ground 
varied  from  four  to  eight  feet.  Distance 
from  buildings  —  “From  side  of  house  to 
400  feet.” 

Mary  Stone  of  Swanzey  Center  said 
lhat  they  have  had  nesting  bluebirds  for 


verhill,  Peterborough,  Pike,  Sanl 
Shelburne,  Swanzey  Center,  Tei 
Claremont  and  W.  Rumney. 

★ 

We  certainly  thank  our  readers  who 
took  time  and  trouble  to  forward  their 
bluebird  nesting  reports  so  that  we  could 
continue  our  annual  survey. 


The  Bluebirds 

Story 


PEPPERELL-A  lecture  - 
slide  program,  sponsored 
by  the  Friends  of  the  Law¬ 
rence  Library,  will  be  held 
on  Friday,  April  24th,  at 
8:00  p.m.,  at  the  Lawrence 
Library. 

Lillian  Files,  an  ener¬ 
getic  and  well  informed 


bluebirds,  will  explain  why 
they  have  become  a  rare 
species,  how  to  prepare 
your  backyard  for  bluebird 
habitation  and  even  how  to 
build  special  houses  for 
bluebirds. 

If  you  have  any  interest 
in  our  fine  feathered 


— - ***  1. 1  iic  leameren 

speaker  on  the  subject  of  friends,  join  us  on  Friday.* 
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LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
Scribner  Hill 

TYNGSBORO.  MA  01879 

TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY  (617)692-2520 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


April  t6,  (981 
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Citiyenr9  Stamp  Adv  irony  Qommiltee 
Y 04taJL  Service  HtXld (111  QAjttAA 
Room  5536  -  L9£rfanl  Plaza 
d arhington,  D*  Q*  2002k 

gentlemens  P£:  Bluebird  QonAervatlon  Stamp 

Our  Sgngrboro  Bird  Society  together  with  the.  North  American  Blue¬ 
bird  Society,  would  very  much  like  the  Poet  Office  Department  to  conrider 
irruing  an  partem  Bluebird  rtamp * 

S here  beautiful  blrdr  -  Lory  A/nbolr  of  Love,  happinerr,  gentlenerr 
and  renewed  hope  -  have  declined  almoAt  90%  in  the  part  half-century* 

She  bluebird  carrier  the  rkg  on  Ha  back,  earth  on  Ha  breart  and  haA  a 
white  rtomach*  Str  uniform  1a  red,  white  and  blue  like  oua.  national 
coLoaa* 

HearA  ago  the  bluebird  war  oa  common  oa  the  robin*  S  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  have  had  them  come  to  mg  property  here  in  Sgngrboro 
for  over  28  gearA  which  1a  almoAt  unheard  of  in  Kiarrachurettr*  id  hen 
folkr  in  our  Atate  know  gou  have  blueblrdr,  they  11  drive  for  mileA  to 
Aee  them* 

She  Sgngrboro  Bird  Society  Atarted  a  "Save  the  Bluebird  Committee' 
in  / 980  and  put  up  jb2  boxer  to  Atari  a  bluebird  trail*  J hey  added  al¬ 
moAt  200  more  boxer  thin  gear  to  the  troll* 

Kindly  befriend  our  bluebird  and  conrider  making  a  bluebird  con- 
Aervatlon  rtamp*  Shank  gou* 

Very  truly  gourr, 


ill lan  Lund  Siler,  free*' 


Senator  Taut  SrongaA 
Senator  fdward  Kennedy 

William  uotger,  T o a tmarter  general 

Eastern 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 

Washington,  D  C.  20260 


May  4 ,  1981 


Dear  Ms.  Files: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  16,  suggesting  the 
issuance  of  a  stamp  commemorating  Eastern  Bluebirds. 

We  receive  many  hundreds  of  suggestions  for  stamp  subjects 
each  year,  but  only  a  few  can  be  selected  because  of  the 
limited  number  of  stamps  issued  annually.  The  difficult 
task  of  evaluating  all  the  proposals  is  carried  out  by  the 
Citizens'  Stamp  Advisory  Committee,  whose  members  are 
appointed  from  outside  the  Postal  Service. 

The  Committee  has  the  proposal  for  the  issuance  of  a 
Bluebird  stamp  on  its  agenda  for  consideration  at  its  next 
meeting.  I  have  requested  that  your  endorsement  be  added 
to  the  file  prepared  in  support  of  that  proposal. 

It  was  nice  hearing  from  someone  from  back  home. 


Sincerely 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 

Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts  01879 


liICnMcb  J&lcil e&  /Senate 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20510 


May  5,  1981 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Soc . 

Scribner  Hill  , 

Tyngsborough,  Massachusetts  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files: 

I  wanted  to  write  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  received  your 
recent  correspondence.  I  know  this  matter  is  of  concern  to  you, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  I  can  be  of  some  assistance. 

I  have  made  an  inquiry  at  the  appropriate  agency  and 
requested  that  your  correspondence  be  given  the  personal 
attention  and  consideration  it  merits.  In  order  to  expedite  this 
matter,  I  have  requested  the  agency  reply  directly  to  you. 

If  I  can  be  of  further  assistance,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
call  on  me. 

With  best  wishes. 


Sincerely , 


2400  John  F.  Kennedy  Federal.  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


02203 


JAMES  A,  MC  CUfRE,  IDAHO,  CHAIRMAN 


MARK  O.  HATFIELD,  OREG. 
LOWELL  p.  WEICKER,  JR.,  CONN. 
PETE  V.  DOMENICI,  N.  MEX. 
MALCOLM  WALLOP,  WYO. 


HENRY  M.  JACKSON,  WASH. 

J.  BENNETT  JOHNSTON,  LA. 

DALE  BUMPERS,  ARK. 

WENDELL  H.  FORD,  KY. 

HOWARD  M.  METZENBAUM,  OHIO 
SPARK  M.  MATSUNAGA,  HAWAII 
JOHN  MELCHER,  MONT. 

PAUL  E.  TSONGAS,  MASS. 

BILL  BRADLEY,  N.J. 


BWi  nickles,  OKLA. 
JOHN  P.  EAST,  N.C. 
JOHN  HEINZ,  PA. 


IN  W.  WARNER,  VA. 
jgON  J.  HUMPHREY,  N.H. 

(UK  H.  MURKOWSKI,  ALASKA 
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MICHAEL  D.  HATHAWAY,  STAFF  DIRECTOR 
CHARLES  A.  TRABANDT,  CHIEF  COUNSEL 
DANIEL  A.  DREYFUS.  STAFF  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  MINORITY 


COMMITTEE  ON 

ENERGY  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20510 


June  30,  1981 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
President,  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
Scribner  Hill 

Tyngsborough,  Massachusetts  01879 
Dear  Ms.  Files: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  supporting  a  Bluebird  Conservation  stamp. 

I  apologize  for  the  delay  in  my  response.  Unfortunately,  your  letter 
was  misplaced  and  has  just  reached  my  desk. 

I  share  your  concern  that  the  bluebird  and  so  much  of  our  bird 
population  is  declining.  As  you  may  know,  I  strongly  support 
legislation  to  protect  endangered  species  and  to  preserve  our  natural 
environment. 

I  have  sent  a  letter  of  support  for  this  commemorative  stamp  to 
Postmaster  Bolger.  I  will  contact  you  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  reply 
from  him. 

I  commend  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  for  its  work  in  putting  up 
boxes  for  a  bluebird  trail.  The  "Save  the  Bluebird  Committee"  has 
undertaken  an  important  project. 

Thank  you  for  writing  on  this  import  *  '1  issue. 


PAUL  E.  TSONGAS 
United  States  Senator 


PET/jat 
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UNITED  STATES  POSTAL  SERVICE 


475  L’ Enfant  Plaza,  SW 
Washington,  DC  20260 


MAY  0  8  1901 


Thank  you  for  sending  us  your  recent  suggestion  for  the  subject 
of  a  new  United  States  postal  issue. 

You  are  one  of  several  thousand  persons  who  suggest  stamp  sub¬ 
jects  each  year,  and  we  try  to  make  sure  that  each  understands 
how  our  subject  selection  process  works.  All  suggestions  are 
reviewed  by  the  Citizens'  Stamp  Advisory  Committee,  whose  members 
are  selected  by  the  Postmaster  General  according  to  their  spe¬ 
cialized  knowledge.  The  Committee  is  made  up  of  non-postal 
personnel  —  artists,  historians,  writers,  educators,  stamp 
collectors  and  a  representative  of  the  Treasury  Department's 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  where  most  U.  S.  issues  are 
manufactured.  The  Committee  selects,  for  an  average  year,  15 
subjects  to  be  developed  fully  and  presented  for  consideration 
to  the  Postmaster  General.  Because  of  the  time  required  to 
print  and  distribute  new  issues,  the  Committee  makes  its  recom¬ 
mendations  about  two  years  in  advance  of  the  proposed  date  of 
issuance.  The  Committee  has  completed  the  1981  program  and  is 
now  working  on  1982  and  1983. 

Your  proposal  is  being  placed  on  t;he  Committee's  agenda  and  it 
will  receive  serious  consideration  at  a  forthcoming  meeting. 

It  is  not  unusual  that  stamps  suggested  for  a  specific  year  will 
be  considered  for  programs  the  Committee  is  developing  for  later 
years.  Because  we  have  many  thousands  of  active  proposals  on 
hand,  we  are  unable  to  advise  proponents  of  stamp  subjects  about 
changes  in  their  status.  We  depend  upon  the  persons  and  the 
organizations  who  propose  new  issues  to  inquire  periodically 
about  them.  Please  address  written  inquiries  to  the  Citizens' 
Stamp  Advisory  Committee,  in  care  of  the  Stamps  Division,  U.  S. 
Postal  Service,  Washington,  D.  C.  20260.  If  you  wish  to  tele¬ 
phone  us  instead,  you  may  direct  such  calls  to  Jack  Williams, 
Dickey  Rustin,  Fran  Feldman  or  Ann  Mills,  all  at  (202)  245-4951. 

Our  stamp  and  postal  stationery  program  can  be  no  better  than 
the  suggestions  we  receive  for  new  issues.  Please  accept  our 
thanks  for  sharing  your  idea  with  us. 


Sincerely 


Dickey  BA  Rustin 

Philatelic  Programs  Specialist 

Stamps  Division 


23  Bishops  Lane 
Lynnfield,  Mass.  019^0 
May  5,  1981 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  0l8?9 
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Dear  Mrs.  Files: 

I  have  finished  the  process  of  building  30  bluebird 
nesting  boxes,  with  a  few  to  come.  I  have  distributed 
them  in  the  following  manner:  12  each  on  two  golf  courses 
and  the  rest  in  private  yatds. 

I  am  planning  to  check  them  this  week  again,  but 
as  of  now  there  are  no  signs  of  birds  yet. 

Enclosed  is  a  picture  of  the  boxes  being  put  up 
along-  the  woods  line  near  a  golf  green  at  the  Sagamore 
Golf  course,  Lynnfield. 

I  will  send  more  pictures  and  information  as  I 
receive  further  results.  Again,  thank  you  for  your  help. 


f 


m 


V 


STAMP 


'** 


Lillian  lileA 
Scjiibneji  h  ill 

J yng.&bonO)  ftlaAA,  01 S79 


3  ynyAboAO  Bind  Society A  Annual  ftieetiny  -  Listile.fLic.ixi  LibAOAjy 

Wednesday  -  ftiay  27th  at  ?i  30  f.  A 

Sue  At  SpeakeA  -  Rev,  Raymond.  ftAybiA 
Slide  'pAoyAam  -  "StndjL  of..  f huAchiU U 

Rev,  7  Ajyb  in  a  lony-time  Aenid.ent  of  W aAh.in.ot.on,  a,f,  Aecently  moved 
to  Louje.lt,  While  in  0,  f,  he  wan  f oAAeApondiny  Secnetany  foA  the 
1  onth  Ame/iieon  bluebind  Society,  he  haA  yone  on.  many  extennu/e 
bind  tnipn  thsjou.Cjhout  the  ux> Aid  and  haA  the  diAtinction  of  haviny 
one  of  the  tonye/t  bind  liAtA  in  the  counlnu , 

bninp.  a  fjiiend  ,  RefAeAhmeniA 

******* 

Local  ft\ay  Bindwalh  led  by  bill  &  (hay  Hannin  -  Sat,  flay  23  -  8:00  A,  ft}. 


y.  weatheA  pejxmiitiny , 


ft'ieet  at  the.  fallA  of  Uppem  Lake  ftlaAAapoag. 

C/Aoup  will  end  u.p  at  Lit  JjjteA1  field  to  Aee  a  pain  of  nentiny 
BluieblndA, 


Lit  Jilen,  Raca,  672-2320 


foyce.  ftlaAinet,  JneaA,  231 -S060 
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TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
I  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
May  27  at  the  Littlefield  Library. 
Lil  Files,  President,  presented  the 
gavel  to  Joyce  Marinel, 
Tyngsboro,  the  incoming  President 
|  for  1981-1982.  Other  officers  are 
I  Dick  Marinel,  Tyngsboro, 

|  Treasurer  and-  Mike  Potsaid, 

|  Chelmsford,  Secretary. 

Lil  mentioned  that  the  club  had 
I  very  interesting  programs 

throughout  the  year,  and  many 
good  birdwalks.  She  thanked  May 
and  Bill  Harris  of  Chelmsford  for 
being  very  good  informative 
leaders  on  all  the  birdwalks  and  for 
a  couple  of  nice  programs  they 
gave ;  Phyllis  Huff  for  a  couple  of 
very  entertaining  programs 

usually  followed  up  by  her  bird 
calls  which  everyone  enjoys  so 
much;  Dick  and  Joyce  Marinel  for 
having  workshops  at  their  place 
making  bluebird  boxes.  The  main 
goal  of  the  club  has  been 
establishing  a  Bluebird  Trail.  Last 
year  the  “Save  the  Bluebird 
Committee”  made  up  342  boxes 
I  and  they  added  60  more  this  spring. 
[Through  many  bluebird  slide 
I  programs  212  more  boxes  were 
added  by  folks  making  up  boxes  in 
other  organizations  or  in¬ 
dividually.  Lil  had  three  bluebird 
nestlings  fledge  the  day  of  the 
meeting  and  the  same  pair  are 
I  renesting  right  now. 

The  May  birdwalk  was  led  by 
[Bill  and  May  Harris  at  Upper  Lake 
iMassapoag  and  the  group  finally 
[did  see  more  warblers!  They 
(seemed  late  in  coming  this  year. 
I  Rev.  Ray  Prybis  joined  our  group 
land  we  all  enjoyed  his  expertise  in 
Jbirding.  Rev.  Prybis  has  been  an 
enthusiastic  birder  throughout  the 
country.  His  bird  list  is  594.  He  was 
our  guest  speaker  for  the  evening 
and  gave  us  an  excellent  slide 
[program  called  “Birds  of  Chur- 
1  chill.”  Refreshments  were  served. 
New  Members  Welcome 
Starting  in'!  p^ember  the  club 
[will  be  holding  their  meetings  on 
[the  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
[Anyone  is  welcome  to  join  our 
[group  or  just  come  as  a  friend  to 
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TGBO-THE  “SAVE  THE  BLUEBIRD  COMMITTEE”  Lil  Files,  (left) 
President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  and  a  member  of  the 
“Friends  of  the  Alcotts”  presenting  a  bluebird  box  to  Jayne  Gordon, 
(right)  curator  of  the  Orchard  House  in  Concord-Home  of  Louisa  May 
Alcott.  Box  was  put  up  on  an  old  apple  tree  beside  this  famous  house 
hopefully  waiting  for  a  bluebird  tenant. 

our  meetings  or  walks.  If  in-  formation  phone  692-2520  or  251- 
terested  and  would  like  more  in-  8060. 
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TGBO-MONITORING  NESTING  BOXES  for  bluebirds,  made  and  put|| 
up  by  members  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  is  Society  President  Lil  I 
Files  as  she  makes  the  rounds  on  her  Bluebird  Trail.  The  Annual; 
Meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  on  May  27  with  Rev. : 
Raymond  Prybis,  enthusiastic  birder  and  former  North  America 
Bluebird  Society  official,  as  speaker.  Illustrated  by  slides  of  a  famous ; 
bird  sanctuary  in  Canada,  the  meeting  is  open  to  all  and  will  be  held  at 
the  Littlefield  Library,  Tyngsboro.  A  Bird  Walk,  also  open  to  all,  will 
be  held  on  May  23  from  the  falls  of  Upper  Lake  Massapoag,  weather 
permitting,  at  8  a.m.  Bill  and  May  Harris  will  be  the  leaders.  For 
further  information:  692-2520  or  251-8060. 


THE  VERRY  END 
Lonng  A  Verry  Prop. 

17  Nursery  St. 
WHITMAN,  MASS.  02382 
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Loring  Arthur  Verry,  born  in  the 
small  New  England  town  of 
Weymouth,  Mass.,  has  been  a 
craftsman  and  wood-carver  all  his 
life. 

He  started  the  fascinating  art  of 
hand-carving  several  years  ago,  and 
all  of  the  fine  detail  work  is  hand 
done.  Each  bird  is  hand-carved  and 


feathers  are  intricately  hand  painted 
and  every  bird  has  its  own  individual 
characterization. 

He  has  won  ribbons  on  his  birds, 
therefore  indicating  they  are  truly  a 
work  of  art.  Each  piece  coming  from 
his  studio  bears  the  name  Loring  and 
is  numbered,  which  makes  them 
truly  a  collector’s  item. 
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4,  Mercury  Drive 
Londonderry;,  NH  03053 
7  June  1981  , 


Dear  Lillian, 


I  have  a  feeling  the  club  didn't  extend  thanks  sipee  so  few  pf  us 
visited  you,  but  I  do  want  to  tell  you  how  much  the.  four  of  us 
enjoye  our  visit  to  your  lovely  home  and  very  handsome  grounds. 
We  enjoyed  meeting  the  small  local  residents,  too!  All  of  the  1 
giris  have  commented  tp  me  several  times  how  much  they  enjoyed 
the  visi;t,  so  thank  you  very  much. 

{  v  .  *  „  •  v  4  1 

Personally,  I  have  been  meaning  to  write  to  you  for  over  a  week. 

k  iT^hat  S°me  °f  °Ur  houses  are  not  located  properly  and 
should  be  moved.  I  also  realize^  that  when  the  leaves  are  on  is 

the  best  time,  not  in  the  winter,  because  all  the  "little  stuff" 
such  as  viburnums,  etc.,  come  up  and  completely  conceal  the  box. 
found  one  nest  box  almosf  completely  covered  with  greenery  and 
t  was  even  back  a  bit  from  the  mowed  edge  of  the  golf  course  - 
A”wnor°rld  believe,  there  was  a  tree  swallow  nesting  in  it!! 

T  l  WTUld  exPected>  but  not  a  tree  swallow.  Anyway,  ' 

thought  I  would  ask  if  you  ever  had  a  spare  morning  to  run  up 
ere,  perhaps  you  could  take  the  -tour  of  our  trail  and  give  me 
some  good  advice.  I  know  that  by  trial  and  error  I  can  work  it 
out,  but  that  isn't' to  the  bird's  advantage. 

i  "  x-— ",  '  '  —  «S 

I  would  also  appreciate  some  advice  on  making  a  blind  since  I  do 
a  bit  ,of  photography  and  think  that  the  blind  idea  is  probably 

a  rouer^  T l  Passeri»e  .^ecies .  Perhaps  you  could  give  me  , 
a  rough  idea  -of  how  to  go  about  it  .  ,  * 

*  '  '  V  ^  '  ■  I*  ■ 

\  /  A  r 

We  visited  -the  bluebirds  after  Sunday  school  this  morning  and 'they 

getting  bluer  by  the 

day.  I  am  sure  it  is  just  about  time  for  them  to  leave.  I  hope 
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they  nest  again.  Both  parents  have  been  around  every  day  but 
today  when  I  missed  the  father,  but  we  didn’t  stay  lopg. 

'*  '  *  ,  '  '  •  y 

•  •;  ..  '  x.  1  -  -  '  i  '  .  ’ 

Once  again,  thank  you  so  much  f6r  your  kind  hospitality  and 
wonde'rful  tour  "of  your  beautiful  grounds.  We  enjoyed  it  yery  \  : 
much.'  1  ' 


i -  ' 
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Speaker 

LUNENBURG  4  Lillian, 
Files  of  Tewksbury  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  Covenant 
Women’s  Guild  meeting  on 
Tuesday  at  the  Pilgrim 
Covenant  Church.  She  will 
speak  and  show1  slides  about  ,t 
bluebirds.  “This  beautiful  ' 
little  feathered  friend  is! 
making  a  remarkable 
comeback  due  to  efforts  of  ~ 
various  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals,’’  says  Files.  Her  - 
topic  will  include  making  ; 
bluebird  trails,  bluebird 
nesting  boxes  and  the  con¬ 
servation  efforts  for  the* 
comeback  of  the  bluebird. 

Files  belongs  to  the- 
Massachusetts  Audulon 
Society,  the  Tewskbury  Bird 
Club  and  the  North  American  . , 
Bluebird  Society. 

The  talk  will  begin  at  7:30* 
p.m.  Anyone  is  welcome  to  ' 
attend.  Admission  is  free  and 
refreshments  will  be  served. 


jf^iiarim  (Covenant  (^liurch 


BEAL  STREET  and  CHASE  ROAD 
LUNENBURG,  MASSACHUSETTS  01462 
Telephone:  617  582-7777 


Rev.  JOHN  E.  SANDBERG,  Pastor 

Telephone i  617  502-601 0 


June  5,  1981 
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North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Box  6299 

Silver  Spring,  Maryland  20909 
Dear  Society: 

On  May  19th,  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tynsboro,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  shared  your  bluebird  slide/talk  with  our 
women’s  guild.  In  addition,  she  showed  personal 
slides  and  experiences  of  "her  bluebirds”  on  Scrib¬ 
ner  Hill,  her  home. 

She  took  time  to  encourage  us  to  write  to  our  legis¬ 
lators  and  request  a  U.S.  stamp  honoring  the  bluebird 
and  read  her  communications  about  same. 

What  enthusiasm,  what  knowledge,  what  charm!  Mrs. 
Files  and  her  presentation  were  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  follow-up  calls  reflect¬ 
ing  this  positive  response. 

Very  truly  your;; , 


'  /  WT 


?A./ 


/  ( 


Lisa  Hays ,  Program 
Chairman 
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Mrs.  Lewis  A.  Vincent 
P.  O.  Box  9 

New  London,  NH  03257 


NAS HOB A  VALLEY  BIRD  CLUB 
FALL  SCHEDULE  1981-82 


MEETING 


Friday,  October  23,  7:30  -  refreshments 

8:00  -  meeting 

At  the  Littleton  Congregational  Church,  Littleton, 
Rtes .  2A  and  110,  near  the  Littleton  Library 


on 


Speaker : 


Lillian  Files,  director  of  the  New  England 
Bluebird  Society,  will  speak  about  the  blue¬ 
bird's  dilemma.  Lillian,  who  has  had  blue¬ 
birds  on  her  property  for  thirty  years,  will 
show  slides  and  share  her  expertise  on  this 
interesting  subject. 
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The  following  persons  have  been  nominated  to  offices  being  vacated 
by  incumbents: 


For  President 

JEANNE  WHITAKER  PRICE,  bom  and  raised  in  Baltimore,  MD.  She  married 
Walter  W.  Price  of  Snow  Hill,  MD  in  1945*  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  grown  sons.  In  accompanying  her  husband  at  the  various 
assignments  he  had  with  the  U  S  Navy,  she  has  lived  in  many 
distant  places  from  Pearl  Harbor  to  London,  England.  Mrs  Price 
studied  interior  decorating  before  marriage,  and  has  worked  in 
historical  tour  guiding  and  lecturing  in  the  historical  homes 
*  and  natural  history  fields.  The  Prices  moved  to  Gunston  Hall 

Plantation,  where  Mr  Price  is  now  the  Director  of  this  historic 
home  of  George  Mason,  Patriot.  Mrs  Price  has  established  a  pro¬ 
ductive  bluebird  trail  at  Gunston  Hall,  and  has  had  her  nature 
writing  published  in  Virginia  Wildlife. 


Nominees  for  all  other  positions  are  the  current  incumbents, 
as  follows:  9 


Vice  President 
William  R  Stott,  Jr. 

Treasurer 
Delos  C  Dupree 


Recording  Secretary 

Anne  Sturm 


Corresponding  Secretary 

Mark  Raabe 


For  two-year  terms  as  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 


ANGELINE  CROMACK,  PhD,  was  bom  in  Hawaii,  is  married  to  Kermit 

Cromack,  a  forest  ecologist  with  Oregon  State  University.  Thy 
live  in  Corvallis,  Oregon  and  are  the  parents  of  two  young  s  ns. 
Her  research  work  at  schools  of  veterinary  medicine  resulted  in 
publications  on  animal  viruses  including  those  of  chickens  an 
turkeys.  She  has  observed  the  nesting  and  feeding  habits  of 
Western  Bluebirds  on  a  trail  she  has  maintained  for  4  years,  .and 
also  in  her  backyard. 


LILLIAN  LUND  FILES  of  Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  is  married  and  has  one  grown 
son.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
and  is  President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  1980-1981.  She 
has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  30  years, 
even  though  they  are  rare  in  Massachusetts.  She  has  written  blue¬ 
bird  articles  for  local  newspapers  and  for  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Newsletter.  She  has  given  17  bluebird  slide  programs  to 
groups  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  gave  a  very  lively 
presentation  at  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  in  Gunston  Hall  in  1980. 


GERALD  L  HARTLEY  was  born  in  Batesburg,  South  Carolina  and  now  lives 
in  New  Brockton,  Alabama.  He  is  married  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Iris,  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  ages  20,  18,  and  13. 

He  retired  from  an  Army  career  in  1976  during  which  he  advanoed 
through  rank  to  Chief  Warrant  Officer,  Third  Class.  He  attended 
Enterprise  Jr  College  in  Enterprise,  AL,  and  took  an  A. A.  degree 
in  business.  Currently  Mr.  Hartley  is  employed  as  an  Instructor 
with  the  JROTC  Department  of  Enterprise  (AL)  High  School.  He 
becamfe  interested  in  bluebird  conservation  after  reading  Lawrence 
Zeleny*s  article  on  bluebirds  in  the  June  *77  issue  of  National 
Geographic  Magazine.  Since  then,  Mr.  Hartley  has  made  and  dis¬ 
tributed  bluebird  nestboxes  throughout  his  community  to  persons 
who  agreed  to  monitor  them.  He  has  also  obtained  TV  coverage  of 
the  bluebird *s  plight  near  a  Dothan,  AL,  station  which  reaches 
parts  of  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Florida. 


GEORGE  ANDREW  HURST  was  born,  in  Sussex,  New  Jersey.  He  is  married 
to  Elizabeth  Nesom  Hurst,  and  they  have  two  young  children. 
Educated  in  New  Jersey,  he  obtained  his  college  and  master* s 
degrees  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  and  his  PhD  from 
Mississippi  State  University  in  Zoology  (Uildlife  Management) . 

He  has  taught  at  the  college  level  in  North  Carolina,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  Mississippi  State  University.  He  has  also  worked  as 
a  biologist  with  U  S  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Curator  - 
Vertebrate  Museum,  North  Carolina  State  University,  and  other 
related  fields.  He  is  now  Professor,  Department  of  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries,  Mississippi  State  University.  Among  his  other 
published  work,  he  has  researched  "Production  by  bluebirds  and 
other  cavity-nesters  in  nesting  boxes  on  young  pine  plantations,” 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Weyerhaeuser  Company.  See  Sialia, 
Volume  1,  No.  2,  pages  46-51# 

DON  STILES  was  born  and  raised  on  a  farm  north  of  Calgary,  Alberta, Canada. 

He  was  trained  in  physics  and  works  as  a  geophycist  with  Texaco. 
He  became  interested  in  Natural  History  through  a  course  in  bird¬ 
watching  and  identification  in  1973#  This  led  to  an  interest  in 
bluebirds  and  he  and  his  two  young  sons  assisted  in  monitoring 
a  bluebird  trail  near  their  home.  He  then  took  over  coordinating 
monitors  of  extensive  bluebird  trails  in  the  Calgary  area. 


JOSEPH  G  TAIT  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Washington  DC  area.  He 
is  married  to  Pearl  Tait  and  has  three  young  children.  He 
was  educated  in  public  schools,  and  upon  high  school  gradua¬ 
tion  he  served  in  the  U  S  Navy  on  a  destroyer  for  2j  years. 

He  is  currently  employed  as  a  firefighter  for  the  Washington 
DC  Fire  Department.  With  his  twin  brother,  Thomas  M.  Tait 
(currently  serving  his  first  year  on  the  NABS  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors)  he  monitors  and  keeps  accurate  records  on  181  nest  boxes 
located  on  golf  course  bluebird  trails  spanning  Montgomery  and 
’  Prince  George* s  Counties  (MD) .  Joe  and  Tom  Tait  have  also 
assisted  NABS  Executive  Director  Mary  Janetatos  with  many 
different  jobs  at  the  central  office. 
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Bluebirds  find  happiness  in 


By  GORDON  B.  SEAVEY 
Sun  Correspondent 

(Editor’s  note:  On  Sunday, 
Sept.  20,  Tyngsboro  resident  Lil¬ 
lian  Lund  Files  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  will 
lecture  on  bluebirds  at  7:30  p.m., 
in  the  School  of  Philosophy,  lo¬ 
cated  behind  the  Alcott  family’s 
Orchard  House,  Lexington  Road, 
Concord.) 

TYNGSBORO  -  The  bluebird 
is  one  of  the  best-loved  of  all  our 
songbirds,  but  few  get  to  see  one. 
Its  bright  colors  and  "song  of 
happiness”  bring  joy  to  all  who  see 
and  watch  the  antics  of  this  small 
creature  of  the  field  and  sky.  But 
they  are  scarce. 

No  wonder  the  naturalist  Hen¬ 
ry  David  Thoreau  wrote  180  years 
ago  that  it  "carries  the  sky  on  its 
back  and  the  earth  on  its  breast.” 

The  song  of  the  bluebird  is  a 
delicate  purling  warble  which 
seems  to  say,  "Dear,  dear.  Think 
of  it,  think  of  it.”  They  are  consi¬ 
dered  the  first  sign  of  spring  when 
they  arrive  and  are  a  symbol  of 
love,  hope  and  happiness. 

Young  people  perhaps  have 
never  seen  a  bluebird,  once  so 
common  50  years  ago.  Now,  even 
avid  birdwatchers  rarely  get  a 
glimpse  of  this  cheerful  feathered 
friend  in  these  parts  any  more. 

Its  nesting  place  in  the  past 
have  been  mostly  in  hollows  in  ap¬ 
ple  trees;  most  of  the  orchards  are 
now  gone.  Pesticides  have  reduced 
the  population,  it  is  believed. 

These  birds  have  a  gentle  dis¬ 
position  and  are  not  fighters.  Re¬ 
lated  to  the  robin,  but  only  seven 


Bluebird  lovers 


British  naturalist  William  Condry 
and  Mrs.  Lillian  Files  stand  beside 
a  bluebird  nesting  box  on  Scribner 

inches  long  including  tail  feath¬ 
ers,  they  are  too  timid  to  fight  off 
competition  from  sparrows, 
wrens,  and  starlings  as  they  com¬ 
pete  for  nesting  space  in  the  early 
spring. 

At  Windswept,  a  delightful' 
home  atop  Scribner  Hill  near  the 
Westford-Tyngsboro  line,  there 
lives  an  energetic  lady  who  is  a 
dedicated  devotee  of  the  bluebird. 
She  is  Mrs.  Lillian  Files,  but  pre¬ 
fers  to  be  called  just  Lil.  She  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  life  and  habits  of 


Hill,  near  the  Westford-Tyngs 
line. 


these  winged  beauties. 

In  the  winter,  she  makes 
dimensionally  correct  boxes  for 
her  friends.  The  entrance  hole 
must  be  exactly  one  and  one- 
inches  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
unwanted  competitors,  mostly 
starlings  and  house  sparrows. 

Unusual  in  these  days,  she  has 
successfully  "raised”  bluebirds 
the  past  three  decades.  Some 
years  are  bonus  ones,  others  bad. 
This  summer,  two  pairs  have 
nested  in  her  yard,  producing  14 


il  Files'  Tyngsboro  yard 


The  song  of  the 
bluebird  is  a  deli¬ 
cate  purling  war¬ 
ble  which  seems  to 
say,  "Dear,  dear. 
Think  of  it,  think  of 
it.”  They  are  consi¬ 
dered  the  first  sign 
of  spring  when 
they  arrive  and  are 
a  symbol  of  love, 
hope  and  happi- 
ness. _ ___ 

youngsters.  One  pair  had  a  clutch, 
of  five,  then  four;  the  second,  a 
family  of  five. 

This  summer,  William  Condry  of 
Wales,  a  distinguished  naturalist 
in  Great  Britain,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  annual  Thoreau  Society’s 
conference  in  Concord.  He  has  long 
been  active  in  the  international  na¬ 
ture  conservation  movement  in  his 
country  as  a  writer,  broadcaster 
and  lecturer  on  wild  animals,  fos¬ 
sils,  birds  and  plants.  He  is  warden 
of  a  nature  reserve  owned  by  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Birds  in  Wales. 

Before  coming  to  this  country,  he 
had  made  a  list  of  birds  he  had 
hoped  to  see  in  the  Bay  State.  Top¬ 
ping  the  list  was  the  bluebird,  but 
he  was  told  before  leaving  that  he’d 
never  find  one  in  Massachusetts. 

During  his  10-day  visit  to  this 
state,  he  "birded”  at  some  of  the 
area’s  best  sanctuaries.  As  had  his 
long-time  mentor,  Thoreau,  canoed 
the  Concord  River,  Condry  did  but  a 
century  later. 

,  Lil  Files  said,  "Bluebird  is  a 
magic  word  in  this  area  and  word 


gets  around  fast  when  you  have  any 
in  your  region.”  At  that  time,  her 
two  pairs  and  their  young  were  very 
active. 

A  fellow  Thoreauvian,  knowing 
of  Condry’s  ambition,  brought  him 
to  Westford.  En  route  he  reported  to 
his  guide  that  he  felt  like  he  was  in 
"search  of  the  Holy  Grail!” 

When  the  couple  arrived,  Mrs. 
Files  explained,  "we  all  took  a  walk 
into  the  field  next  to  our  home.  We 
stopped  near  one  of  the  boxes  hold¬ 
ing  a  young  family  -  and  we  were 
soon  rewarded.  A  male  bird  landed 
on  top  of  the  box,  a  grasshopper  in 
his  beak  for  one  of  the  nestlings. 

"At  this  moment,  with  binocu¬ 
lars  still  up,  this  reserved  man  from 
Wales  got  so  excited  he  took  me  by 
surprise  by  giving  me  a  big  hug. 
Imagine  what  the  sight  of  a 
bluebird  can  do  for  some  people.” 

"I  got  my  bloody  bluebird  after 
all,”  the  visitor  blurted. 

From  Windswept  there  is  a  most 
rewarding  panoramic  view  of  the 
foothills  of  New  Hampshire.  Motor¬ 
ists  along  the  country  road  often 
stop  to  get  a  glimpse  of  Mt.  Monad- 
nock  in  the  Peterborough- Jaffrey 
area  some  35  miles  to  the  west,  as 
well  as  lesser  elevations  in  the  Hol¬ 
lis  range. 

During  tea,  they  discussed  these 
hills  and  Condry  reminded  his  hos¬ 
tess  that  not  only  Thoreau,  but 
Emerson  had  scaled  them  on  sever¬ 
al  occasions.  "Seeing  the  bluebirds 
and  Mt.  Monadnock  made  my  day,” 
he  commented. 

Before  leaving,  he  autographed 
his  latest  book,  "Pathway  to  the 
Wild,”  as  follows:  "To  Lil  Files,  for 
bringing  back  the  bluebirds,  with 
best  wishes  -  and  thank  you  for  an 
unforgettable  bluebird  experi¬ 
ence.” 

Mrs.  Files  manages  the  office  of 
her  husband’s  road  machinery 


equipment  company  in  East  Acton. 
Nevertheless,  she  had  found  time  to 
organize  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  is  a  director  for  New  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society. 

Her  group  in  Tyngsboro,  with 
several  Westford  participants,  have 
placed  540  boxes  designed  for 
bluebirds  in  this  area.  She  purch¬ 
ased  a  moped  so  that  she  could 
observe  many  of  these  from  time  to 
time  during  the  season. 

When  you  observe  Lil  stopping 
along  the  roadside  or  in  a  field, 
pause  for  a  moment.  You,  too,  may 
see  a  flash  of  blue  and  hear  a  sweet 
song.  Look  closer.  If  the  object  has 
feathers  on  its  back,  head,  wings 
and  tail  of  a  bright,  clear  shade  of 
blue;  if  its  breast  is  a  bright  chest- 
nut-brown  and  its  belly  grey- white, 
you  behold  a  rarity  -  a  NortlJ 
American  bluebird  in  Mas-1 
sachusetts. 

A  rarity,  true,  but  not  extinct  -I 
expecially  if  Lil  Files  has  her  way  J 

Unusual  in  these  I 
days,  she  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  "raised"  I 
bluebirds  the  past  I 
three  decades. 
Some  years  are 
bonus  ones,  others  I 
bad.  This  summer,  I 
two  pairs  have  I 
nested  in  her  yard,  I 
producing  14 
youngsters.  One 
pair  had  a  clutch 
of  five,  then  four; 
the  second,  a  fami¬ 
ly  of  five. 


ildlife  Slide  Show  At 
I  Bird  Society  Meeting 


TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  met  at  the  Jr.-Sr.  High 
School  on  September  16  with  about 
fifty  people  from  the 
Tyngsborough,  Dunstable, 
Chelmsford  and  Westford  area  in 
attendance.  The  scheduled  guest 
speaker,  Ralph  Kylloe  of  Lincoln, 
and  his  live  Peregrine  Falcon 
were,  unfortunately,  unable  to 
attend  due  to  an  unforeseen  traffic 
jam  in  the  Worcester  area.  Mr. 
Kylloe’s  partner,  a  veterinarian, 
was  also  unable  to  attend  as  he  was 
“babysitting”  the  newborn  giraffe 
at  the  Walter  D.  Stone  Zoo  in 
Stoneham.  Mr.  Kylloe  and  his 
falcon  will  be  rescheduled  for  the 
February  meeting  of  the  Bird 
Society. 

Joyce  Marinel  saved  the  evening 
with  her  National  Wild-life 
Federation  slide  show.  The  slide 
show  was  put  together  by  the 
Federation  in  1980  for  National 
Wildlife  Week.  The  importance  of 
and  ways  to  preserve  or  create 
wildlife  habitat  was  the  subject  of 
this  interesting  slide  show. 

Following  the  slide  show  several 
individuals  at  the  meeting  shared 
some  recent  experiences  con¬ 
cerning  birding.  Mr.  Donald 
Kennedy  of  Dunstable  asked  if 
anyone  had  barn  owls  in  their 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Kennedy  is 
lucky  enough  to  have  one  in  his 
area.  As  is  usually  the  case  with 
owls,  the  barn  owls  is  heard  and 
not  seen.  The  barn  owl  sounds  like 
a  child  screaming.  Mr.  Kennedy 
went  on  to  explain  one  of  his 
neighbors  upon  hearing  the  owl’s 
cry  late  at  night  was  alarmed 
enough  to  call  the  police  cruiser  to 
the  neighborhood  to  investigate! 

Mrs.  Lillian  Files  told  of  the 
reserved  visitor  from  Wales  who 
picked  her  up  and  swung  her 
around  when  he  viewed  her  famous 
bluebirds.  He  had  left  Wales  for 
Massachusetts,  hoping  to  see 
several  birds,  but  bluebirds  were 
on  the  top  of  his  list.  Friends  back 


home  had  told  him  he  would  never 
see  bluebirds  in  Massachusetts. 
How  fortunate  Tyngsborough  is  to 
have  Mrs.  Files  bluebirds  to  prove 
them  wrong! 

The  Bird  Society  will  be  pur¬ 
chasing  birdseed  again  this  year. 


Members  are  asked  to  notify  Joyce  | 
Marinel  if  interested  in  purchasing 
seed  through  the  society. 

Next  meeting  Oct.  21 
The  next  meeting  of  the  I 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  be 
October  21  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  on  Middlesex  Road  in 
Tyngsborough.  Bill  Harris  of 
Chelmsford  will  present  “Journey  | 
Into  Another  Realm  of  Nature”. 
For  further  information  call  Joyce  I 
Marinel  (251-8060)  or  Lillian  Files  | 
(692-2520). 
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TGBO-HOLDING  A  BABY  BLUEBIRD  in  her  hands  is  the  president  of 
the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  Lillian  Lund  Files.  The  Society  has 
worked  valiantly  to  bring  bluebirds  back  to  this  region  and  members 
are  delighted  that  two  pairs  set  up  housekeeping  in  nesting  boxes  | 
made  and  placed  by  the  organization.  (Photo  by  Jean  Sougnez) 


Sunflower  Seed 
.Sale  By 
Bird  Society 

TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
I  Society  is  sponsoring  a  “Sunflower 
|  Seed  Sale.” 

Order  your  winter’s  supply  of 


shall  be:  1.' affordable  prices,  2. 
Hours  of  enjoyment  from  nature,  3. 
The  satisfaction  of  knowing  you 
helped  to  send  a  young  person  to 
the  Mass.  Conservation  Camp,  in  | 
Spencer,  next  summer. 

For  further  information  on  the 
sale  of  seeds  please  call  692-2520  or 
251-8060. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Society 
is  Oct.  21  at  7:30  p.m.,  Littlefield 


seed  early,  and  the  rewards  to  you  Library,  Tyngsborough. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 
Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDAR  of  PROGRAMS  for  1981-1982 


September  16,  1981  -  Tyngsborough  Jr, Sr,  High  School  at  7t30  P.M, 

"PEREGRINE  FALCON"  by  Ralph  Kylloe  of  Lincoln.  His  companion  will  be  a  real  live 
peregrine  falcon. 

October  21,  1981  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7*30  P.M, 

"J  OURNEY  into  ANOTHER  REALM  of  NATURE"  by  Bill  Harris  of  Chelmsford. 

November  18,  19B1  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7*30  P.M. 

"LOCAL  WANDERINGS'  by  Mark  Wilson  of  Tewksbury 
December  -  No  meeting. 

January  20,  1982  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7:30  P.M, 

POT-PCUrri  NIGHT  -  Everyone  is  asked  to  bring  some  slides,  pictures,  etc,  to  sha: 
with  the  club,  This  is  a  repeat  of  a  very  successful  evening  last  year. 

February  17.  1982  -  Program  to  be  announced. 

March  17,  1982  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7:30  P.M, 

"BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS"  by  Lil  Files  of  Tyngsborough 

April  21,  1982  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7:30  P.M,  " 

"SPRING  HAWK  MIGRATION  in  MASSACHUSETTS"  by  Paul  Roberts  of  Medford 

Kay  19,  1982  -  Littlefield  Library  at  7*30  P.M, 

ANNUAL  MEETING  -  Election  of  new  officers, 

"WILDFLOWERS  of  TYNGSB0R0  &  LOCAL  AREAS"  by  Blanche  Clarke  of  Tyngsboro 
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MEMEERSHIF*  $2.00  per  year  (May  to  May),  This  includes  a  whole  family. 

For  further  information  on  the  above  and  other  club  activities  contact! 


Joyce  Marinel  -  251-8060 
Lil  Files  -  692-2520 


Eastern 

Bluebird  Conservation 


Program  On 
Bluebirds  Oet.  14 
I  At  Roudenbush 

WSFD-On  Wednesday,  October 
14,  at  7:30  p.m.,  the  Roudenbush 
Community  Center  in  Westford  is 
offering  a  slide  lecture  program 
called  “Where  Have  All  The 
Bluebirds  Gone.”  Lil  Files,  well- 
known  director  in  the  New  England 
area  for  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
will  explain  the  plight  of  the 
bluebird  and  why  we  are  not 
getting  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  the 
company.  Along  with  the  slides 
from  the  Society,  Lil  will  also  show 
her  own  slides  showing  what  is 
being  done  locally  and  how  you  can 
bring  bluebirds  to  your  yard. 
Nesting  box  designs  will  be  shown, 
questions  answered,  and  bluebird 
brochures  will  be  available. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register  by  mail,  call  the  Center  at 
692-3311,  Monday  through  Friday, 
Jjetween  9  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 


“Bring  Back  The 
Bluebirds”  At 

« 

Concord  Sept.  20 

A  century  ago  the  range  ot  the 
three  species  of  North  American 
bluebirds  extended  to  nearly  every 
part  of  the  continent. 

Over  the  past  half  century, 
bluebird  populations  have  declined 
severely.  Today,  for  the  majority 
of  people,  the  bluebird  exists  only 
as  a  colorful  adornment  for 
greeting  cards,  the  symbol  of  hope 
and  happiness.  The  bluebirds’ 
population  decline  is  ominous. 
Unless  we  can  do  something  to 
alter  it,  the  bluebird  will  become 
even  more  rare.  Future 
generations  may  never  tnrill  to  the 
plaintive  sound  of  one  of  nature's 
most  appealing  creatures. 

On  Sunday,  September  20  at  7:30, 
Lillian  Lund  Files  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  will 
speak  in  Concord  on  specific  ways 
in  which  we  can  all  help  to  reverse 
the  tragic  trend  towards  extinction 
of  the  bluebird.  Her  program 
“Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds”  will  be 
presented  in  the  School  of 
Philosophy  building  behind  the 
Alcott  family’s  Orchard  House  on 
Lexington  Road. 

Admission  is  $2.  for  adults  and 
$1.  for  children  under  13.  This 
money  will  be  contributed  to  the 
fund  for  the  restoration  of  Orchard 
House.  For  further  information  on 
the  program  or  Orchard  House, 
call  369-4118. 


Lil  Files 


Lil  Files  talks  about  bluebirds 


On  Wednesday,  October  14, 
at  7:30  p.m.,  the  Roudenbush 
Community  Center  in  Westford 
is  offering  a  slide,  lecture  pro¬ 
gram  called  “Where  Have  All 
The  Bluebirds  Gone”.  Lil  Files, 
well-known  director  in  the  New 
England  area  for  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  will  explain  the 
plight  of  the  bluebird  and  why 
we  are  not  getting  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  their  company.  Along 


with  the  slides  from  the  Society, 
Lil  will  also  show  her  own  slides 
showing  what  is  being  done  lo¬ 
cally  and  how  you  can  bring 
bluebirds  to  your  yard.  Nesting 
box  designs  will  be  shown,  ques¬ 
tions  answered,  and  bluebird 
brochures  will  be  available. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register  by  mail,  call  the  Center 
at  692-3311,  Monday  through 
Friday,  between  9:00  a.m.  and 
4:30  p.m. 


Helen  C.  Bates 

The  former  Western  Voice  of  Audubon  (recordings  of 
ings)  for  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  for  15  years»" 

Bates  is  currently  engaged  as  a  nature  lecturer,  nature  tour  gui  . 
active  volunteer  at  Laughing  Brook  Educational  Center  in  Ha ■  P  » 
and  columnist  of  Feeder  Scraps,  a  weekly  column  on  birds  P  s 
the  Sunday  Republican  (Springfield,  Mass.)  forjthejpas^EOj^^- 


*  * 


- Feeder  scraps) 

Appeal  of  the  bluebird 


By  HELEN  C.  BATES 

What  is  there  about  the  Eastern  bluebird  that 
captures  the  heart  of  everyone?  Missouri  and  New 
York  have  chosen  it  for  their  state  bird.  Amateur 
photographers  win  trophies  with  just  the  right 
shot  of  a  bluebird. 

Could  it  be  because  of  the  rust-colored  breast 
that  carries  earth  tones,  and  the  gorgeous  blue  of 
the  back  —  like  the  the  blue  of  an  October  sky  in 
New  England? 

Or  perhaps  because  it  was  a  resident  of  farm¬ 
yards  of  the  past  —  a  bird  whose  early  return 
welled  spirits  made  low  by  long,  bleak  winters? 
As  John  Burroughs  wrote,  “In  New  York  and  New 
England  the  sap  starts  up  the  sugar  maple  the 
very  day  the  bluebird  arrives.” 

It  was  also  in  the  hearts  of  writers  too,  for 
Longfellow  wrote,  “From  cottage  roofs  the  war¬ 
bling  bluebird  sings.”  And  Henry  Thoreau  called  it 
the  bird  that  “carries  the  sky  on  its  back.” 

Thornton  W.  Burgess  often  wrote  of  “Winsome 
bluebird,”  having  known  it  from  his  childhood  in 
Sandwich  (and  surely  later  in  Hampden  where 
he  spent  his  autumn  years.) 

Gene  Stratton  Porter,  whose  eloquent  writings 
on  nature  graced  the  libraries  of  many  of  our 
grandmothers,  wrote  of  “The  phlegmatic  blue¬ 
bird”  and  told  of  a  “hen”  bluebird  that  used  a 
nesting  box  in  her  yard.  A  pesky  female  “English” 
sparrow  decided  to  sit  in  the  entrance  of  the  blue¬ 
bird’s  home  so  that  she  could  not  get  back  in  after 
a  foraging  trip.  After  many  attempts  to  dislodge 
the  sparrow,  the  female  bluebird  flew  directly  to 
the  sparrow’s  bulky  nest  built  in  the  top  branches 
of  a  wafer  ash  (hoptree)  and  started  pulling  the 
sparrow’s  nest  apart.  As  the  straw,  grass  and 
feathers  floated  earthward,  the  sparrow  left  its 
position  in  the  bluebird  house  and  darted  up  to 


protect  its  own  nest  and  young. 

At  “Focus:  Outdoors”  last  August  I  met  a  gal 
some  might  call  a  “bluebird  nut”  so  intense  was 


her  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  species.  She  has 

erected  a  bluebird  trail  (many  boxes)  on  her  own 
property  and  constantly  urges  others  to  do  the 
same.  She  has  formed  a  bluebird  organization  and 
gives  lectures.  There  are  other  dedicated  folk,  too, 
throughout  the  states  and  in  Canada  —  not  only 
for  the  Eastern  bluebird  but  also  for  the  Western 
and  the  mountain  bluebirds. 

Even  so,  all  three  appeared  on  “The  1981  Blue 
List”  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  meaning 
they  are  among  those  species  on  “A  summary 
of  the  first  10  years  of  the  annual  early  warning 
list  of  declining,  threatened  or  vulnerable 
species.” 

Their  decline  has  been  caused  by  many  factors, 
like  the  change  in  habitats,  the  presence  of  star¬ 
lings  and  house  sparrows  (since  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  late  1800s),  pesticides  and  adverse 
weather. 

Recent  severe  winters  in  our  southern  states 
surely  killed  many  for  this  species  does  not  move 
on  to  the  tropics.  Those  that  breed  in  Canada  and 
the  northern  states  winter  in  our  southern  states 
where  they  mingle  with  resident  Eastern  blue¬ 
birds.  (Bluebirds  that  appear  the  same  but  are 
smaller  —  following  Bergmann’s  Rule.  The  north¬ 
ern  Eastern  bluebird  being  larger  than  its  south¬ 
ern  counterpart.  This  also  applies  to  bluejays, 
shrikes,  cardinals,  mockingbirds,  etc.) 

Because  of  their  early  return,  late  snows  and 
ice  storms  cause  many  deaths.  Small  flocks  have 
been  found  frozen  in  tree  cavities  and  nesting 
boxes. 

The  summer  of  1981  must  have  been  kind  to 
them,  for  several  Westfield  residents  have 
reported  migrating  flocks.  One  was  of  75. 
Another,  from  a  resident  of  the  East  Mountain 
Road  area,  was  of  20  in  her  yard! 

Now,  if  the  winter  of  1981-82  is  kind,  these  will 
survive  to  produce  another  generation. 


LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 


By  Ruth  H.  Forsgren  Nilssen 

Lil  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro, 
Mass.,  presented  a  lively  bluebird 
program  on  Sunday  evening, 
Sept.  20,  at  the  School  of 
Philosophy,  located  behind  the 
Alcott  family’s  Orchard  House, 
Lexington  Road,  Concord.  While 
president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  she  organized  the  “Save 
the  Bluebird  Committee”.  She  is 
now  the  director  for  New 
England  in  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society. 

Lillian  Files,  whose  husband 
Orrin  operates  a  road  machinery 
equipment  company  in  Eact 
Acton,  is  the  daughter  of 
Nordstjeman-Svea  subscribers 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lund,  also  of 
Tyngsboro.  The  Files  country 
estate  of  20  acres  on  Scribner 
•Hill  is  called  “Windswept”  and 
has  a  broad  view  of  Mt. 
Wachusett,  Mt.  Monadnock,  and 
the  lesser  elevations  in  the  Hollis 
range  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  program  was  a  splendid 
documentary  of  the  loving 
efforts  expended  to  bring  back 
the  bluebird,  once  so  common  in 
field  and  air.  Now,  even 
birdwatchers  rarely  get  a  glimpse 
of  this  blue,  red,  and  white 
songbird,  although  they  are  more 
numerous  in  New  Hampshire, 
away  from  insecticides  that  are 
used  in  more  densely  populated 
regions. 

Mrs.  Files  related  the  thrill  in 
seeing  a  bluebird  experienced  by 
William  Condry,  a  distinguished 
naturalist  in  Great  Britain  and  a 
guest  speaker  at  the  annual  July 
Thoreauvian  conference  in 
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saw  the  bluebirds!  —  British 
naturalist  William  Condry  and  Mrs. 
Lillian  Files  stand  beside  a  bluebird  . 
.4eftingr  box  on  Scribner  Hill,, 

Tyngsboro'.  Mess. 
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Along  the  bluebird  trail  —  Lil 
monitors  the  boxes  on  her  bluebird 
trail  about  once  a  week  during  the 
nesting  season,  starting  right  on  her 
own  property.  She  removes  house 
sparrow  nests  immediately  when 
found  and  bluebird  nests  as  soon  as 
the  young  birds  have  flown.  Boxes 
are  inspected  late  in  winter,  cleaned 
and  repaired  if  necessary. 

Concord. 

Mr.  Condry,  active  in  he 
international  nature  conservation 
movement  as  a  writer, 
broadcaster,  and  lecturer  on  wild 
animals,  fossils,  birds,  and  plants, 
is  warden  of  a  nature  reserve 
owned  by  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Birds  in  Wales. 

Topping  a  list  of  birds  he  had 
hoped  to  see  during  his  visit  this 
summer  was  the  bluebird,  but  he 
was  told  before  leaving  Britain 
that  he  would  never  find  one  in 
Massachusetts. 

During  his  ten  day  visit,  he 
“birded”  at  some  of  the  area’s 
best  sanctuaries  and  canoed  on 
he  Concord  River  as  did  his 
mentor,  Thoreau,  a  century 
earlier. 

Meanwhile,  Lil  Files’  two 
pairs  of  adult  bluebirds  and  their 
fourteen  young  ones  were  very 
active.  Peggy  Bruce,  a  fellow 
Thoreauvian,  knowing  of 
Condry ’s  hope,  brought  him  to 
“Windswept.”  En  route  he  felt  as 
though  he  were  in  “search  of  the 
Holy  Grail”. 

When  the  guests  arrived  at 
“Windswept”,  Mrs.  Files  brought 
them  to  one  of  the  boxes  along 
the  bluebird  trail.  Suddenly  a 
male  bluebird  landed  on  top  of 
the  box,  a  grasshopper  in  his 
beak  for  one  of  the  nestlings. 

During  tea,  Condry  reminded 
his  hostess  that  not  only 
Thoreau,  butEmerson  had  scaled 
the  mountains  on  view  before 
them.  “Seeing  the  bluebirds  and 
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_  have  a  sky-blue  back  and  a  reddish-earth  chest  with  I 

bottom.  Their  song  is  a  delicate  purling  warble  which  seems  to  I 
say,  “Dear,  dear.  Think  of  it,  think  of  it.”  The  '‘Blue  Robin”  is  considered  to\ 
be  the  first  sign  of  spring  and  a  symbol  of  love,  hope,  and  happiness ^ 


“Bluebirds  of  Happii 
I  white  near  the  bottc 


made  a  list  of  forty  bluebird 
references  from  Thoreau  Vi 
journals,  a  fecord  of  the  time 
when  bluebirds  were  plentiful  | 
and  people  of  all  walks  of  life 
enjoyed  these  “bluebirds'  of 
happiness”,  which  nested  mostly 
in  hollows  of  apple  trees.  Now  in 
the  winter  she  and  members  of 
her  birding  group  make 
dimensionally  correct  boxes  in 
her  workshop.  They  have  placed 
540  boxes  in  this  area.  Thanks  to 
Lil’s  thirty  years  of  successfully 
caring  for  bluebirds.  New 
England  has  an  expert  and 
devoted  nature  lover  to  help 
bring  back  the  bluebird.  She  will 
have  much  to  relate  to  the  North 
Mt.  Monadnock  made  my  day”,  American  Bluebird  Society  when 
he  asserted.  their  convention  is  held  in  Ohio 

Lill,  a  happy  Thoreauvian,  has  during  October. 


NORDSTJERNAN-SVEA  DEN  8  OKTOBER  1981 
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LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
-  SWEDISH  AMERICAN  - 

By  Ruth  H.  Forsgren  Nilssen 

"In  wildness  is  the  preservation 
of  the  world”  -  Thoreau 

Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files  - 
dedicated  Thoreauvian,  bird 
lover,  and  sportswoman,  member 
of  the  Appalachian  Mountain 
Club,  and  cross-country  skiier,  as 
well  as  an  active  member  of 
Friends  of  the  Alcotts  —  is  very 
rpoud  of  her  Swedish  heritage. 

Lillian  enjoys  connecting  her 
active  life  with  that  of  her 
ancestors  from  the  province  of 
Bohuslan  -  ’’Viken”  in  Viking 
|  days! 

Mrs.  Files  is  the  daughter  of 
Ijohn  A.  Lund  of  Vejbystrand 
land  Edith  Linnea  Boyesson  of 
Istora  Hult,  Forslovsholm,  Skane, 

■Sweden. 

I  Her  relatives  on  both  sides  Lillian  Lund  Files  and  Bronson 
[landed,  for  the  most  part,  in  Alcott’s  schoolhouse, (  where  Carol 
[Gloucester,  where  Lillian  enjoys  Anderson  acted  in  “ Letters  from 
[vacationing  during  the  summer.  Louisa  . 

|  She  tells  about  her  grandfather, 

I  Nils  Lund,  crossing  the  ocean 
I  sixteen  times  in  he  late  1800’s 
land  the  early  20th  century  to 
fish  as  a  ”hie . 


**  *  $ 
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going  to  the  Grand  Banks. 

Her  parents  knew  each  other 
in  Sweden  and  then  met  again  in 
Stockbridge,  a  lovely  area  in 
western  Massachusetts.  Then 
they  were  married  in  Belmont, 
Mass.,  in  1924,  where  Lillian 
grew  up  speaking  Swedish.  Her 
cousins,  Arthur  Kronfelt  and 
Irene  and  Stanley  Nelsen,  also 
moved  to  Belmont.  Now  all  the 
Lunds  live  on  Scribner  Hill  in 
Tyngsboro,  Mass. 

Lillian  has  visited  Sweden, 
which  is  helpful  in  her 
correspondence  with  a  fellow 
Thoreauvian,  Gustav  Anderson 
of  Kinna,  Sweden.  His  article, 
’’The  Hermit  at  Walden”, 
appeared  in  the  Swedish 
newspaper  Kvallsstunden,  which 
is  published  in  Vasteras.  Lillian 
then  translated  it  for  the 
Concord  Saunterer,  a  Thoreau 
Lyceum  publication. 

The  outgoing  and  energetic 
nature  and  culture  lover  is  also 
[very  rpoud  that  her  friend  Brita 


Bergquist  once  saved  the  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson  house  in 
Concord  from  being  demolished 
'by  fire.  Lillian  wrote  about  that 
occasion  for  a  newspaper. 

Lil  Files  is  indeed  a  valued 
friend  and  contributor  to  our 
[rich  Swedish  American  heritage. 


Svensk  Elg.  Instead  of  a  picture  of 
himself.  Gustav  Anderson ,  author  of 
“ The  Hermit  at  Walden ”,  sent  this 
|  picture  of  a  moose  to  fellow 
Thoreavian  Lil  Lund  Files.  Anderson, 
who  lives  in  his  enlarged  version  of 
Thoreau's  famous  cabin  in  Walden 
overlooks  Sdvsjon  and  Ogasjon  and 
Anderson  fantasized  about  visiting 
Concord,  but  built  a  cabin  instead ,  as 
Thoreau  did,  near  a  lake. 


THE  STONY  BROOK  NATURE  CENTER! 


AND  WILDLIFE  SANCTUARY,  NORFOLK. 


FALL  1981 


WHERE  HAVE  ALL  THE  BLUEBIRDS  GONE? 


Sunday,  November  1  at  2:30  p.m.,  Lil  Files 
past  president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society,  will  present  a  one  hour  lecture 
and  slide  program  explaining  the  bluebird 
dilemma.  She  will  show  slides  from  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  followed 
by  her  own  slides  showing  what  she  has 
done  locally.  A  couple  of  nesting  box 
designs  will  be  shown  and  books,  magazine 
articles  and  bluebird  brochures  will  be 
available.  Lil  has  had  bluebirds  on  her 
property  for  30  years. 


,  THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  12,  1981 


TG BO-STANDING  NEARLY  SUBMERGED  in  a  wet  suit  in  the 
Shawsheen  River,  Mark  Wilson,  a  photographer /naturalist  from 
Tewksbury,  waits  patiently  to  capture  incoming  waterfowl  on  film. 
Mark  will  present  his  slide  show  talk  “Local  Wanderings”  for  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  at  the  Littlefield  Library  at  7:30  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  November  18.  Admission  is  free  and  all  are  welcome. 
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TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  invites  Newsweekly 
readers  to  its  next  program, 
“Local  Wanderings”  by  Mafk 
Wilson  of  Tewksbury.  Wednesday, 

November  18  at  7:30,  Littlefield 
Library  in  Tyngsboro.  Although 
only  22,  Mark  has  already  ac¬ 
complished  a  great  deal.  He  placed 
first  in  the  1981  Lowell  Sun  photo 
contest  with  a  black  and  white 
entry  of  a  snowy  egret  in  flight.  He 
also  won  the  Boston  Globe  Edward 
Fitzgerald  Award  for  phto- 
journalism  in  1981  with  a  photo¬ 
essay  on  returned  war  veterans. 
Mark  has  worked  two  summers  at 
the  Mass.  Audubon’s  Drumlin 
Farm  Day  Camp  and  writes 
feature  stories  for  the  Merrimack 
Valley  Advertiser.  He  started 
giving  slide  show  talks  at  age  14, 
that  first  one  being  on  wild  edible 
plants  that  are  easily  found  locally. 
Mark,  a  senior,  majoring  in 
biology  at  the  University  of  Lowell 
is  also  interested  in  canoeing, 
kayaking,  birding,  backpacking, 
bicycling  (rode  to  Nova  Scotia), 
and  reading.  Please  come  and 
enjoy  with  us  Mark’s  program. 
Admission  is  free.  If  you  have 
something  related  to  natural 
history  (newsclipping,  artifact, 
story,  etc.)  please  bring  it  with  you 
to  share  with  us. 


by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 
The  October  meeting  of  the 
[Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
featured  Bill  Harris,  a  well  known 
naturalist  from  Chelmsford,  who 
exhibited  his  minerals  collection. 
Mr.  Harris  brought  with  him  a 
slide  show  on  mineral  collecting  as 
well.  The  natural  shape  and 
coloration  of  the  minerals  in  his 
collection  was  amazing.  The  large 
crowd  of  people  present  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  fact  that  the 
majority  of  the  minerals  were 
collected  in  New  England. 


Mark  Wilson,  a  Boston 
C-lobe  photographer  and 
does  a  weekly  photog- 
c  o lutnn  for  G-lobe 
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Mark  lias  won  many 
camera  awards  awards 
This  is  Mark  in  a 
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THE  NEWS,  FRIDAY,  October  16, 1981 


JThe  bluebird  is  a  symbol  o 
love ,  hopeand  ha 


mess 


EDGAR 
SCHERGENSI 


Editor  Emeritus 


K.  W.  Schergens  is  a 
lifelong  resident  of 
Perry  Count'.  His 
address  is  P.O.  Box  :!2«. 
Tell  CitV.  IN  473KB. 


RECENTLY  MRS,  S.  and  I  were 
talking  about  the  absence  of  bluebirds  at 
our  bird  feeder.  We  recalled  that  when 
I  we  moved  there  some  33  years  ago  that 
we  had  lots  of  them.  In  recent  years  the 
only  bird  with  any  blue  on  it  that  we  see  is 
the  bluejay  and  we  have  plenty  of  them. 

Gordon  and  Barbara  Seavey,  whom  we 
[visited  recently  in  Westford, 
Massachusetts,  are  ardent  bird  watchers 
and  feeders.  Especially  Barbara,  she 
knows  every  bird  by  its  song  as  well  as 
appearance.  Gordon  (a  retired  news¬ 
paperman)  still  does  a  lot  of  writing  for 
the  newspapers  in  his  vicinity,  especially 
the  Lowell  (Mass.)  Sun.  Barbara 
reminds  us  a  lot  of  Ruth  Yates  of  Tell 
City  who  is  the  most  knowledgeable  bird 
watcher  and  feeder  that  I  know  in  our 
vicinity. 

I  The  coincidence  about  all  this  is  that  I 
|  happened  on  a  story  in  the  Lowell  Sun 
that  Gordon  had  written  about  bluebirds. 

I  It  was  about  Tyngsboro  resident  Lillian 
Lund  Files  of  the  North  American 
j  Bluebird  Society.  Gordon’s  story  follows: 

The  bluebird  is  one  of  the  best-loved  of 
I  all  our  songbirds,  but  few  get  to  see  one. 
Its  bright  colors  and  “song  of  happiness'’ 
bring  joy  to  all  who  see  and  watch  the 
antics  of  this  small  creature  of  the  field 
|  and  sky.  But  they  are  scarce. 

No  wonder  the  naturalist  Henry  David 
iThoreau  wrote  180  years  ago  that  it 
“carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and  the  earth 
on  its  breast.’’ 

The  song  of  the  bluebird  is  a  delicate 
|  purling  warble  which  seems  to  say, 
‘Dear,  dear.  Think  of  it,  think  of  it.” 

I  They  are  considered  the  first  sign  of 
spring  when  they  arrive  and  are  a 
|  symbol  of  love,  hope  and  happiness. 

Young  people  perhaps  have  never  seen 
|  a  bluebird,  once  so  common  50  years  ago. 
Now,  even  avid  birdwatchers  rarely  get 
a  glimpse  of  this  cheerful  feathered 
|  friend  in  these  parts  any  more. 

Its  nesting  place  in  the  past  have  been 
mostly  in  hollows  in  apple  trees ;  most  of 
the  orchards  are  now  gone.  Pesticides 
have  reduced  the  population,  it  is 
believed. 

These  birds  have  a  gentle  disposition 
and  are  not  fighters.  Related  to  the  robin, 

|  but  only  seven  inches  long  including  tail 
|  feathers,  they  are  too  timid  to  fight  off 
competition  from  sparrows,  wrens,  and 
starlings  as  they  compete  for  nesting 
SDace  in  the  early  spring. 


At  Windswept,  a  delightful  home  atop 
I  Scribner  Hill  near  the  Westford- 
Tyngsboro  line,  there  lives  an  energetic 
lady  who  is  a  dedicated  devotee  of  the 
bluebird.  She  is  Mrs.  Lillian  Files,  but 
prefers  to  be  called  just  Lil.  She  lectures 
[on  the  life  and  habits  of  these  winged 
beauties. 

In  the  winter,  she  makes  dimensionally 
correct  boxes  for  her  friends.  The  en¬ 
trance  hole  must  be  exactly  one  and  one- 
half  inches  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
unwanted  competitors,  mostly  starlings 
and  house  sparrows. 

Unusual  in  these  days,  she  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  “raised”  bluebirds  the  past 
three  decades.  Some  years  are  bonus 
ones,  others  bad.  This  summer,  two  pairs 
have  nested  in  her  yard,  producing  14 
youngsters.  One  pair  had  a  clutch  of  five, 
then  four ;  the  second,  a  family  of  five. 

This  summer,  William  Condry  of 
Wales,  a  distinguished  naturalist  in 
Great  Britain  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
annual  Thoreau  Society’s  conference  in 
Concord.  He  has  long  been  active  in  the 
international  nature  conservation 
movement  in  his  country  as  a  writer, 
broadcaster  and  lecturer  on  wild 
animals,  fossils,  birds  and  plants.  He  is 
warden  of  a  nature  reserve  owned  by  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds 
in  Wales. 

During  his  10-day  visit  to  this  state,  he 
“birded”  at  some  of  the  area’s  best 
sanctuaries.  As  had  his  long-time 
mentor,  Thoreau,  canoed  the  Concord 
River,  Condry  did  but  a  century  later. 

Lil  Files  said,  “Bluebird  is  a  magic 
word  in  this  area  and  word  gets  around 
fast  when  you  have  any  in  your  region.” 
At  that  time,  her  two  pairs  and  their 
young  were  very  active. 

A  fellow  Thoreauvian,  knowing  of 
ICondry’s  ambition,  brought  him  to 
Westford.  Enroute  he  reported  to  his 
I  guide  that  he  felt  like  he  was  in  “search 
|of  the  Holy  Grail!” 

When  the  couple  arrived,  Mrs.  Files 
jxplained,  “we  all  took  a  walk  into  the 
field  next  to  our  home.  We  stopped  near 
)ne  of  the  boxes  holding  a  young  family 
-  and  we  were  soon  rewarded.  A  male 
[bird  landed  on  top  of  the  box,  a 
grasshopper  in  his  beak  for  one  of  the 
nestlings. 

“At  this  moment,  with  binoculars  still 
up,  this  reserved  man  from  Wales  got  so 
excited  he  took  me  by  surprise  by  giving 
me  a  big  hug. 

From  Windswept  there  is  a  most 
rewarding  panoramic  view  of  the 
foothills  of  New  Hampshire,  Motorists 
along  the  country  road  often  stop  to  get  a 
glimpse  of  Mt.  Monadnock  in  the 
Peterborough-Jaffrey  area  some  35 
miles  to  the  west,  as  well  as  lesser 
elevations  in  the  Hollis  ranee. 


During  tea,  they  discussed  these  hills 
and  Condry  reminded  his  hostess  that  not 
only  Thoreau,  but  Emerson  had  scaled 
them  on  several  occasions,  “Seeing  the 
bluebirds  and  Mt.  Monadnock  made  my 
day,”  he  commented. 

Before  leaving,  he  autographed  his 
latest  book,  “Pathway  to  the  Wild,”  as 
follows:  “To  Lil  Files,  for  bringing  back 
the  bluebirds,  with  best  wishes  —  and 
thank  you  for  an  unforgettable  bluebird 
experience.” 

Mrs.  Files  manages  the  office  of  her 
husband’s  road  machinery  equipment 
company  in  East  Acton.  Nevertheless, 
she  had  found  time  to  organize  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  and  is  a  director 
for  New  England  in  the  North  American 
[Bluebird  Society. 

— wts  — 


Her  group  in  Tyngsboro,  with  several 
Westford  participants,  have  placed  540 
boxes  designed  for  bluebirds  in  this  area. 
She  purchased  a  moped  so  that  she  could 
observe  many  of  these  from  time  to  time 
during  the  season. 

When  you  observe  Lil  stopping  along 
the  roadside  or  in  a  field,  pause  for  a 
moment.  You,  too,  may  see  a  flash  of 
I  blue  and  hear  a  sweet  song.  Look  closer. 
If  the  object  has  feathers  on  its  back, 
head,  wings  and  tail  of  a  bright,  clear 
Jshade  of  blue;  if  its  breast  is  a  bright 
chestnut-brown  and  its  belly  grey-white, 
you  behold  a  rarity  -  a  North  American 
bluebird  in  Massachusetts. 

A  rarity,  true,  but  not  extinct, 
especially  if  Lil  Riles  has  her  way. 

It  doesn’t  say  so  in  Gordon’s  story  but 
he  did  tell  me  that  these  birdboxes,  just 
like  those  of  Purple  Martins,  should  not 
be  located  near  a  tree  and  certainly  not 
on  the  trunk  of  a  tree.  They  should  be 
mounted  on  a  pipe  or  pole  some  distance 
from  trees.  I  have  two  such  boxes  out  but 
they  have  been  located  on  a  tree  trunk. 
I’ll  be  changing  that.  They  have  had 
residents  but  not  bluebirds. 


—wts- 


BLUEBIRD  TALES 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 

When  bluebirders  get  together 
there  is  always  much  to  talk  about. 
The  52  members  from  14  states 
and  a  Canadian  province  who  at¬ 
tended  the  Fourth  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  (details  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 
had  many  things  to  share. 

At  the  motel  Thursday  evening 
early  arrivals  renewed  old  ac¬ 
quaintances  and  made  new  ones. 
Anticipation  was  high.  Early  Fri¬ 
day  morning  in  getting  to  the 
Holden  Arboretum  I  was  met  by  a 
bluebirder  who  wanted  to  register 
immediately.  It  was  J.P.  “Perk” 
Perkins  (See  Sialia  3:137-139)  who 
lives  in  nearby  Conneaut.  He  gave 
the  impression  of  having  camped 
overnight  in  order  to  be  the  first 
person  there.  He  acted  like  a  one 
man  welcoming  committee  and,  as 
the  name  tags  were  placed  on  the 
table,  his  booming  captain’s  voice 
was  added  to  the  chorus  of  greet¬ 
ings. 

Gerald  and  Iris  Hartley  arrived 
after-a  lengthy  drive  from  Alabama 
while  Tom  and  Kathleen  Tait  along 
with  Joe  and  Pearl  Tait  were 
among  the  Marylanders  represent¬ 
ed.  Jack  and  Ruby  Finch  arrived 
with  HOMES  FOR  BLUEBIRDS 
from  Bailey,  North  Carolina.  Joe 
Ondrejko,  from  Virginia,  brought 
with  him  a  tape  of  “The  Bluebird  of 
Happiness”  which  professional 
soprano,  Barbara  Inzana,  had 
made. 

We  searched  for  familiar  faces 
as  name  tags  were  claimed.  Those 
well-known  for  their  bluebird 
work  met  others  with  similar  in¬ 
terests.  Bob  Orthwein  of  Ohio  set 
up  his  outstanding  photographic 
display.  We  had  a  good  look  at 
his  “Great  Crested  Bluecatcher.” 


It  seems  Bob  had  observed  a  fe¬ 
male  bluebird  feeding  a  young 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher! 

Fran  Hanes  of  New  York  State 
attempted  to  set  up  her  display  of 
hand-painted  pins  and  tie  pins  but 
folks  kept  buying  them  from  her. 
Artist  Carolyn  Harper  (sister  of 
incoming  President  Jeanne  Price) 
exhibited  her  charming  painting  of 
a  fledgling  bluebird  resting  in  a 
huge,  creamy-white  magnolia 
blossom. 

We  treasure  our  “Canadian 
connections”  so  welcomed  Bryan 
and  Hazel  Shantz  from  Nanton, 
Alberta.  Bryan  generously  donated 
to  NABS  five  of  his  poster-sized 
photographs  which  had  been  part 
of  the  nature  art  auction  display. 
Hazel  amused  me  with  her  com¬ 
ment  about  the  House  Sparrows 
foster-parenting  the  bluebirds, 
“Reminds  me  of  Moses— he  was 
raised  by  the  enemy,  too.” 

The  local  bluebirds  were  per¬ 
forming  in  high  style.  Once  again  I 
was  glad  to  see  Jean  Eakin  and 
Betsy  Walker  who  spearhead  the 
bluebird  project  at  Holden  Arbore¬ 
tum.  I  longed  to  meet  each  and 
every  Holden  volunteer  who  as¬ 
sists  on  that  trail  and  tell  them  how 
glad  I  am  they  are  bluebirders. 
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